
[ BOLD IN BUSINESS



As the largest and most influential 
business association in Los Angeles 
County, the Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce is the voice 
of business in our region. For more 
than 127 years, the L.A. Area 
Chamber has served the needs of 
business through our programs and 
advocacy initiatives. Join us as we 
help create a better L.A. 

For more than 10 years in a row the  
Los Angeles Business Journal  has 
ranked the L.A. Area Chamber as the 
No. 1 chamber of commerce in the 
Southern California region.
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The Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce champions economic 
prosperity and quality of life for the Los Angeles region by being the 
voice of business, promoting collaboration and helping members grow.

• The interests of more than 235,000 businesses in L.A. County
• More than 1,650 member companies
• More than 650,000 employees
• Small, medium and large-sized companies  
• Businesses from more than 35 industry sectors 

• More than 40,000 referrals to member companies
• 120 plus business and professional development programs
• More than 25 advocacy and signature events
• Nearly 100 graduates participating in our civic leadership programs
• More than 10,000 job opportunities and internships for L.A. youth
• And much more

Today, the Chamber serves a diverse membership of businesses of 
every size, from nearly every industry, in every community across 
L.A. County. 

MISSION: 

HISTORY:
Founded in 1888, the Chamber has helped to shape the region we live 
in today. The Chamber has been a key driver of powerhouse industries 
ranging from agriculture, to manufacturing, to international trade. 
We’ve played a critical role in the development of our region’s most 
significant projects including our deep-water ports, water resources 
and freeway system. And this is just the beginning.

MEMBERSHIP: 

THE CHAMBER REPRESENTS... 

AND, EACH YEAR WE DELIVER...
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BOLD IN BUSINESS

The Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, as a trustee for the 
current and future welfare of the region, seeks full prosperity for the 
Los Angeles area.

VISION: 



The Chamber’s ACCESS events are the region’s premier advocacy trips bringing together participants 
and partners from across the county to advance a shared pro-business agenda. ACCESS events allow 
members to meet elected officials and policy makers at the local level at ACCESS L.A. City Hall, the 
state level at ACCESS Sacramento and the federal level at ACCESS Washington, D.C. Past meetings with 
lawmakers have included:

ACCESS

The Chamber is your introduction to local, state and federal lawmakers and elected 
officials. Our advocacy programs provide opportunities for members to meet with 
policymakers and engage civic leaders in meaningful dialogue surrounding the issues 
most important to business.  

ACCESS Event Series

Accenture Pancakes & Politics Breakfast Speaker Series
Distinguished panelists discuss timely political issues at the monthly breakfast series open to 
Diamond Club, Circle Level and Board members. Each breakfast program provides an intimate forum 
for dialogue with lawmakers on specific business topics. Past speakers have include

SHAPING STATE POLICY. Gov. Jerry Brown joins Chamber President and CEO Gary Toebben; Chamber 2011 Board Chair Joseph Czyzyk, Mercury 
Air Group;  and board members at the Chamber to discuss the state budget and other policy issues. LEADING THE WAY. More than 150 business, 
civic and elected leaders gathered in the nation’s capital for the annual Los Angeles on the Hill – ACCESS Washington, D.C. trip to help move 
America forward. In a briefing that also featured Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, Sen. Barbara Boxer discussed Los Angeles’ leading role in 
transportation funding, saying, “L.A. should be proud.”

	L.A. County Supervisor Don Knabe

	L.A. City Controller Wendy Greuel

	U.S. Rep. Xavier Becerra

	Senate pro Tem Darrell Steinberg

	Attorney General Kamala Harris

	L.A. City Controller Ron Galperin

	U.S. Chamber of Commerce President  
& CEO Tom Donohue

	U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein

	U.S. Sen. Barbara Boxer   

	White House Chief of Staff Bill Daley

	U.S. Sen. Majority Leader Harry Reid

	U.S. Secretary of Transportation  
Ray Lahood

	Members of the L.A. City Council
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INFLUENCE

The Chamber has organized the work of its advocacy efforts into six Public 
Policy Councils. These groups meet approximately nine times each year, with 
some meetings featuring high-profile topics of interest to many in the business 
community. Other meetings are held via phone or web conferencing and feature 
more issue or industry-specific topics. The Chamber’s Councils include:

Public Policy Councils

Government regulations increasingly impact your ability to do business. As the 
leading advocate on business issues in the L.A. region, the Chamber works to create 
and sustain a favorable business environment at the local, state and federal level. 
Working with you and for you, we make certain the business perspective is heard.

Industry Councils

Political Action Committee

Chamber members assist in developing targeted programs that stimulate 
business growth within key industry sectors through their involvement in 
Chamber Industry Councils. 

The Chamber’s L.A. JOBS Political Action Committee supports business 
friendly candidates and makes political contributions to key initiatives at 
the local and state levels. 

Public Policy Counsel
The Chamber provides public policy consulting to Gold, Platinum and 
Diamond Club members on specific issues impacting their business.

 Education & Workforce Development

 Energy, Water, & Environmental 

Sustainability

 Government & Fiscal Affairs

 Health Care

 Innovation & Technology

 Land Use, Construction & Housing

 Transportation & Goods Movement

 Global Initiatives

 Nonprofit

 Small Business
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The Chamber receives hundreds of product and service inquiries and makes 
more than 40,000 referrals to our members each year.

CONNECTIONS

Chamber Referrals

The bi-monthly referral forum enables members to expand their contacts, 
develop strategic relationships and exchange legitimate business leads.

Referral Network Breakfast

These popular mixers bring together a cross-section of business and 
industry sectors allowing Chamber members to network, connect and build 
relationships. 

Business After Hours Mixers

Ambassador’s Club

This series offers insightful presentations from industry leaders on 
successful business practices to help members grow their business.

Power Hour Series

The Chamber’s Ambassadors are member volunteers who engage other 
members in Chamber programs at events and networking sessions. Through 
their engagement, the program provides significant personal and professional 
development opportunities for the volunteers.*  

The Chamber hosts many special receptions and events throughout the year 
providing even more opportunities to make connections. 

Receptions and Special Events

* Participation by application 

When it comes to growing your business…it’s not what you know, it’s who you know. 
From referrals, to networking functions, to business matchmaking, the Chamber’s 
many business development programs provide opportunities to connect with potential 
purchasers and build business relationships throughout the year.

New Chamber members are invited to attend a member orientation and 
reception to learn more about the Chamber’s benefits and opportunities, while 
connecting with fellow members.

Member Orientation and Reception

The Chamber provides members with an opportunity to meet other business 
people in a relaxed, comfortable social setting.

Connect for Lunch
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Los Angeles County is the small business capital of the world with more than 200,000 

small businesses. The Chamber supports small business through our ongoing business 

and professional development programs as well as programs tailored to meet the needs 

of small business owners.

Small Business Owners Roundtable

Small Business Council 

SMALL BUSINESS

Designed to enhance the best practices of small business owners, the roundtable 
provides a forum for Chamber members to build meaningful relationships, discuss 
issues, and share challenges and solutions to further develop their business. 

The Small Business Council helps to set the Chamber’s advocacy agenda and 
develop new programs and services for small business members.

The Chamber offers many more programs and opportunities for small 
businesses including:

 Bottom-Line Benefits

 Business After Hours Mixers

 Connect for Lunch

 Power Hour Series

 Referral Network Breakfast

 SCORE Counseling

 The Connection Point Series

 And much more

BidEdge
BidEdge collects RFPS and bid notices from 95 percent of all published U.S. 
government agencies at the federal, state and local levels on a daily basis and 
delivers new business opportunities to you, based on your preferred search 
parameters. We do the legwork to collect actionable information on government 
and private sector subcontracting opportunities and deliver that information to you 
to help you grow your business.
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FOCUS ON

Tech Thursdays
Created in partnership with Microsoft for L.A. Area Chamber members, Tech 
Thursday is a monthly hands-on tech training program that helps small businesses 
learn how to leverage technology to help their business grow.

Westside Connect
Westside Connect is a monthly program for L.A. Area Chamber members located 
in West Los Angeles and the beach communities to network over breakfast in the 
neighborhood where they do business.



Bottom-Line Benefits  
The Bottom-Line Benefits program helps lower overall costs by
offering substantial discounts on shipping, parking and office supplies.

Member Advantage  
The Chamber’s member-to-member discount program allows members to save 
money on the products and services of fellow members. Participation also 
provides a valuable promotional channel to increase exposure for
products and services.

Notary Public  
The Chamber provides complimentary notary services to members.

Rebate Programs  
Members save on utility costs with Chamber member utility companies 
including the Los Angeles Department of Water & Power, the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California, Southern California Edison and The Gas 
Company.

Room Rental Discounts 
Members receive discounted rental rates on meeting rooms in the Chamber 
building.

SAVINGS

Reducing costs is a concern for every business. The Chamber’s cost saving 
programs offer tangible discounts on office products and services to meet 
the needs of every business.  
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GLOBAL INITIATIVES
Southern California is the largest international trade center in the United States, and 

the Chamber represents a significant number of trade-focused businesses.  For these 

members, we offer customized programs to build international relationships and expand 

global reach.  

Business Matchmaking and Trade Missions  
The Chamber arranges one-on-one meetings between foreign business 
delegates and local U.S. companies and supports trade missions that match Southern 
California businesses with potential partners overseas.

eCertify, Certificates of Origin, Free Sale and Activity  
Chamber members receive letters of invitation for foreign delegations and discounted 
certificates of origin, which are required by certain foreign countries. 
In addition, the Chamber provides certificates of free sale and activity. 

International Trade Activities Calendar  
The calendar of international trade activities keeps the trade community abreast of 
important events in Southern California.

Roundtable Discussions  
The Chamber hosts intimate discussions with ambassadors, trade ministers and high-level 
officials on trade issues and opportunities.

Trade Briefings  
These quarterly briefings connect local businesses with export/import 
representatives, trade consuls and diplomats from featured nations and provide exposure 
to new market opportunities in hot industries.

World Trade Week 
The Chamber hosts a series of educational events and activities highlighting the benefits 
and importance of international trade to our region during the month of May.
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Economic Outlook Briefing
The Chamber offers an economic briefing from top economists to keep members 
engaged on issues affecting L.A.’s economy. The briefing is open to Diamond Club, 
Circle Level and Board members.

SCORE Counseling   
Free one-on-one business counseling services are available to Chamber 
members by appointment through our partnership with the Service Corps of 
Retired Executives (SCORE).

Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies   
The Chamber provides complimentary participation in member ribbon cutting 
ceremonies to help support the growth of business in our community. 

Bixel Exchange
Bixel Exchange is a small business development center hosted at the Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce, specializing in serving the technology community in  
Los Angeles. 

RESOURCES
““Most consumers think that being active in the 

local chamber of commerce is an effective 
business strategy overall.

 – American Chamber of Commerce Executives.
    “The Real Value of Joining a Local Chamber 
     of Commerce.” 

The right skills and tools can make all the difference. The Chamber’s 
professional development programs and other resources help give members an 
edge in today’s competitive business environment.
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 LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
SCLN is helping build the next generation of leaders through experiential learning 
for mid- to executive-level professionals from business, non profit and government 
sectors -strengthening the knowledge and diversity of decision makers. SCLN fel-
lowships are eight to nine month cohort-based programs. Through both classroom 
learning and excursions, SCLN Fellows take a deep dive into both long-term and 
trending issues and assets central to the future of our region. Professional devel-
opment and leadership experts also provide assessments and activities to hone 
Fellows’ leadership skills.

Leadership L.A.
Fellows meet one Friday per month to explore L.A. County’s unique assets and the 
challenges facing our region.

Leadership Southern California
Fellows meet one Friday per month to experience deep exposure to regional issues affecting 
Southern California’s 5 counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Riverside and 
Ventura.

Every year Southern California Leadership Network graduates 
more than 100 alumni who go on to serve on civic boards and 
commissions, and hold elected office and business and community 
leadership roles throughout Southern California.[

Alumni Network
Graduates of SCLN’s three fellowships become part of the extensive and supportive SCLN 
Alumni Network. With nearly 2,000 members, this group has exclusive access to ongoing 
education, inspiration and networking opportunities. 

California Connections
Fellows travel to California’s five mega-regions, spending two to three days every-other month 
engaging with statewide leaders on crosscutting themes such as innovation in job creation, 
water, immigration, and infrastructure, and exploring the unique issues each region in Califor-
nia is tackling.
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The Chamber’s award-winning publications and exclusive marketing opportunities help 
our members stay informed and reach new customers.

The Business Perspective  
Chamber members can sign-up to receive a weekly political commentary from Chamber 
President & CEO Gary Toebben.

Community Calendar  
The Chamber’s online community calendar at lachamber.com provides a vehicle to promote 
educational forums and seminars held in the community. 

Chamber Voice  
Chamber members receive Chamber Voice, the award-winning quarterly newsletter of the L.A. 
Area Chamber.  

Inside Global Trade
The Chamber publishes a monthly e-newsletter with information about upcoming global 
initiatives programs, opportunities and community events.

L.A. Business This Week   
Chamber members can sign-up to receive a weekly email newsletter highlighting Chamber 
activities and important policy developments of the week. 

lachamber.com 
Chamber members are profiled in the Chamber’s online Business Directory, which generates 
thousands of referrals every year. Member companies receive hyperlinks to their Web site from 
lachamber.com, which receives more than 20,000 unique visitors per week.

Los Angeles Business Magazine  
All Chamber members are included in the Chamber’s annual magazine, member directory and 
relocation guide, Los Angeles Business, distributed to 15,000 business leaders, government 
officials and Chamber members.

MyChamberApp
The Chamber’s mobile application, MyChamberApp allows your business to be pinpointed on an 
easy-to-navigate map. It also features hot deals, events listings and a searchable database of 
members.

Trade Intelligence Brief
Members who opt-in receive trade news from around the world.

World Trade Week Calendar
The World Trade Week online calendar at worldtradeweek.com allows members 
to promote international trade related events.

Chamber Advertising   
The Chamber’s affordable advertising programs deliver members’ messages to potential new 
customers in Chamber publications including Chamber Voice, L.A. Business This Week and 
Los Angeles Business. lachamber.com provides additional advertising opportunities. 

INFORMATION
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EDUCATION & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
The Chamber is a leading advocate for education reform and provides programs to 
help businesses connect to schools, expand college access and develop the future 
workforce. 

Together with the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD), the Chamber helps 
businesses partner with small learning communities to provide applied learning through job 
shadowing and internships, theme-based projects and educator development.

Small Learning Communities

In partnership with Junior Achievement of Southern California, the Chamber matches 
businesses and high schools in job shadowing opportunities intended to give students an 
up-close look of a real work environment.  

Job Shadowing

The Chamber connects more than 150 business executives and public school principals for a 
hands-on exchange designed to build relationships between businesses and schools.  

Principal for a Day and Executive for a Day

Connect to Schools

The Chamber hosts the annual College and Career Convention and Financial Aid Workshops, 
which provide more than 15,000 students and families each year with college-access 
information and hands-on assistance completing financial aid forms.

Cash for College

In partnership with the City of Los Angeles, the Chamber convenes businesses that are 
committed to hiring young adults through the HIRE LA’s Youth program, which connects 
10,000 local youth to jobs each year. 

HIRE LA’s Youth

The Chamber hosts free workshops throughout the year for youth to become job-ready by learn-
ing interviewing techniques, resume writing, workplace ethics and job retention skills needed to 
succeed in today’s workforce. 

L.A. Youth at Work Job Skills Workshops

Expand College Access

Develop the Future Workforce

The Chamber pre-screens and certifies young job-seekers to help provide employers with 
access to a qualified pool of candidates through its Work Readiness Certification program.

Work Readiness Certification

1 Public Policy Institute of California. (2007). “Can California Import Enough College 
  Graduates to Meet Workforce Needs?”
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The Chamber hosts a number of high-profile business, industry and civic awards 
events throughout the year for members and the public.  

ACCESS Event Series
The Chamber’s ACCESS events are the region’s premier annual advocacy trips to L.A. City 
Hall, Sacramento and Washington, D.C.  Each year, ACCESS events connect businesses 
with policymakers and elected officials on the issues that matter most. 

Cash for College Convention
One of the biggest events of its kind in the nation, the college and career convention 
expands access to education for all L.A. students and families.

Holiday and V.I.P. Receptions
The Chamber’s annual holiday party brings members together for an evening of 
celebration. V.I.P. receptions are hosted throughout the year.

Inaugural Dinner
Attracting a who’s who of state, county and local political, civic and business 
sectors, the Chamber’s annual gala installs the new Chair of the Board and honors 
extraordinary businesses with distinguished awards.

Principal for a Day Luncheon 
Celebrating business leaders, elected officials and community leaders participating in 
the Chamber’s Principal and Executive for a Day programs, the luncheon inspires future 
business leaders to get hands-on experience leading a public school.

Small Business Awards
Presented in partnership with the U.S. Small Business Administration, the awards 
luncheon recognizes the Small Business Person of the Year and other champions 
of Los Angeles’ small business economy.

Southern California Visionaries
This distinguished awards luncheon honors individuals who have demonstrated outstanding 
achievements in civic leadership and celebrates those whose vision has inspired action, 
collaboration and positive community outcomes.

State of Infrastructure
State of Infrastructure is an exclusive, half-day summit on the state and future of 
infrastructure investment in the Los Angeles region. The summit features a discussion with 
executives, leaders and policy makers of Los Angeles’ largest corporations and government 
agencies on how to update and expand the infrastructure needed to maintain L.A.’s 
economic competitiveness.

World Trade Week Kickoff Breakfast
Bringing together Southern California’s international trade community, this kickoff 
breakfast rewards excellence in trade companies and presents scholarships to 
students pursing careers in world trade.
 

Signature Events
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Chamber members benefit from the programs and initiatives of our 
strategic partners and affiliates.

Regional coalition dedicated to 
the development of solutions to 
the transportation issues facing 

Southern California

Chamber partner working to 
train and develop exemplary and 

diverse leaders

Chamber affiliate facilitating 
education and workforce 
development programs

Partners and Affiliates
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Research shows, affiliation with the Chamber translates into 
business results2. Join the more than 1,650 members who 
benefit from the Chamber’s business development, advocacy 
and costs-savings programs. Whether a large corporation or 
a small business, there’s a Chamber membership level right for 
your organization.

Join Us

Employees  Annual Dues
     1 - 20          $500
     21 - 50          $750
     51 - 100             $1,000
     100+           $1,500

2 American Chamber of Commerce Executives Study. “The Real Value of Joining a Local Chamber of Commerce.”  
   Aug. 2, 2007. 

Small Business 
Standard Membership

Corporate
Circles of Support

$50,000

Diamond
Club
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     Bronze          $1,500
     Silver           $3,000
     Gold             $5,000
     Platinum          $10,000



•  Access to business development and networking events
•  Access to Chamber discount and rebate programs
•  Access to Chamber referrals and referral network
•  Access to professional development programs
•  Access to Public Policy and Industry Councils
•  Company listing in Chamber business directory (online and print)
•  Certificates of origin discount
•  Complimentary notary services
•  Complimentary ribbon cutting ceremony
•  Complimentary SCORE counseling 
•  Cost-effective advertising opportunities in Chamber publications
•  Discounted leadership programs
•  Invitations to Chamber signature events
•  Invitations to ACCESS event series
•  Proud member logo available for use on Web site
•  Room rental discount
•  Subscriptions to Chamber publications 

STANDARD

    Standard benefits
    Unlimited number of company contacts for Chamber communications
    Identified as Circle Level Member and up to four listings in Chamber 
    business directory
    Priority listing in online directory
    One CD-ROM business directory
    Priority seating at Chamber signature events
    Invitations to exclusive V.I.P. receptions
    Access to Accenture Pancakes & Politics Breakfast Speaker Series
    Invitations to President’s Welcome Luncheon

BRONZE

    Bronze benefits
    Invitations to semi-annual economic forecast 
    Invitations to special public policy briefings
    Recognition at Inaugural Dinner
    Recognition in annual report

SILVER

     Silver benefits
     Direct access to Chamber public policy counsel 
     Invitations to President’s dinner

GOLD

     Gold benefits
     Chamber representation at legislative hearings
     Priority sponsorship at signature events

PLATINUM

     Platinum benefits
     Customized benefits package 
     Nomination to Chamber Executive Committee and Board of Directors

DIAMOND CLUB

All standard benefits included in all  levels

Membership Benefits
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The Chamber gratefully acknowledges the support of our largest member 
investors, the Diamond Club, for their help in fulfilling the Chamber’s mission.*

Diamond Club Members
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