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Coming up  
at the Chamber 

View all upcoming events on 

our Web calendar.  
 
WED | Nov. 15  
Microsoft Get Net Safe 
Protect Your PC, Youself and 
Your Family  
more info  
 
THU | Nov. 16  
Land Use, Construction & 
Housing Committee Meeting 
more info  
 
FRI | Nov. 17  
Energy & Natural Gas 
Special Meeting  
more info  
 
TUE | Nov. 28  
Referral Network 
Grow Your Business  
more info 
 
TUE | Nov. 28  
Transportation & Goods 
Movement Committee 
Meeting  
more info 
 
TUE | Nov. 28  
Environmental Quality 
Committee Meeting  
more info  
 
TUE | Nov. 28  
Holiday VIP Reception  
more info 
 
The Los Angeles Area Chamber 
of Commerce is the voice of 
business in L.A. County. 
Founded in 1888, the Chamber 
promotes a prosperous 
economy and quality of life in 
the Los Angeles region. For 
more information, visit 
www.lachamber.org 

350 S. Bixel St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
213.580.7500 tel 
213.580.7511 fax 
info@lachamber.org 

 

 

 
On Wednesday, Nov. 15, the Los Angeles City Council will vote on 
an ordinance that will tell 12 hotels on Century Boulevard near Los 
Angeles International Airport how much to pay their employees, how 
to distribute service charges and tips, and when they can replace 
employees if the hotel is sold.   

The City Council will justify this ordinance on the grounds that the 
hotels are located next to LAX, and because much of the business 
done by these hotels involves persons who fly in and out of LAX, the 
city has the right to extend its living wage ordinance to these hotels.  

The city’s living wage ordinance currently applies to companies that 
are located on city-owned property or have a business contract with 
the city. These hotels meet neither of these two criteria. They are 
located on private property and do not have a business contract with 
the city. Thus, this ordinance is about to break new ground that every 
privately held business in the city of L.A. has reason to be concerned 
about. 
 
That is why it's important that your voice is heard immediately. Call 
or e-mail your councilmember now: 

Dist. 1- Ed Reyes, 213.473.7001, reyes@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 2- Wendy Greuel, 213.473.7002, greuel@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 3- Dennis Zine, 213.473.7003, zine@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 4- Tom LaBonge, 213.473.7004, labonge@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 5- Jack Weiss, 213.473.7005, weiss@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 6- Tony Cardenas, 213.473.7006, cardenas@council.lacity.org
Dist. 7- Alex Padilla, 213.473.7007, padilla@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 8- Bernard Parks, 213.473.7008, parks@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 9- Jan Perry, 213.473.7009, perry@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 10- Herb Wesson, 213.473.7010, wesson@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 11- Bill Rosendahl, 213.473.7011, 
councilman.rosendahl@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 12- Greig Smith, 213.473.7012, smith@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 13- Eric Garcetti, 213.473.7013, garcetti@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 14- Jose Huizar, 213.473.7014, huizar@council.lacity.org 
Dist. 15- Janice Hahn, 213.473.7015, hahn@council.lacity.org 

At last week’s City Council meeting, several Councilmembers said 
that because “the city has spent billions of dollars at LAX, the City 
Council has the right to extend the living wage ordinance to these 
hotels that benefit from LAX.” In reality, the city of L.A. provides no 
funding for the operation of the airport. Fees paid by the airlines, 
airline travelers and concessionaires pay for LAX.  

Nine years ago when the city passed its living wage ordinance, 
business was told not to worry because the ordinance would only 
apply to businesses that voluntarily did business with the city.  The 
City Council's meeting this Wednesday is the reason the business 
community was worried nine years ago.     

The majority of the members of the L.A. City Council do not 
understand the message this ordinance sends to businesses in the city 
of L.A.—just like they didn’t understand the message that last year’s 
grocery store ordinance, which is now in court, sent to companies 
who were considering expanding and creating new jobs in L.A.   

Our only hope is that the City Council will listen to you. We suggest 
you contact them and visit about this subject. After all, your business 
could be next.  
 
And that’s The Business Perspective.  

 

Gary L. Toebben  
President & CEO 
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
The Business Perspective is a weekly opinion piece by Gary Toebben, 
President & CEO of the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, 
produced with the input of Senior Policy Advisor Rusty Hammer. 
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L.A. Business
THIS WEEK
View the latest 
issue of the 
Chamber's weekly 
email newsletter.
Contact us to 
subscribe. 
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