
 

 

July 22, 2019 

 

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 

500 W. Temple St. 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Dear Supervisors: 

 

On behalf of the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, I write to raise concerns regarding 

the proposed art fee in the County of Los Angeles. We are supportive of the arts, especially since 

arts creates more foot traffic and business in our community; however we have strong concerns 

about any additional fees that increases the cost of construction in the midst of a housing and 

homelessness crisis in our region.  

 

Given that we are currently experiencing a severe housing crisis in Los Angeles, with the the 

County’s homeless count up 12 percent, adding more barriers to create much-needed homes is 

counter-intuitive to all the great work the County is already doing to address these issues. 

Through Measure H and in partnership with the City of Los Angeles with Proposition HHH, it is 

clear that addressing these critical issues are a priority. In fact, the first iteration of this proposed 

ordinance exempted residential development due to the negative impact on housing, which was 

noted in the resolution prepared by Los Angeles County Regional Planning staff in an earlier 

version of the proposal. Without this exemption, the County will be taking a few steps back in 

the push to house all Angelenos. For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Board to exempt 

residential development from the ordinance.  

 

We are pleased to see that affordable housing projects and residential projects of four units or 

fewer are exempted from this ordinance, as these are all important components in creating more 

housing on all levels. Additionally, we appreciate the County staff for their hard work and their 

willingness to meet and work with us on this proposal.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns and suggestions. If you have any questions, 

please contact Olivia Lee at olee@lachamber.com. 

Sincerely, 

 

Maria Salinas 

President & CEO 

 


