
    

Next Meeting 
April 20, 2018 
10-11:30AM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENERGY, WATER & ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY COUNCIL   
February 16, 2018 

10-11:30AM 
 
 

1. WELCOME & SELF-INTRODUCTIONS- Brissa Sotelo-Vargas  
 

2. PRESENTATIONS  
Regulation and Compliance of Oil and Gas in Los Angeles 
• Uduak-Joe Ntuk  

Petroleum Administrator, City of Los Angeles 
Uduak-Joe Ntuk was appointed Los Angeles’ petroleum administrator in 2016. He will 
discuss the role of his office and land use rules and proposals that impact extraction of 
fossil fuels in Los Angeles. 

 
California Water Bond: Water Supply and Quality Act of 2018 
• Jerry Meral  

Director of California Water Program, National Heritage Institute 
A $8.9B Water Bond for water infrastructure investments will be on the ballot this 
November. Jerry Meral, Director of California Water Program at the National Heritage 
Institute will discuss the bond with us.  

 
3. UPDATES  

• ACCESS DC:  
o Energy and Environment Advocacy Agenda 
o Water Agenda 

 
4. ACTION ITEMS  

• 2018 Advocacy Agenda 
  

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
• ACCESS Washington, DC: March 13-15 
• Investing in LA’s Kids: How to Grow the Green Jobs Sector: March 30 
• ACCESS Sacramento: May 22-23  

 

Chairs: Brissa Sotelo-Vargas, Valero 
Co- Chairs: Noah Perch-Ahern, Glaser Weil 
Frank Lopez, Southern California Gas Company 
Fiona Hutton, Fiona Hutton and Associates 
David Jacot, LA Department of Water and Power 
 



 
 

 
Uduak-Joe Ntuk 

Petroleum Administrator  
City of Los Angeles 

 

Uduak-Joe Ntuk is the Petroleum Administrator for the City of Los Angeles. He's responsible for 
oversight and policy of oil fields, gas storage facilities, petroleum refineries and pipeline 
franchise agreements. A technical professional with both public and private sector energy 
experience, Uduak-Joe provide technical advice to the Mayor, City Council, and various City 
Departments. Prior to joining the City of Los Angeles, he worked for Tyco, General Electric, 
Chevron and the City of Long Beach.  
 
Uduak-Joe earned his Master of Science in Petroleum Engineering from the University of 
Southern California and his Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering from California State 
University, Long Beach. Uduak-Joe also teaches part time in the Chemical Engineering 
Department at California State University, Long Beach and serves as a Personnel Commissioner 
for the Long Beach Community College District (LBCCD). 
 

 
Jerry Meral 

Director of California Water Program 
Natural Heritage Institute 

 
Dr. Gerald (Jerry) Meral is the director of the California Water Program at the Natural Heritage 
Institute.  He works on funding for California water, Delta infrastructure, and a variety of other 
California water programs.  He formerly served as Deputy Director of the California Department 
of Water Resources, Deputy Secretary of the California Natural Resources Agency, Executive 
Director of the Planning and Conservation Director, and Staff Scientist at the Environmental 
Defense Fund.  He has placed 9 initiatives on the California statewide ballot, and has been 
involved in many statewide ballot measures affecting California water, parks, wildlife, health, 
and transportation.  He has a Ph.D. in zoology from the University of California, Berkeley.  He 
serves as the campaign director of the Water Supply and Water Quality Initiative Bond Act of 
November 2018 campaign. 
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Advocacy Agenda 
(Feb 13, 2018) 

 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
Energy reliability and affordability 
Reliable and affordable energy is critical to the nation’s economic competitiveness. One of the best ways 
to ensure we maximize domestic energy supply and minimize energy costs for families and businesses is 
to support market-based, fuel neutral programs. We support policies and programs that take into account 
economic and technological realities as we move to further reduce emissions in the most cost effective 
manner possible. 

Priorities include: 

• Support for market-based and fuel neutral programs with emission reduction targets that do not 
create costly new mandates or disproportionately burden or target certain sectors over others 

• Support Renewable Fuel Standards that are practical and consider the limits of: 
o Vehicle fleet 
o Fuel demands 
o Service station infrastructure 
o Advanced biofuel technology development 
o Biofuel production 

• Support extension of Alternative Fuels Tax Credit and the Alternative Fuel Vehicle Refueling 
Property Credit 

Modernization of energy system 
Emerging and existing technologies are reshaping our nation’s energy profile and our aging infrastructure 
is increasingly at-risk as our demand for energy increases. Modernization of our energy infrastructure is 
critical to reaching growing demand. As energy sources expand, power will continue to come from 
multiple sources and flow in multiple directions. An interactive grid will help us adapt to changing 
technology, address energy reliability issues, increase customer choice of cleaner, more sustainable 
energy options, and help enable smart cities. It will enable us to integrate new technologies that facilitate 
safe, efficient, reliable and affordable energy delivery. It will also create new jobs and reduce emissions 
in a cost effective manner.  

Priorities include: 

• Support for increased resiliency and security for energy infrastructure to facilitate: 
o Integration of diverse and distributed energy resources, including renewable resources 
o Increased system/grid reliability to enhance resilience, response and recovery efforts 
o Improved cyber security through policies and programs that facilitate and improve 

coordination capabilities, tools and technologies between the government and critical 
infrastructure sectors 

o Customer choice 
• Support for technology and policies which decrease greenhouse gas emissions, including: 



 

 

o Improving capture and use of biogas and biofuels to increase availability of renewable 
resources and decrease greenhouse gas emissions  

o Complementary efforts to the transportation sector’s fleet transition to address 
greenhouse gas emissions, including system electrification 

• Support Internal Revenue Service Code 30D Plug-In Electric Drive Vehicle Credit between 
$2,500-$7,500 on purchases of plug-in electric vehicle by consumers 

• Collaboration between federal and local agencies to modernize energy infrastructure at the Ports 
of Los Angeles and Long Beach 

• Promote opportunities to modernize and efficiently develop new building stock through the 
Department of Energy’s Better Buildings Challenge 

o Including Better Plans Program and into supply chains and water savings 
• Support research and development funding for advanced fuel storage technology including: 

o Battery storage 
o Power to gas 

• Support solutions for spent nuclear fuel disposal, including: 
o Approval and funding for a Consolidated Interim storage facilities to expedite the 

removal of used nuclear fuel from San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station 
o Reinitiate process to develop federal repository for spent nuclear waste  

WATER 
Support California WaterFix and California EcoRestore 
About 30 percent of Southern California’s water supply comes from Northern California, passing through 
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta on its way to the State Water Project pumping plants in the south 
Delta. The current water system is extremely vulnerable to natural disasters, such as earthquakes and 
floods, and sea level rise. Existing operations have contributed to a decline in native fish populations and 
environmental damage. For more than a decade, state and federal water and wildlife agencies have been 
working on plans to modernize the State Water Project and restore the Delta’s ecosystem. California 
WaterFix and California EcoRestore represent a strategic action plan that will achieve the state’s co-equal 
goals of a more reliable water supply and improved Delta ecosystem. In 2017, California WaterFix made 
significant progress as state and federal agencies approved key permits and water agencies from around 
the state committed to significant financial investment. This delegation supports administrative, 
legislative, and funding actions that ensure more reliable long-term water delivery for the State Water 
Project, including the implementation of California WaterFix and California EcoRestore. 
 
Fund Water Infrastructure Repairs and Maintenance 
Oroville Dam, part of the State Water Project, captures water that is then diverted downstream in the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Oroville’s main spillway suffered damage during the 2017 rain season. 
The subsequent use of an emergency spillway created erosion concerns that prompted an evacuation of 
communities downstream. Initial repairs to Oroville Dam have been completed but additional work will 
be undertaken in 2018. This delegation supports Federal Emergency Management Agency funding for 
emergency response and repairs at Oroville.   
 
Support Colorado River Drought Contingency Plan 
The Colorado River provides roughly 25 percent of Southern California’s water supply. Drought 
conditions and increasing demands have led to declining levels at Lake Mead, the largest reservoir in the 



 

 

Lower Basin of the Colorado River. If drought conditions worsen, Lake Mead could decline to critical 
elevations which would lead to a shortage declaration by the U.S. Department of the Interior. The seven 
Colorado River basin states have worked with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to develop a Drought 
Contingency Plan (DCP) that enhances storage opportunities at Lake Mead in a way that protects 
reservoir elevations and adds flexibility for taking stored water – and flexibility in taking water stored in 
Lake Mead is of particular interest to water users in California. This delegation supports actions that 
protect California’s water rights and interests in the Colorado River, including legislation to implement 
the Colorado River DCP. 
 
Support Water Conservation Tax Parity Act (S. 1464 and H.R. 448) 
Water conservation rebates provided by public utilities or governments are not currently tax exempt. The 
Water Conservation Tax Parity Act would extend the tax exemption that currently exists for energy 
conservation devices to include water conservation and stormwater management devices as well. This 
delegation supports a federal tax exemption for water conservation rebates to encourage additional water 
savings. 
 
Enhance Long-Term Water Reliability for California 
While 2017 saw record precipitation in California, 2018 has been much drier. While most of California 
emerged from drought in 2017 due to record rains, wWater supply reliability and the development of 
local supplies remain high priorities for Californians. This delegation supports actions to implement 
measures that improve California’s water reliability and drought preparedness, including: 

• Implement and fund California drought provisions in the Water Infrastructure Improvements for 
the Nation (WIIN) Act. 

• Advance additional surface and groundwater storage statewide, including Sites Reservoir. 
• Secure federal assistance for local water resource development, including programs to reclaim 

and reuse wastewater, study and cleanup groundwater, capture and treat stormwater, and to help 
consumers make efficient water choices. 

• Promote a range of cost-effective federal financing options for water infrastructure projects, 
including maintaining State Revolving Funds, expanding the Water Infrastructure Finance and 
Innovation Act (WIFIA) and similar loan programs offered at U.S. Treasury rates, and protecting 
the tax-exempt status of municipal bonds. 

 
 



 Review cost impacts of and responsibly implement air quality regulations  

The Chamber will work with local, state and federal environmental agencies and the Chamber’s Transportation & Goods 
Movement Council to understand the availability, cost-effectiveness and feasibility of alternative fuels for commercial 
and personal vehicle use in order to help meet anticipated air quality standards in the region, in addition to following 
implementation of the Air Quality Management District’s 2016 Air Quality Management Plan in order to achieve 
compliance. The Chamber will also closely monitor federal environmental standards at the Environmental Protection 
Agency and the State, specifically AB32 and SB32, while quantifying the impact of these new standards on the economy 
of California.  

Secure safe, reliable and affordable water supplies for Southern California  

Securing a safe, reliable and affordable water supply is critical to the continued success of Los Angeles’ economy. The 
Chamber supports the State’s co-equal goals of providing a more reliable water supply and storage for California and 
restoring the Delta ecosystem. Recognizing that a reliable water source is critical to Southern California, Metropolitan 
Water District voted to support California WaterFix in 2017. As a supporter of WaterFix, the Chamber will continue to 
advocate for the state-wide adoption and implementation of the project. The Chamber will also identify feasible and 
cost-effective augmentations to imported water in order to secure the long-term water quality and supply of the region, 
taking into account existing infrastructure investments, and the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power and 
Metropolitan Water District shared objectives of maintaining their existing infrastructure and enhancing the diversity of 
the region’s water supply resources, including recycled, stormwater water, conservation, mitigation and remediation 
efforts.  

Advocated for technology neutral, cost effective, reliable and diverse energy supply (Previous wording: Promote an 
affordable, reliable and diverse energy supply) 

The Chamber recognizes that businesses must have an affordable, diverse and reliable energy supply with storage 
capacity for the regional economy to remain productive and competitive. The Chamber will work with members and 
policymakers to understand the options, feasibility and costs for investments in alternative energy supply, including the 
related infrastructure and operational costs of integrating alternatives into the existing power systems. The Chamber 
will support domestic energy production and maintenance of the region’s existing energy systems and supplies, 
including the integrity and safety of our regional pipeline infrastructure. 

 Strengthen Los Angeles’ position as a global leader of clean technology innovation  

California is a global leader of clean technology innovation and sustainable business practices. The Chamber will 
advocate for economic strategies that will continue to help L.A.’s clean technology sector grow. This includes pursuing 
state and federal funding opportunities, streamlining government processes, and working in conjunction with 
organizations such as the LA CleanTech Incubator, PortTechLA and the Chamber’s Bixel Exchange to increase 
collaboration among the private, public and academic sectors.  

Modernize California’s Environmental Quality Act  

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) must be modernized to preserve the law’s original intent while 
preventing abuse for purposes unrelated to environmental protection. The Chamber supports substantive 
improvements and will continue to engage in a statewide coalition effort advocating for a “standards approach,” which 
will integrate California’s strongest-in-the-nation environmental laws and planning documents into the CEQA process, 
streamline the project approval and challenge processes, and reduce the risk of lawsuits that abuse the intent of CEQA 
and delay development, jobs and economic recovery. Cross-sector and council collaboration with the Chambers’ Land 
Use, Housing and Construction and Transport and Goods Movement Councils on CEQA reform is important to effectively 
meet housing needs and emission reduction requirements. 



PRESENTING SPONSOR   

PLATINUM SPONSOR   

$25,000

$15,000

o

o

• Designation as Presenting event and reception sponsor 

• Company logo on all pre- and post-event promotional materials 

• VIP seating and recognition at trip social functions 

• Opportunity to provide opening remarks at the reception 

• Six complimentary ACCESS Washington, D.C. registrations

• Social media recognition during the event

• Designation as Platinum event sponsor 

• Company logo on all pre- and post-event promotional materials 

• VIP seating and recognition at trip social functions 

• Five complimentary ACCESS Washington, D.C. registrations 

• Social media recognition during the event

GOLD SPONSOR   

SILVER SPONSOR

$10,000

$5,000

o

o

• Company logo on all pre- and post-event promotional materials 

• VIP seating and recognition at trip social functions 

• Four complimentary ACCESS Washington, D.C. registrations

• Social media recognition during the event

• Company name on all pre- and post-event promotional materials 

• VIP seating and recognition at trip social functions 

• Two complimentary ACCESS Washington, D.C. registrations

BRONZE SPONSOR   $2,500o
• Company name on pre- and post-event promotional materials 

• One complimentary ACCESS Washington, D.C. registration 

SPONSORSHIPBENEFITS

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
GOLD

SILVER BRONZE

TITLE

Cedars-Sinai Health System
Metropolitan Water District of 

Southern California
Port of Los Angeles
SAFEWORK, Inc.
Siemens Corporation
Valero Energy Corp., Wilmington 

Refinery

AT&T
BNSF Railway Company
Southern California Gas 

Company, a Sempra 
Energy utility

WSP

as of 2.13.18

MARCH 13-15, 2018

Manhattan Beach City Council, Redondo Beach City Council

and Redondo Beach Unified School District

Monica Garcia, Nick Melvoin & George McKenna

ACCESSWASHINGTON D.C.

BIG NAMES. IMPORTANT ISSUES. YOUR VOICE.

ELECTED OFFICIALS CONFIRMED TO ATTEND: 

To sponsor, click here or for more information regarding sponsorship, contact Lee Ligons, 213.580.7523.

For more information, contact Maribel Flores, 213.580.7571.

uRSVPNOW

L.A. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

& OTHER OFFICIALS FROM

LAUSD BOARD MEMBERS

David RyuMitchell Englander Joe Buscaino 

TUESDAY, 
MARCH 13

WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 14

THURSDAY, 
MARCH 15

6 p.m. 7:45 - 9 a.m. 7:45 - 9 a.m.

7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Evening 4 - 6:30 p.m.

California Transportation 
Reception

Delegation Breakfast Delegation Breakfast

Delegation Opening Dinner 
with Southern California 
Congressional members

Team Meetings/Briefings Team Meetings/Briefings

Open night for organization 
specific receptions/dinners

Delegation Closing Reception

GENERAL SCHEDULE

FEATURING SESSIONS ON TAX REFORM IMPLEMENTATION 
AND LATEST UPDATES ON IMMIGRATION. 

Please note that this year’s hotel accommodations will be at the J.W. Marriott, 1331 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC 20004.

Join the L.A. Area Chamber, Central City Association, Hollywood Chamber 
of Commerce, Los Angeles Business Council, Los Angeles County 

Business Federation, Los Angeles County Metro, Los Angeles Unified 
School District, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, Mobility 
21, United Way of Greater Los Angeles, Valley Industry & Commerce 
Association and a delegation of more than 150 business and civic leaders 
as we travel to the nation’s capital to meet with federal lawmakers on issues 
ranging from transportation and health care, to immigration and education.



http://events.lachamber.com/default.asp?cale_id=7701&details=true
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