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THE HON. HERB J. WESSON, JR. 
COUNCILMEMBER, CD10 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

 
Councilmember Herb J. Wesson, Jr. was elected to represent the 10th Council District of the 
City Los Angeles in a Special Election in November 2005.  The voters of the 10th Council 
District recognized Wesson’s long service to the community by giving him their 
overwhelming support – 80 percent of their votes. 

 
In the City Council, Wesson has made economic development his priority.  His chairmanship 
of the powerful Housing, Community and Economic Development (HCED) Committee – 
with jurisdiction over the city’s economic development, housing, workforce investment and 
community development policies – provides him with a platform to shape the economic 
development not just for the 10th Council District but for the whole City of Los Angeles. 

      
In addition to HCED, Wesson is the Vice-Chair of the Intergovernmental Relations 
Committee and the Ad Hoc Committee on Gang Violence & Youth Development.  He is a 
member of the Transportation Committee, the Personnel Committee, as well as the Ad Hoc 
Stadium Committee.  He also serves on the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority 
which oversees the construction of the Expo Line. 

 
Throughout his 20-year career in government, Councilmember Wesson is well known for his 
uncanny ability to bring people together.  He began his career as Chief of Staff to former 10th 
District Councilmember Nate Holden and later as Chief of Staff to 2nd District Supervisor 
Yvonne Burke.   

 
In 1998 he was elected to represent the 47th State Assembly District – a position he held until 
term limits forced him to step down in 2004.  While serving in the Assembly, his peers 
accorded him the greatest honor by unanimously electing him the 65th Speaker of the 
California State Assembly – one of the three most powerful positions in state government.  
He was only the second African American to be elected Speaker of the California State 
Assembly.  As Speaker, Wesson fought to protect society’s most vulnerable and to pass 
groundbreaking legislation on the environment, education and healthcare.   

 
A native of Cleveland, Ohio, Wesson is the son of blue-collar parents who taught him the 
value of hard work and persistence.  In 1999, he fulfilled a promise to his family and 
completed his BA in History from Lincoln University in Pennsylvania – nearly 30 years after 
an illness in the family prevented him from finishing his senior year.  

 
Herb Wesson is married to Fabian Wesson. They have four sons: Douglas, P.J., Herb III, and 
Justin. 


