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TRANSPORTATION & GOODS MOVEMENT COUNCIL MEETING 
July 7, 2020 

10-11:30 a.m. 
 

 
1. WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS  
 
2. Presentations: Transportation Landscape 2020 and Beyond  

INVEST in America: Federal Transportation Efforts 
• Congressmember Alan Lowenthal (CA-47)   

U.S. House of Representatives – Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure 
As a member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Committee, 
Congressmember Lowenthal will discuss the INVEST in America Act. It is a transportation 
investment response to COVID-19 that includes a surface transportation funding 
authorization, which is part of the larger Moving Forward Act (HR 2). Lowenthal 
represents California’s 47th district, and understands the critical role that global trade 
and high quality transportation play in the Los Angeles region. 

o Q&A  
Revisiting Connect SoCal the 2020-245 RTP/SCS 
• Kome Ajise   

Executive Director, Southern California Association of Governments 
In April the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) agreed to a 120-day 
extension to collect further stakeholder input on the Connect SoCal RTP/SCS, which the 
Chamber and other business organizations requested. Executive Director Kome Ajise will 
update us on the 60-day report back to SCAG’s Board. 

o Q&A  
State Transportation Funding Outlook 
• Mitch Weiss   

Executive Director, California Transportation Commission  
Mitch Weiss was named Executive Director of the California Transportation Commission 
(CTC) in January this year. As Executive Director of the CTC, Weiss is responsible for 
executing the Commission’s directive through programming and allocating funds for the 
state’s transportation improvements. Weiss will discuss his role and the outlook for SB 1 
funding given the change in travel patterns due to COVID-19. 

o Q&A  
 

Chair: Steve Finnegan, Automobile Club of Southern 
California 
Co-Chairs:  
Fran Inman, Majestic Realty Co. 
Hilary Norton, Fixing Angelenos Stuck in Traffic  
(FAST) 
Erick Martell, Port of Los Angeles 
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3. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

• Government & Fiscal Affairs; 7/7 
• Education and Workforce: 7/10 
• Land Use, Construction, & Housing Council: 7/22 
• Accenture’s Presents Pancakes and Politics: 7/24 

 
 



 
 

 Honorable Alan Lowenthal  
U.S. House of Representatives 

 
 

Congressman Alan Lowenthal is serving his fourth term in the U.S. House of Representatives 
representing California's 47th District, which encompasses portions of eastern Los Angeles 
County and western Orange County. He was first elected in 2012 and reelected in 2014, 2016, 
and 2018. 
 
Congressman Lowenthal standing on the steps of the US Capitol buildingPrior to joining 
Congress, he served a two-decade tenure as, first, a Long Beach, California city council member, 
then, as a California legislator. In Washington, D.C., Congressman Lowenthal has continued his 
dedication to common-sense bipartisan solutions that earned him a reputation among his 
colleagues and constituents as one of the most respected and effective legislators in both Long 
Beach and Sacramento. 
 
Born March 8, 1941, Congressman Alan Lowenthal was raised in the Queens Borough of New 
York City. After earning his Bachelor’s Degree from Hobart and William Smith Colleges and his 
Ph.D. from Ohio State University, he moved to Long Beach, California in 1969 where he taught 
Community Psychology at California State University, Long Beach until 1998. 
 
Congressman Lowenthal successfully ran for Long Beach City Council in 1992, where he served 
for six years. He then continued his leadership in Sacramento, first serving three terms as a State 
Assembly member, then two terms as a State Senator. 
 
As a city council member, and then as a state legislator, the Congressman fought against the 
then-commonplace private and public sector belief that environmental protections and economic 
success at the ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles were mutually exclusive. His landmark 
environmental legislative efforts helped lead the two adjacent ports toward becoming the 
cleanest and greenest ports in the world, while also remaining the busiest and most successful 
container port complex in the Western Hemisphere. The green business model advocated by the 
Congressman and instituted by the two ports has become a role model for ports throughout the 
world. 
 
While a State Assembly member, and as a founding member of the Assembly's Bipartisan 
Caucus, he paved the way for creation of California’s first ever independent Citizens 
Redistricting Commission, which took the power of redistricting out of the hands of politicians 
and gave it back to the people. In addition, the Congressman led legislative efforts to revamp the 
state's K-12 and higher education systems. He championed the College Promise Partnership Act 
to help K-12 students better transition to college. The passage of his Student Success Act also 
helped higher education students by introducing significant reforms to the state community 
college system that focused on increasing graduation and transfer rates. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Congress, he serves on both the House Natural Resources Committee (HNRC) and the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee (T&I). He is the Chair of the HNRC's Energy and 
Mineral Resources subcommittee. He also serves on the HNRC's National Parks, Forests, and  
 
Public Lands and the Water, Oceans, and Wildlife subcommittees. As a member of the T&I 
Committee, he serves on the Highways and Transit, the Water Resources and Environment, the 
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation, and the Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials 
subcommittees. 
 
Representing one of the most ethnically diverse districts in the nation, Congressman Lowenthal 
has championed human rights in Congress, not just at home, but throughout the world. He has 
also brought his strong support for LGBT rights to Washington, where he became the first 
Congress member to permanently fly the Pride flag outside his office. In addition, he has 
continued his long history of fighting for environmental protections, with a new mission to bring 
the issue of climate change to the front in Congress as chair of the more than 60-member Safe 
Climate Caucus. 
 
For further information, please contact the Washington, DC office at (202) 225-7924 



 
 
 
 

Kome Ajise 
Executive Director 

Southern California Association of Governments 
 
 
 
Kome Ajise is the new executive director of the Southern California Association of Governments. 
He has three decades of experience in regional planning and transportation, most recently as the 
Director of Planning at SCAG. Prior to working at SCAG, Kome was the Chief Deputy Director 
at the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), where he was responsible for internal 
operations, overseeing more than 18,000 employees and a budget in excess of $1.1 billion. 
Previously, he was Caltrans’ Deputy Director of Planning and Modal Programs and oversaw the 
Aeronautics, Mass Transportation, Rail, Transportation Planning, Local Assistance, and Research 
Innovation and System Information Divisions. Kome has a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Geography and Regional Planning from the University of Benin, Nigeria and a Master of City and 
Regional Planning degree from California State University, Fresno. 

 

 Mitch Weiss 
Executive Director 

California Transportation Commission 
 
 

Mr. Weiss has served as a member of the Commission’s staff for more than a dozen years. Most 
recently, he served for two years as the Chief Deputy Director. In this capacity, he served as a 
principal policy advisor to the Commission, responsible for carrying out the Commission’s 
policies and programs and overseeing its internal operations. He led the Commission’s 
implementation of Senate Bill 1, which provided the first significant, stable, and ongoing 
increase in California’s transportation funding in more than two decades. This effort included 
dozens of public workshops and culminated in the commitment of over $9 billion in SB 1 funds 
in just 13 months. Mr. Weiss previously held positions as the Commission’s Deputy Director for 
Programming, policy advisor for the Commission’s Road Charge Technical Advisory 
Committee, and the Deputy Secretary for Administration and Finance at the California State 
Transportation Agency. 
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