
Dear Colleagues:

The many successes reached during 2017 are the result of incremental 
work and achievements of past years, and the unconditional support from 
our sponsors, strategic alliances, colleagues and friends.

The Offices of Gov. Jerry Brown and Mayor Eric Garcetti, the ports of Los 
Angeles and Long Beach, Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA), USC Gould 
School of Law, UCLA Anderson School of Business, consul generals 
and trade diplomats based in L.A., and Chamber members have helped 

us leverage not only financial resources but also practical experience in global trade and 
investment to achieve the below tangible results:

Creation of regional employment – Regional manufacturers and exporters have reported several 
millions of dollars in overseas sales transactions as a result of their participation in the 
Chamber and Los Angeles Regional Export Council’s (LARExC) funded foreign trade shows and 
events. These international trade fairs showcased aerospace parts and components, and after-
market automobile parts and were made possible through the support of the U.S. Department 
of Commerce Export Assistance Centers and the SBA State Trade and Export Promotion Grant 
Program (STEP).

Memorandums of Understanding and Strategic Alliances – These formal working alliances, 
developed with different levels of government agencies, chambers of commerce and 
professional organizations in 15 countries in different regions of the world, are one part of the 
commercial and industrial bridge we offer to our business community. The other component of 
this important bridge is the similar alliances and professional working relationships developed 
in the City of L.A. and five counties in the L.A. region, California and Washington, D.C.  

Practical seminars and workshops – Hundreds of local manufacturers, exporters and foreign 
business executives visiting L.A. have benefited not only from shared knowledge and best 
practices on how to conduct international trade transactions, but also connecting with 
potential business partners in more than 30 venues organized by the Chamber and LARExC.

World Trade Week Kickoff Breakfast – This renowned annual initiative, started by the Chamber 
in 1926, has become the largest celebration showcasing the benefits of global trade in the 
United States. One of our biggest accomplishments in 2017 was the participation by nearly 
1,000 attendees welcoming former Prime Minister Tony Blair as keynote speaker. This was 
quite an accomplishment, as many years ago World Trade Week was a gathering of less than 
100 business executives celebrating global trade and investment with the same enthusiasm 
and passion.

We look forward to strengthening and developing our trade and foreign investment services, 
and expanding our markets of influence domestically and internationally to meet our goal – 
create regional employment through global trade and investment.

Sincerely,

Carlos J. Valderrama
President, Center for Global Trade & Foreign Investment
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CHAMBER AND QUEBEC MINISTER OF 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DISCUSS 
NAFTA RENEGOTIATION  
The Hon. Christine St-Pierre, minister of International 
Relations of Quebec, Canada, held a roundtable 
discussion with Chamber members and business 
leaders centered around NAFTA renegotiations and 
possible outcomes. St-Pierre noted her office’s 
interest in promoting the tangible benefits that 

Canada, Mexico and the U.S. have achieved during the 23 years since the agreement was 
approved. The overall consensus of the exchange was that modernizing the agreement will 
result in greater benefits for all three NAFTA partners. Other recommendations included 
the need for Canada to increase efforts to showcase its commercial, industrial and 
investment participation and contribution to various U.S. cities and states.

CHAMBER RECEIVES BRIEFING ON U.S. - EUROPEAN TRADE  
More than 60 attendees joined the Chamber, in partnership with DWF, an international 
law firm based in Cologne, Germany, as experts examined if the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership (TTIP) is still a valid option to pursue. The program also 
provided an update on the local impact of the United Kingdom’s future departure from 
the European Union. Bilateral trade between the L.A. region and Europe is around 
$40 billion. Speakers included the Hon. Hans Jörg 
Neumann, consul general, Federal Republic of 
Germany, the Hon. Dr. Sinisa Grgic, consul general, 
Republic of Croatia and 2017 representative of the 
European Union, Dr. Robert A. Kleinhenz, executive 
director of research, Beacon Economics, and Klaus 
M. Brisch, DWF partner and head of technology.

LAREXC AND GO-BIZ WELCOME CHINESE 
TRADE DELEGATION  
LARExC in conjunction with the Governor’s Office of 
Business and Economic development (GO-Biz), the 
Chinese Consulate in L.A. and the China Chamber of 
Commerce for Import and Export of Machinery and 
Electronic Products (CCCME), hosted a trade delegation 

of more than 80 Chinese business executives and government officials in charge 
of trade and investment. Representatives of the L.A., Orange, San Bernardino, San 
Diego, Riverside and Ventura counties presented investment opportunities in each of 
their counties, and discussed ways to enhance commercial exchanges with Chinese 
government and private sector leaders. This delegation included executives from 
companies in clean-tech, e-commerce, infrastructure, agriculture and other sectors.

LAREXC SPONSORS FIRST EVER 
CALIFORNIA PAVILION AT THE 
AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL AIRSHOW 
LARExC in partnership with the U.S. Commercial Service 
in L.A., organized the first-ever California Pavilion at 
the Australian International Airshow. Seven small- to 
medium-sized aerospace and defense companies 
exhibited in the pavilion.

The Chamber hosted a Dubai trade delegation led by Fahad 
Al Gergawi, CEO of Dubai’s Investment Development Agency, 
for a trade seminar on bilateral trade and investment 
opportunities in Dubai. The delegation participated in 
strategic meetings organized by the Chamber at L.A. City 
Hall, Gensler, the LA Cleantech Incubator, the Cedars-Sinai 
Accelerator, SolarReserve and Beacon Economics.

CHAMBER CO-HOSTS THE 2017 LATIN 
AMERICA BUSINESS CONFERENCE  
The UCLA Anderson School of Management, Latin 
American Business Association (LABA) and the Chamber 
hosted the 2017 Latin American Business Conference. 
Private and public sector leaders, across multiple 

industries and disciplines, provided practical overviews of the region and panel discussions 
that explored the relationship between Latin America and the L.A. region.

CHAMBER VISITS TURKEY FOR MOU SIGNING
Carlos Valderrama, president of the Chamber’s Center 
for Global Trade and Foreign Investment, signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on behalf of the 
Chamber with the Istanbul Chamber of Commerce, one 
of the largest in the world. Additional meetings were held 
with representatives of Turkey’s Ministry of Economy, 
the Istanbul Textile and Apparel Exports Association, 
the Istanbul Chamber of Industry, the Turkey-American 
Business Council, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
(Istanbul Regional Office), AmCham Turkey and the Turkish 

Association of Tourism Agencies. Turkey is the region’s 41st trading partner with almost 
$800 million in total bilateral trade.

FORMER BRITISH PRIME MINISTER TONY BLAIR, L.A. 
MAYOR GARCETTI AND ESRI’S JACK DANGERMOND HELP 
KICKOFF WORLD TRADE WEEK 2017 

More than 900 regional business executives, civic leaders and members of the 
diplomatic corps celebrated the 91st Annual World Trade Week (WTW) in downtown 
Los Angeles. The presence and participation of leaders like former British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti and ESRI President Jack Dangermond 
enhanced the WTW celebration in L.A., which is the largest in the U.S.
 
Prime Minister Blair’s presentation included topics such as Brexit, and U.K. 
relations with the European Union and the U.S. He also discussed his interest in 
bringing together the best ideas in both public and private policy spheres to provide 
answers to some of today’s major global challenges. The audience also heard 
from Jack Dangermond, co-founder of the world’s leading company in geographic 
information systems, ESRI, who shared insights on how technology trends are 
changing government, business and society. Amb. Vilma Martinez, president of the 
Los Angeles Board of Harbor Commissioners, received the prestigious Stanley T. 
Olafson Award. Mayor Garcetti gave the welcoming remarks and emphasized the 
need to create regional employment through exports.

MEMBERS RECEIVE UPDATE ON 
U.S. CHAMBER TRADE POLICY 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Nearly 80 members of the Chamber’s Global Initiatives 
Council and representatives of 11 countries convened 
to hear from John Murphy, senior vice president of 
international policy at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
Murphy provided an overview of the U.S. Chamber’s trade policy recommendations under 
the new administration and what to expect of the new president and Congress.

CHAMBER’S DIPLOMAT GROUP RECEIVES UPDATE ON 
CALIFORNIA ENERGY SECTOR 
More than 50 members of the Diplomatic and Commercial 
Officers group convened for a private briefing at the Los 
Angeles Cleantech Incubator La Kretz Innovation Campus 
to receive an update on California’s energy sector, including 
state partnerships and MOU’s, as well as the latest climate 
change and clean technology initiatives.
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CHAMBER AND LAREXC PARTICIPATE IN 
SEMA MIDDLE EAST AUTOMOTIVE SHOW 
Eighteen California companies exhibited as part of the 
Specialty Equipment Market Association (SEMA) Middle 
East Business Development Program, and had the chance to 
display their wares to pre-vetted trade buyers and consumers 

at the Custom Show Emirates. The companies also spent a day visiting automotive 
specialty installers, retailers and wholesalers to better understand how products get to 
market in the United Arab Emirates. Rounding out the program, the delegation participated 
in networking events with trade buyers and participated in discussions with fellow American 
manufacturers who are seasoned exporters to get tips on best practices.



CHAMBER WELCOMES REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE INDO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 
Twelve senior business executives and members of the Indo-
American Chamber of Commerce discussed their commercial 
and industrial interests in buying, selling and investing with 
California firms at the Chamber. The main industries represented were aerospace and 
defense. India is the L.A. region’s seventh-largest trading partner, with a total bilateral trade 
of more than $11 billion in 2016.

CHAMBER MEMBERS RECEIVE BRIEFING 
FROM GOV. BROWN’S DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
OF TRADE 
Awinash Bawle, newly appointed deputy director for 
International Affairs and Business Development for the 
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development 

(GO-Biz), presented an update on the State’s international strategies. “For the last three 
years, California has had the lowest unemployment rate in the nation. The secret to our 
success is that we literally and figuratively have kept our borders open to trade. The 
Chamber has been instrumental in the development of many of our international programs 
and initiatives,” said Bawle. Bawle also met privately with members of the Chamber’s 
Diplomatic & Commercial Officers group to discuss key global partnership projects.

CHAMBER PARTICIPATES IN 
MANUFACTURING SUMMIT IN RIVERSIDE  
Carlos J. Valderrama, president of the Chamber’s Center 
for Global Trade & Foreign Investment, addressed more 
than 800 business executives in Riverside County about 
the importance of trade in global markets, the strategic 
need to attract direct foreign investment, and a brief 
update on the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) renegotiations. The 3rd 
Annual Southern California Procurement, Trade & Manufacturing Summit was organized by 
the County of Riverside Economic Development Agency. Executives representing businesses 
from the counties of Riverside, San Bernardino, Los Angeles, Orange and San Diego 
participated in the Summit.

CHAMBER CO-HOSTS MEXICO CITY OFFICIALS
The Chamber, in partnership with the Mexico City Initiative, 
hosted a high-level delegation representing private and 
public entities. Former Mayor of Mexico City Cuauhtémoc 
Cárdenas and current director General of International 
Affairs represented Mayor Miguel Ángel Mancera. The 
luncheon highlighted the strong cultural, commercial and 
educational ties between L.A. and Mexico City.

CHAMBER HEARS FROM DEPUTY MAYOR OF 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS  
Amb. Nina Hachigian, the newly appointed deputy mayor 
of International Affairs for the Office of Mayor Eric Garcetti, 
addressed members of the Chamber’s Global Initiatives 
Council, where she shared an update on the City’s current 
plans for strengthening its global reach. “L.A. has a present, 
a future and a truly exceptional global city path, more diverse 

than any other city and second to none,” said Hachigian. Amb. Hachigian facilitated an 
open discussion to solicit ideas from participants about priorities for the future work of 
her office.

PORT OF LONG BEACH EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR TALKS BUILDING THE 
GREEN PORT OF THE FUTURE 
 
Mario Cordero, executive director of the Port of 
Long Beach, addressed members of the Global 
Initiatives Council, providing a briefing on the 
Port’s performance in 2017, plans to expand 
exports, the Port’s clean air program and future 
construction projects. “International trade is alive and well and will continue to be 
strong ... By 2029, international trade will drive two thirds of the nation’s economy,” 
said Cordero. The session also included a global trade policy recap for the year by Brian 
Peck, vice chair of Trade Policy for the Council and director of the USC Gould School of 
Law, Transnational Law & Business Center.

AMCHAM COLOMBIA – JULY
 
The Chamber and the American Chamber Colombia (AMCHAM) signed and 
formalized a Memorandum of Understanding. This document provides the 
parameters to organize seminars and exchange commercial information to 
facilitate and promote trade between Colombia and the L.A. region. Colombia is 
the L.A. region’s 28th largest trading partner with a total annual bilateral trade 
of $1.5 billion.

INSTITUTE FOR FOREIGN TRADE, SPAIN – OCTOBER
 
The Chamber and the Spanish Institute for Foreign Trade signed a commercial 
and investment agreement, which was formalized after the opening ceremony of 
the Southern California-Spain Investment Summit held in Los Angeles. Spain is 
the L.A. region’s 30th trading partner, with a total bilateral trade of $1.4 billion 
in 2016. 

INVESTMENT & FOREIGN TRADE AGENCY OF BUENOS 
AIRES CITY – OCTOBER
 
The Chamber and the Investment & Foreign Trade Agency of Buenos Aires 
City (InvestBA) formalized an agreement to provide the framework to develop 
mutually beneficial trade and investment programs aimed at strengthening the 
commercial relations between Buenos Aires and the L.A. region. Argentina is the 
L.A. region’s 54th trading partner, with a total bilateral trade of more than $300 
million in 2016.

CHAMBER HOSTS PRIME MINISTER OF ESTONIA  
Estonian Prime Minister Jüri Ratas and a delegation of 20 business executives and 
government officials visited the Chamber to receive a briefing on the economic importance 
of the L.A. region and to discuss bilateral trade opportunities. The delegation was 
accompanied by Honorary Consul Jaak Treiman and newly appointed Estonian Ambassador 
to the U.S., Amb. Lauri Lepik. Prime Minister Ratas shared information about Estonia’s 
e-Business Register, an advanced and secure online tool that allows non-Estonian citizens 
to register and establish a company in Estonia within minutes and without a physical 
presence in Estonia.
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CHAMBER 
WELCOMES 
BERLIN MAYOR 
AND CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 
TO L.A.  

The Chamber hosted a 
delegation of business 
and political leaders 
from Sister City Berlin, 
including the Governing Mayor of Berlin Michael Mueller and German Consul General 
to L.A. Hans Joerg Neumann. The delegation received an economic overview of L.A.’s 
six mega-regions from Beacon Economics Founding Partner Chris Thornberg. The group 
also took part in a private studio tour as guests of Chamber Board Chair and SVP of 
Legal and Government Affairs at NBCUniversal, Steve Nissen. The trip celebrates the 
50th anniversary of the Los Angeles-Berlin Sister City relationship.

LAREXC HOSTS AMBASSADOR OF VIETNAM 
LARExC met with H.E. Pham Quang Vinh, Vietnamese 
ambassador to the U.S., to discuss plans for a concrete 
partnership with several regions in Vietnam. The 
ambassador’s visit followed a meeting with 21 members of 

the Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry in August. In 2016, Vietnam became the 
L.A. region’s fourth largest trading partner, with a total bilateral trade of $18 billion.
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– H.E. Tony Blair 
91st World Trade Week Kickoff Breakfast.

…Consider Los Angeles and your extraordinary 
position as the location where some of the 
trade of the world comes into America. The 
one thing that is for sure, is that protectionism 
is a cul-de-sac. And the more we strengthen 
trading links, the more there is commercial 
intercourse between nations, the likely we are 
to see prosperity.

“
Learn more about the Chamber’s Center for Global Trade & Foreign Investment department at 

lachamber.com/globalinitiatives

Contact the Center: 

   President, Center for Global Trade & Foreign Investment – Carlos J. Valderrama,  
213.580.7570 or cvalderrama@lachamber.com

   Director, Center for Global Trade & Foreign Investment – Jasmin Sakai-Gonzalez,  
213.580.7569 or jgonzalez@lachamber.com 

   Coordinator, Center for Global Trade & Foreign Investment – Michelle Dong,  
213.580.7583 or mdong@lachamber.com

   Global Initiatives Council meetings 
Feb. 21, March 21, June 20, Aug. 15, Oct. 17 and Nov. 21

   92nd Annual World Trade Week Kickoff Breakfast  
May 4

        
Visit our website for more information about upcoming 
events at lachamber.com/events.    

2018 events:

Thank you to our sponsor


