
 

 

May 24, 2019 

 

Ms. Gary Gero 

Chief Sustainability Officer 

County of Los Angeles 

500 West Temple St, Room 358 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

SUBJECT: OurCounty Discussion Draft Plan Comments 
 

Dear Mr. Gero, 
 

Thank you and your staff for meeting with members of the LA Chamber on May 17th to discuss 

the County’s Draft OurCounty Plan. The Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce (Chamber) is 

one of the largest and most influential business organizations in the Los Angeles region. Our 

organization represents over 1,650 organizations, which employ over 650,000 employees in the 

region. For over 130 years, the Chamber has proudly served its community working to improve 

the business climate and quality of life for the region.  

 

We appreciate the County’s efforts to develop an aspirational vision to guide sustainability efforts 

in LA County over a wide range of topics including water, energy, and climate, land use and 

transportation, housing, and workforce. The County undertook an impressive stakeholder 

engagement campaign, including outreach to key stakeholders and regional workshops to help 

inform the development of the plan. As one of the most prominent voices for business in the region, 

we submit the comments below.    

 

Goal 1: Resilient healthy community environments where residents thrive in place 

The Chamber supports addressing the County’s housing crisis; it is one of the most critical issues 

we face. However, to address the issue completely we need a solution that increases housing across 

the full spectrum. Measures like rent stabilization ordinances and inclusionary zoning negatively 

affect overall housing supply and naturally occurring, market rate affordable housing. In certain 

cases, unchecked rent control measures at the local level are a deterrent to creating more housing. 

The Office of the Legislative Analyst found that government attempts to make housing more 

affordable, like rent control, do “very little to address the underlying cause of California’s high 

housing costs: a housing shortage.” Furthermore, inclusionary zoning disincentives construction, 

constricts development of market rate housing and drives developers to build in nearby areas 

without these such requirements. This exacerbates the housing crisis in the Los Angeles area and 

increasingly forces residents to leave or employees to “drive-til-you-qualify,” thus increasing 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and congestion throughout Southern California.   

 

We appreciate that the draft plan looks to address housing by increasing the amount of affordable 

housing in proximity to job centers, transit, and open space amenities. Again, we emphasize the 

need to address housing at all levels of the spectrum. The County’s plan should include strategies 



 

 

and actions to ensure that the missing middle is address (80-100 percent AMI). As a way to 

encourage building for all levels, we suggest these strategies to the County: 

 Identify opportunities for more housing, 

 Updates to community plans, 

 Updates to zoning to allow for and create by-right development, 

 Fee reductions, moratoriums, and deferrals. 

High costs of housing and limited supply in Los Angeles County put many at risk of falling into 

poverty and homelessness, we are concerned that if we do not create housing opportunities LA 

will continue to lose its middle class and fail to be a sustainable county. 

 

Goal 2: Building infrastructure that support human health and resilience  

We support the plan’s goals to reach a building envelope that is net-zero carbon. It represents a 

market-driven, technology neutral approach to reaching our GHG and sustainability goals. By 

remaining technology neutral, building owners, developers and renovators can choose the 

appropriate energy source and associated appliances for their needs. The Chamber also believes 

that county investments made in storm water management should have the ultimate goal of 

compliance with MS4 permits. Measure W will help to fund certain projects to address stormwater 

runoff; the County’s water resiliency goals should be developed around compliance to avoid 

federal action.  

 

Goal 3: Equitable and sustainable land use and development without displacement 

There are a number of strategies in this goal the Chamber appreciates, including:  

 Pilot to allow for duplex, triplex, and secondary units in areas of low housing density, 

 Expanding the number and extend of transit oriented developments in the General Plan, 

 Inventory of all publicly-owned land near existing and future public transit, 

 Language for joint development opportunities on government owned properties , 

 Comprehensive review of land use and zoning requirements to remove barriers to, and 

ultimately incentivize infill development and multifamily housing. 

 

We are concerned about the proposed increases in tenant protections, including Right to Counsel. 

California is already at the forefront of providing tenant protections in the country, including 

eviction protections. Just cause eviction ordinances usually include tedious requirements beyond 

merely demanding the landlord to have cause to terminate the tenancy. These simplified 

explanations of just cause eviction requirements fail to account for the fact that for-cause evictions 

are substantially more difficult and expensive to complete. It is also problematic for the community 

as it takes away an owner’s ability to evict tenants who cause issues, such as nuisance and criminal 

activity, in a timely manner. 

 

Goal 7: A fossil fuel-free LA County 

We suggest an edit to the Goal 7, it should reflect a carbon neutral future for the County. Fossil 

fuels will continue to be a part of our energy portfolio for the foreseeable future. According to the 

Energy Information Administration, fossil fuels will still be needed to meet 80 percent of our 

energy demand by 2040. Fossil fuels play a critical role to major drivers of our local economy, 



 

 

like the bumper fuel required to ensure delivery of goods at the San Pedro Bay Port Complex, and 

jet fuel necessary for passenger arrivals and departures at our airports. Transporting the goods from 

our ports to local, regional, and national destinations also requires the use of fossil fuels. New 

technology is not available at a reasonable market price to replace our existing machines, and new 

technology adoption and scaling takes time.  

 

Phasing out fossil fuel production in the county would run counterintuitive to the ultimate goal to 

reduced GHGs from our energy and transportation sector, and would have extreme impacts on the 

local economy from job loss to cost of living increases. Los Angeles County would lose 

approximate 77,800 jobs and would be required to import fossil fuel from foreign nations. This 

will increase the cost of fuel and in turn increase the cost of doing business and living in Los 

Angeles County. Furthermore, by importing fuel we will increase GHG emissions due to the fuel 

required to navigate the supply to Los Angeles. California already produces the cleanest gasoline 

and diesel in the world, as we transition to new fuels it will be important to work with local 

suppliers to ensure a just transition to a new economy for existing workforce.  

 

We would also encourage the County to revise the language for a goal of 100 percent renewable 

energy, to also be 100 percent carbon free energy. Reliability and safety are tantamount for our 

energy grid, we need flexibility and diversity in our energy portfolio to meet our energy needs. A 

mix of renewable natural gas, hydro, solar, wind, distributed energy resources, and yet to be 

developed technologies will all be a part of our clean energy future. Moving forward, our lifestyle 

will demand more electricity consumption as we transition more of our transportation fleet to 

alternative fuel sources. A carbon free energy portfolio would allow the diversity necessary to 

reach our increasing demands and still help achieve our climate goals. 

 

Thank you again for taking the time to consider our comments on the draft plan, and for taking the 

time to meet with our members in person. Please contact Public Policy Manager, Kendal Asuncion, 

with any questions at kasuncion@lachamber.com or 213-580-7518. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Jessica Duboff 

Vice President, Public Policy 

mailto:kasuncion@lachamber.com

