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early 400 business leaders 
gathered for the Los 

Angeles Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s annual 
Access L.A. City Hall event 

Thursday, Sept. 20 to discuss important 
issues impacting the future of L.A.’s 
economy, including the renovation of the 
Los Angeles International Airport (LAX), 
the growing and greening of the ports and 
curbing gang violence.

Maintaining a strong business climate 
and encouraging the business community 
to speak were the common themes 
throughout the day. 

“A strong economy begins with a job,” said 
Chamber Board Chair David Fleming, 
Latham & Watkins, LLP. “A strong 
business voice is essential to a strong 
economy.”

L.A. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, City 
Council President Eric Garcetti and City 
Controller Laura Chick kicked off the day. 
All three stressed the need for the business 
community and the city to work together 
on issues facing our region. 

“Los Angeles is a city with a diverse 
economy. We have to work in partnership,” 
Villaraigosa said. “The key is to have 
strong collaboration.” 

Villaraigosa thanked the Chamber for 
its continued leadership and partnership 
on issues including education reform, 
workforce training and helping youths 
find summer jobs. He also applauded the 
Chamber for its recent stance on health 
care reform.

“The fact that the Chamber has raised its 
hand on health care speaks volumes of 
how the Chamber is forward looking and 
always thinking ahead,” Villaraigosa said.

Garcetti echoed the need for more 
collaboration, mentioning his efforts to 
make the council more aware of business 
issues through the creation of the Jobs, 
Business Growth and Tax Reform 

committee. Chick suggested 
the need for a citywide 
economic development 
policy that would help 
businesses grow and plan for 
their future.

Throughout the morning, 
Chamber members heard 
from more than 30 civic 
leaders and lawmakers on 
key issues in Los Angeles. 
Sessions addressed 
affordable housing; growing 
and greening the ports; 
improving L.A.’s business 
climate; renovating LAX; 
gang violence, education and 
youth development; gridlock 
and public transportation; 
providing water and power 

to L.A.; and planning and building.

Renovating LAX 

The Los Angeles International Airport is a 
huge economic engine for the region—but 
flights, passengers and jobs are going to 
cities outside our region. Now is the time 
to take action on the renovation of LAX if 
we want the airport to go back to its glory 
days, and the business community must be 
a part of the conversation, said panelists at 
the Renovating LAX session.

“The business community has to stay 
engaged on big projects, like the green 
line and north airfield,” said L.A. Board of 
Airport Commissioners President Alan 
Rothenberg, 1st Century Bank. “We need 
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he Los 
Angeles 
Area 

Chamber of 
Commerce 
endorsed Gov. 

Arnold Schwarzenegger’s 
health care reform 
proposal in September, 
making it one of the first 
business organizations to 
come out in support of 
the plan.

The proposal includes a 
4 percent payroll fee on 
employers with 10 or 
more employees who do 
not already contribute 
at least that much to providing health 
insurance for their employees.

“All Californians deserve health coverage 
and all Californians should play a role in 
making that happen,” said Gary Toebben, 
president and CEO of the L.A. Area 
Chamber. “Placing the entire financial 
burden on the back of business is not a 
viable solution.” 

The Chamber urged Gov. Schwarzenegger 
and other state Legislators to use the 
proposal as a template to pass health 
care reform during the upcoming special 
legislative session. 

Standing with the 
Governor on health care 
reform

The Chamber supports comprehensive 
health care reform that expands access to 
affordable, quality health insurance and 
includes shared financing responsibility 
among all stakeholders in the health 
care system including: government, 
health plans, health care organizations, 
pharmaceutical companies, providers, 
employers, employees and individuals. 
The Chamber continues to oppose AB 8, 
which places the entire financial burden of 
expanding access on business.

For more information, contact Director 
of Public Policy Samuel Garrison, 
213.580.7568 or sgarrison@lachamber.org.

REFORMING HEALTH CARE. Chamber Board Chair David Fleming, Latham & 
Watkins, LLP, and Chamber President & CEO Gary Toebben discuss health care 
with Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger after a Capitol News Conference on Sept. 17.

to make sure the business community 
continues to keep the heat on decision 
makers.”

 Councilmember Bill Rosendahl, who 
said that safety at the airport is everyone’s 
main concern, encouraged the business 
community to urge the congressional 
delegation to fund transportation projects, 
including LAX. 

Community leaders fight 
gang violence

Government and education leaders spoke 
strongly about the negative impacts of 
gang activity at a session on gang violence, 
education and youth development. 
Currently there are seven times as many 
gangs and twice as many gang members 
in L.A. than in 1985, said Councilmember 
Janice Hahn.  

“Businesses can play a role,” said City 
Attorney Rocky Delgadillo, explaining that 
businesses can get involved with programs 
designed to influence preventive change 
among parents and children.

The panelists emphasized the need 
for after school programs, workforce 
development and job training as pivotal 
tools in keeping kids out of trouble and 
equipping them with the skills they need 
to secure good paying careers.

“By 2010, there will be 1 million available 
positions and a dramatic shortage of 
eligible workers, simply because of poor 
education,” said Pete Nash, Microsoft 
Corp.  

For more information, contact Director 
of Public Policy Samuel Garrison, 
213.580.7568 or sgarrison@lachamber.org.

STRONG COLLABORATION. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa asked the business 
community to work together with the city on issues facing the region at the 
Chamber’s annual Access L.A. City Hall.

LAX AT THE FOREFRONT. Councilmember Bill Rosendahl, left, speaks about the importance of having the business 
community urge the congressional delegation to fund transportation projects, with Chamber Board Member Chris 
Martin, AC Martin Partners.

The Chamber advocated for issues important to the City of Los Angeles at 
annual Access L.A. City Hall event      
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Through the Chamber’s Member Advantage discount program, you can save an 
additional 10 percent on your policies by doing business with United Insurance Partners. 
Let United Insurance Partners do the shopping so you can take advantage of great rates, 
quality companies, and prompt professional service from member insurance specialists. 
For more information, contact Armando Rivas at 800.707.2360 or www.go2uip.com/
lachamber.

The Chamber’s member-to-member discount offers a variety of savings, from hotel 
rooms to printing to shipping. If you’d like to offer Chamber members a discount on 
your products or services, contact 
Membership Manager Pat Clark, 
213.580.7595 or 
pclark@lachamber.org.

Putting the Focus Back on 
Infrastructure Projects 

Advocating for long-term infrastructure 
improvements to enhance the economy, create good 
jobs and improve our quality of life has been an 
important part of the mission of the Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Since our founding in 1888, 
the Chamber has played a major role in projects key 
to the growth of our region including the San Pedro 
Ports, the Metropolitan Water District, and dozens of 
highways and transit lines.

Critical now to our region’s growth is the renovation of the Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX). Serving 60 million travelers a year, LAX must be renovated in 
order to accommodate new and larger aircraft and remain competitive with other 
world-class airports. In August, Federal Aviation Administrator Marion C. Blakey 
spoke to the Chamber and urged the Los Angeles business community to give new 
momentum to the stalled efforts to renovate LAX.  

The Chamber has embraced this challenge and we will continue to promote the 
renovation of LAX and other major infrastructure projects at the ports, Caltrans, 
Metro, Metropolitan Water District and Los Angeles Department of Water and Power. 
As a trustee of the region, we will take a big picture view when evaluating these 
projects and make decisions based on what is in the best interest of the community as 
a whole. Without this big picture perspective, nearly every new infrastructure project 
is too expensive or too controversial to undertake.  

Most of the infrastructure that supports the economy of our region was built years 
ago.  It was designed and built when projects were cheaper and opposition from 
neighbors, environmentalists and business competitors were less vocal or non-
existent. Times are different. Infrastructure projects are much harder to build and 
much easier to stop. But the need for new infrastructure has not changed—it is 
greater today than ever before.  

In today’s political environment, if the broader business community does not speak 
up for these major investments, they probably won’t happen. Short term, no one may 
notice. Long term, everyone will notice and we will all lose. Thank you for adding 
your voice to this chorus through your membership and participation in the Los 
Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce.

Gary L. Toebben
President & CEO
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WED & THU | OCT. 10 & 11
Cash for College: College & Career 
Convention • L.A. students and their families are 
invited to attend the convention, which will feature 
representatives from colleges and universities 
from across the country, along with interactive 
career demonstrations and a wealth of information 
on scholarships and financial aid. For more 

information, contact Director of Education & Workforce Development Alma Salazar, 
213.580.7566 or asalazar@lachamber.org.

TUE | OCT. 16
Construction Industry Awards • The 72nd 
annual luncheon honors exceptional contributions 
in developing the built environment of L.A. to unite 
the region’s diverse communities. The event will 
honor Jim McNulty, Parsons Corporation; Gin 
Wong, Gin Wong Associates; and Carol Schatz and 
the Central City Association. For more information, 

contact Director of Events Michelle Attebery, 213.580.7585 or mattebery@lachamber.org.

THU-SAT | NOV. 1-3
World Trade Week International Business 
University Competition • The second annual 
competition will showcase the talents and skills 
of college students by challenging them to think 
and act like real world professionals. Participating 
students have the chance to win $12,500 in prize 
money. For more information, contact International 

Trade Manager Vanessa Pereda, 213.580.7538 or vpereda@lachamber.org.

MON | NOV. 5
Mobility 21 Summit • Join elected officials, 
transportation, business and community leaders for 
the sixth annual Mobility 21 Summit at the Ontario 
Convention Center. This year’s summit will focus on 
transportation priorities in the five-county region. 
For more information, contact Director of Public 

Policy Sam Garrison, 213.580.7568 or sgarrison@lachamber.org.

TUE | DEC. 4
Southern California Leadership Network 
Visionaries Luncheon • Join business 
executives, elected officials and community leaders 
for a luncheon to honor those who’ve shown 
extraordinary commitment to strengthening the 
L.A. community. The event will benefit Leadership 
L.A. and Leadership Southern California. For more 

information, contact V.P. of Leadership Programs Kevin Cottrell, 213.580.7577 or 
kcottrell@lachamber.org.

CALENdAr oF 
EVENTS 

Want to know what’s 
coming up at the Chamber 
this fall? Visit 
www.lachamber.org to view and register for upcoming events. 
Below are some key signature events you won’t want to miss: 
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

More than 9 million people - one-third of California’s residents – travel using the Metro system.

IN THE NEwS
“The governor received a boost Monday when the Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce endorsed his plan. Gary Toebben, who heads 
the chamber, said the plan is ‘based upon shared responsibility. 
Californians can no longer afford the status quo.’”  

- “Health reform: State could lead,” San Francisco Chronicle, Sept. 18.  

“‘We believe everyone should be part of the solution, not just 
businesses,’ said David Fleming, chairman of the Los Angeles Area 
Chamber. ‘Everyone has to have skin in this game.’”

-“L.A. Chamber of Commerce backs Governor’s health program,” Los Angeles Times, Sept. 18
 

“‘We are trying to build a 21st century school system and our 
taxpayers have voted to. But those projects are at risk and our 
visionary plan for new schools is at risk,’ said Chamber President and 
CEO Gary Toebben.” 

-“Leaders back school funding formula changes,” Daily News, Aug. 2

Chamber media highlights

Home and auto insurance at a discount
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Developed guiding 
principles for LAX   

      Renovation
The Chamber developed guiding principles 
to articulate our position on the Los Angeles 
International Airport and to assess the 
viability of airport renovation proposals. 
The Chamber continued to facilitate and 
host stakeholder meetings on bringing LAX 
back to its glory days as a leading world-class 
airport.
Bottom line: LAX is a $60 billion economic 
engine for our region, which supports more 
than 400,000 jobs in Southern California. 
For decades LAX set the standard for air 
travel but has not kept pace with the efforts 
of other major global airports and cannot 
accommodate the newer generation of 
quieter and more fuel efficient aircraft. We 
must work together to renovate LAX.     

Advocated for 
meaningful health care  

       reform  
The Chamber endorsed Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s health care reform 
proposal, which includes a 4 percent payroll 
fee on employers with 10 or more employees 
who do not already contribute at least that 
much to providing health insurance for their 
employees. The Chamber will continue to 
evaluate any modifications to the proposal, 
as well as new alternatives that may develop 
during the special legislative session.  
Bottom line: The governor’s plan provides 
the best possible platform for reform 
negotiations moving forward. It will ensure 
a balanced approach to finance expanded 
health care coverage for all Californians 
without placing excessive burdens on 
business. The plan also takes advantage of 
our system of health care providers already 
in place. 

Provided youth with 
employment    

      opportunities 
The Chamber, AT&T and Vons teamed with 
L.A. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and the 
City of Los Angeles to support the HIRE LA’s 
Youth campaign to help more than 10,000 
young adults gain access to employment 
opportunities during the summer. In 
collaboration with HIRE LA’s Youth, the 
Chamber’s Work Readiness Certification 
program certifies young adults as work-
ready, allowing employers to identify  
qualified candidates. 
Bottom line: A skilled workforce is critical 
to L.A.’s economy. By building career 
pathways for youth, the Chamber helps 
develop a 21st century workforce equipped 
with the skills for tomorrow’s jobs.  

Supported green 
growth at ports  

The Chamber voiced support for the TraPac 
project at a public comment meeting 
on the Environmental Impact Report in 
August. The TraPac project provides an 
unprecedented opportunity to move forward 
with a green growth plan balancing port 
growth with environmental concerns.
Bottom line: With the large amount of 
cargo passing through the ports on a daily 
basis, it is important that its facilities 
continue to be able to sustain expected 
growth. The Chamber encourages the Port 
of Los Angeles, community stakeholders 
and the business community to continue 
to have productive discussions on greening 
and growing our ports.  

United for school 
construction funds

The Chamber joined education, business, 
civic and community leaders to voice 
support for AB 1014, which will ensure that 
state matching funds are available to build 
the new schools required to reduce busing, 
relieve overcrowded campuses and eliminate 
multi-track calendars. 
Bottom line: Even with LAUSD’s historic 
building effort underway, our schools 
remain overcrowded. After the current 
building program is complete, the district 
will still have 200,000 students in portable 
buildings and long-term forecasts predict 
that enrollment will continue to increase 
through 2020. L.A. needs schools now and 
we will need even more in the future.

Partnered with Export-
Import Bank

The Chamber signed a partnership 
agreement with the Export-Import Bank 
of the United States to give L.A.-based 
small and medium sized businesses easier 
access to financing for export opportunities. 
Bottom line: As an Ex-Im Bank City/State 
Partner, the Chamber will be able to help 
local businesses learn about and apply 
for a range of Ex-Im Bank financing 
products, including short-term export-
credit insurance, loan guarantees to 
increase export-related working capital and 
medium-term financing for foreign buyers.

Engaged small business 
owners on business   

      resources   
The Chamber convened small business 
owners to discuss cost saving opportunities 
that will help conserve water and energy, and 
led a roundtable discussion on utilizing Web 
technology to further visibility.   
Bottom line: L.A. is the small business 
capital of the world with more than 200,000 
small businesses. The Chamber continues 
to be a strong advocate for small businesses, 
which are the backbone of L.A.’s economy. 

Fought for more 
transportation and 

goods movement funding   
The Chamber joined government, 
transportation and business leaders 
during the summer to speak out against 
the threat of losing $1.3 billion in funding 
for new highways and transit projects. In 
July, Mobility 21, a Southern California 
transportation coalition, met to discuss 
attracting bond funding for L.A.’s goods 
movement corridor, with State Sen. Alan 
Lowenthal and L.A. City Councilmember 
Janice Hahn.
Bottom line: Traffic congestion is a growing 
problem in Los Angeles County. With job 
growth and personal travel dependent 
on a transportation infrastructure that 
works, we must continue to advocate for 
consensus and regional solutions to our 
transportation needs.

Called for reduction in 
business gross receipt  

      taxes 
The Chamber continued to advocate for a 
reduction in gross receipt taxes. The L.A. 
City Council’s Ad Hoc Committee on 
Business Tax Reform approved a 4 percent 
reduction of the city’s gross receipt tax 
bringing the total reduction up to 11.1 
percent. The Chamber-supported 2004 
business tax reform package calls for an 
overall 15 percent tax reduction.      
Bottom line: The Chamber will continue 
to advocate for further tax cuts and other 
incentives to improve the city’s business 
climate. We must continue to cultivate a 
business-friendly environment in the City 
of L.A. if we want to keep our economic 
edge.

Co-hosted L.A.’s ninth 
annual networking   

      event  
More than 2,500 people attended L.A.’s 
Largest Mixer IX in downtown L.A. in 
July. Business owners and employees made 
connections with more than 250 exhibitors 
at the Shrine Auditorium Expo Center. 
The event is just one of several Business 
After Hour Mixers that the Chamber hosts 
throughout the year for its members.      
Bottom line: Networking is an important 
part of business. The Chamber offers 
a variety of events for our members to 
expand their networking circle.

Your investment in the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 
helps us build a stronger economy and quality of life in the region. 
Here are a few ways we helped improve L.A. business this quarter:      

10 ways the Chamber helped 
your business

1
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9

10
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The Chamber’s summer was hot 
with activity as civic and community 
leaders visited to discuss issues 
facing the L.A. region. Philanthropist 
Eli Broad, founder of The Eli and 
Edythe L. Broad Foundation, spoke 
about the need to change education 
from the bottom-up and the 
importance of charter schools at the 
Chamber’s Board meeting in July. 
Los Angeles Unified School district 
Superintendent david L. Brewer III 
updated the Board in September on 
his vision for the district. In August, 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa joined 
the Chamber in recognizing HIRE 
L.A.’s Youth employers, including 
Vons and AT&T, who helped reach 
the goal of providing 10,000 jobs 
for L.A.’s young adults. Federal 
Aviation Administrator marion C. 
Blakey challenged the business 
community to have their voices 
heard on the renovation of the Los 
Angeles International Airport, at a 
luncheon co-hosted by the Chamber 
in August. At the Chamber’s 
Accenture Pancakes & Politics 
breakfast in July, the Chamber 
discussed the renovation of LAX 
with former L.A. Mayor James Hahn; 
Jaime de la Vega, deputy mayor of 
transportation, City of Los Angeles; 
Chamber Board Member Alan 
rothenberg, president, Los Angeles 
Board of Airport Commissioners 
and 1st Century Bank; and Chamber 
Board Member melinda Yee 
Franklin, United Airlines. In August, 
federal investment was the topic at 
a breakfast, with Congresswoman 
Lucille roybal-Allard, who spoke 
about the challenges of California 
receiving its fair share. Chamber 
Board Member Kathleen Brown, 
Goldman, Sachs & Co. spoke 
about the benefits of public-private 
partnerships with the Chamber’s 
Transportation & Goods Movement 
Committee in August. Los Angeles 
Unified School District Board 
Members Tamar Galatzan and 
richard Vladovic visited the 
Chamber on separate occasions 
during the summer. Meanwhile, 
South Korean Ambassador Lee 
Tae-sik discussed the benefits of 
the U.S. free trade agreement at the 
Chamber in August. Ambassador 
ruben Beltran, consul general of 
Mexico, addressed trade relations 
with Jalisco, Mexico in July. Chamber 
Board Members in September met 
with Ambassador doug Hartwick, 
United States Trade Representative. 
And the International Trade 
Committee heard from the state’s 
Undersecretary for International 
Trade, Garrett Ashley, on the 
California Trade Strategy Study in 
July. Visit www.lachamber.org for a 
calendar of upcoming speakers and 
events.     

Union Station in downtown L.A. was built in 1939 for $13 million.

EDUCATION IN 2008. Eli Broad, founder of the Eli 
and Edythe L. Broad Foundation, with Chamber 
President & CEO Gary Toebben at the Chamber’s 
Board of Director’s meeting in July.

LEARN AND EARN. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa presents 
Daymond Rice, Vons, with a plaque for being a lead 
company participating in HIRE LA’s Youth at the “Learn and 
Earn” Summer Program culmination event at Griffith Park 
in August.

Seen + heard 
at the Chamber

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION. Education, business, civic 
and community leaders gather at the Chamber in August 
to voice support for AB 1014, including Assembly Majority 
Leader Karen Bass, L.A. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Los 
Angeles Unified School District Superintendent David 
Brewer III, LAUSD Board President Mónica García, and 
Chamber President & CEO Gary Toebben. 

4

L.A.’S LARGEST MIXER. Chamber member Organic to Go 
connected with business owners and employees at L.A.’s 
Largest Mixer IX in downtown L.A. in July.   
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mong the millions of people in 
Southern California are leaders 

waiting to emerge. For more 
than 25 years, the Southern 
California Leadership 
Network (SCLN), a partnership 

with the Los Angeles Area Chamber of 
Commerce, has developed a network of 
exemplary and diverse leaders with the skills 
to address the critical challenges facing our 
region.

Graduates of SCLN’s Leadership Southern 
California (LSC) and Leadership L.A. (LLA) 
programs go on to serve on boards for 
organizations and are active participants in 
the communities where they live and work.

“Our graduates are armed with the 
knowledge to address quality of life issues 
with visionary, creative leadership,” said 
Executive Director Kevin Cottrell, who 
is also the Chamber’s V.P. of Leadership 
Programs. “With the challenges that our 
region faces on a daily basis, it’s important 
that we continue to build a network of 
collaborative civic leaders.”

More than 900 participants of the Southern 
California Leadership Network are currently 

making a difference, including 
Kimberly Freeman, Sempra 
Energy; Randal Hernandez, Bank 
of America; and David Porges, 
Deloitte.  

Africa Bound
 
For Kimberly Freeman, community 
involvement goes beyond 
Southern California. Her passion 
for international public service 
has led her to work with women 
and children affected with AIDS 
throughout southern Africa. In 
May, she volunteered in Cape Town, 
South Africa.   

Freeman has participated in three leadership 
programs, including LSC in 2002. Through 
LSC, Freeman increased her understanding 
of how diverse cultures, economies, 
geographies and politics fit together in an 
increasingly complex society. 

“In many ways, the challenges and 
opportunities I see here in Los Angeles 
parallel those I see in my travels. . . such 
as poverty, disease, homelessness, equity 
and access,” said Freeman, 
regional director of community 
partnerships for Sempra 
Energy.

In her role at Sempra, Freeman 
directs charitable giving and 
community outreach to the 
more than 500 communities 
served by Sempra. Freeman 
also serves on the Los Angeles 
Quality and Productivity 
Commission as an appointee 
of Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa 
- an opportunity she credits to 
her participation in LSC. 
 

“On a daily basis I am applying 
what I have learned,” she said. 
“In some respects, Leadership 
Southern California is like a 
‘graduate degree’ in Southern 
California.”

Civic Involvement

A 1996 LSC graduate, Randal 
Hernandez has made economic 
and workforce development 
initiatives in Southern California 
a priority.

“SCLN has inspired me to think 
regionally and act locally,” said 
Hernandez, a senior public policy executive 
for Bank of America. “Many of the 
challenges facing California today require 
regional collaboration and planning that are 
brought to life at the local, community and 
often neighborhood level.”
 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger appointed 
Hernandez in 2006 to serve on the California 
Community College Board of Governors and 
Hernandez chairs the California Center for 
Regional Leadership (CCRL), among other 
board involvement.

“My mission is to advance innovative 
regional solutions for the state’s major 
economic, environmental and social 
challenges,” he said. 

Besides his board involvement, Hernandez 
is using the skills and perspectives he gained 
from LSC in his hometown of Long Beach, 
where he served in leadership positions with 
the Long Beach Chamber of Commerce and 
former Mayor Beverly O’Neill.

Corporate Social 
Responsibility

David Porges is a steward for corporate 
social responsibility - one facet of the 
mission of SCLN. As the director of 
community involvement for the Pacific 
Southwest region at Deloitte, he manages all 
aspects of the company’s philanthropy and 
volunteerism in the region. 

A graduate of both LLA in 2005 and LSC 
in 2007, Porges has gained a broader 
understanding of the uniqueness of our 
region. 

“And that’s saying a lot, because I grew 
up here,” he said. “SCLN showed me that 
we will only be as good as the integrity, 
capability and heart being provided by those 
running this huge system we call Southern 
California.”

Porges serves on the board of the L.A. 
Conservation Corps. - an organization 
dedicated to providing at-risk young adults 
with job training, education and work skills 
training with an emphasis on environmental 
and service projects that benefit the 
community.

In the spirit of SCLN, Porges pays 
attention to the many challenges our 
region faces, both economic and social.

“The more information I have about 
these matters the better, and SCLN gave 
me that,” he said. “It also gave me new 
connections to people and institutions, 
which have since proven valuable in other 
areas of my work.”

SCLN is continuing to engage new groups 
of local and regional leaders waiting to 
join the ranks of Freeman, Hernandez 
and Porges. Gain the knowledge and 
experience to make a significant and 
profound difference in our region, or 
refer somebody who would be interested. 
For more information, contact V.P. of 
Leadership Programs Kevin Cottrell, 
213.580.7577 or kcottrell@lachamber.org.

LEADERSHIP ABROAD. Kimberly Freeman (center), regional director of 
community partnerships for Sempra Energy, volunteers in southern Africa with 
children affected by AIDS.

1. Kerry Cartwright, Port of Long Beach and Michael Christensen, Port of Los Angeles discuss “America’s loading dock” at the Los Angeles County Mobility 21 Coalition meeting in San Pedro in July. 2. State Sen. Alan Lowenthal speaks with Leland Dolley, Burke Williams & Sorenson at the Mobility 21 Coalition meeting. 3. Los Angeles Unified School district Superintendent David Brewer III congratulates 
scholarship winners at the Chamber’s Cash for College reception at the Los Angeles marriott downtown on July 25. 4. Marshall Tuck, executive director of the Mayor’s Community Partnership for School Excellence, addresses the scholarship winners and their parents at the Chamber’s Cash for College reception on July 25. 5. Federal Aviation Administration Administrator Marion C. Blakey speaks with Culver 
City Councilmember Scott Malsin at a luncheon co-hosted by the Chamber and several business organizations in August at the Los Angeles Airport marriott Hotel. 6. L.A. City Council President Eric Garcetti talked about the new Jobs, business Growth and Tax Reform committee at the Chamber’s Access L.A. City Hall event on Sept. 20.  7. Panelists discussed improving L.A.’s Business Climate at the Chamber’s 
Access L.A. City Hall event, from left Chamber President & CEO Gary Toebben; L.A. City Councilmember Dennis Zine; L.A. Deputy Mayor Helmi Hisserich, Housing & Economic Development Policy; Chamber Board Member Bill Allen, president and CEO, Los Angeles County Economic development Corp.; and Brendan Huffman, president and CEO, Valley Industry and Commerce Association. 8. From left, George 
Kieffer, manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP; Tom Erb, director of Water Resources, Los Angeles department of water & Power; and L.A. City Councilmember Jan Perry discuss water and power at Access L.A. City Hall. 9. L.A. City Councilmember Janice Hahn discusses the importance of curbing gang violence at Access L.A. City Hall, with Pete Nash, chief security advisor, microsoft Corp.

SIGNATUrE EVENTS
Scenes from some of the Chamber’s key events during summer 2007.
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Southern California Leadership Network

Leading the Way

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT. Randal Hernandez, senior public policy 
executive for Bank of America, serves on several boards and is active in Long 
Beach.

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY. David Porges (right), director of community 
involvement for the Pacific Southwest region at Deloitte, speaks with Marketing 
Associate Steve Atamian about Deloitte’s new national report for community 
involvement.

An Overview of SCLN

In 2007, the Leadership L.A. Foundation, 
founded in 1987, and the Southern California 
Leadership Network, which administered 
Leadership Southern California and was 
founded in 1989, officially merged into one 
organization and continued in a partnership 
with the Los Angeles Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Now programs of SCLN, 
Leadership L.A. and Leadership Southern 
California will continue to be the region’s two 
premier leadership programs.

Sessions are organized around the concept 
of civic entrepreneurship and include three 
key components that are distinctive to 
SCLN’s programs:

1. A comprehensive overview of the issue
    at hand
2. Dialogue and discussion among peers
     and experts
3. Behind-the-scenes exploration of
     case studies

Leadership L.A.
Leadership L.A. has been strengthening the 
Los Angeles community by developing and 
empowering emerging leaders. The program 
includes 25 selected participants who 
engage in nine monthly, full-day sessions 
devoted to exploring key community 
issues and leadership development. It is for 
individuals who are becoming increasingly 
active in community leadership roles 
throughout L.A. County. Participants get an 

in-depth knowledge of the county and build 
strong relationships between participants 
and the organizations they encounter.

Leadership Southern California
Leadership Southern California is a unique, 
experiential “master class” on Southern 
California in the company of talented, 
high-energy peers. Each year the program 
enrolls about 40 carefully selected mid- 
to senior-level leaders in a 10-session 
program that embodies the values of 
regional stewardship, experiential learning 
and a deep exposure to regional public 
policy issues. Participants travel across five 
counties, exploring county-wide themes 
while interacting with leaders of regional, 
state and national note.
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Issue What’s going on now Position

renovating 
LAX Airport 

The Los Angeles International Airport continues to fall behind other major airports in the areas of congestion, 
facilities and ability to accommodate the next generation in aircraft. As a result, our region is losing key international 
business and tourism travel to other West Coast cities. The Chamber’s Aviation Committee is working closely with 
local lawmakers and airport officials to move forward on renovation and safety improvements as soon as possible.

SUPPorT

Statewide 
Health Care 
reform

The Chamber supported Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s health care reform proposal in September, as a strong 
alternative to AB 8. In May, the Chamber advocated for comprehensive statewide health care reform with a 
statement of principles developed by the Health Care Reform Task Force and Health Care Committee. Built on the 
foundation of shared responsibility, the principles promote expanding coverage to all uninsured children, spreading 
the financial burden among all stakeholders and providing access to every Californian. In addition to legislative 
efforts, the Chamber will also focus on competing statewide ballot initiatives expected in 2008.

SUPPorT

Improving 
L.A.’s Business 
Climate

The Chamber continues to work with the L.A. City Council and Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s office to develop better 
policies to make Los Angeles more business friendly. The Chamber is an active member of the mayor’s Los Angeles 
Economy & Jobs Committee and the L.A. City Council’s Business Retention & Attraction Task Force. Efforts continue 
to develop greater incentives for housing production, transit-oriented development, lower business taxes and a 
coordinated strategy for helping local businesses succeed.

SUPPorT

Cash for 
College 
Expansion 
Legislation

The Chamber sponsored AB 1540 to expand the highly-successful Cash for College program statewide and place it 
under the direction of the Student Aid Commission.  Authored by Assembly Majority Leader Karen Bass, with State 
Sen. Tom Torlakson and Assemblymember Mark Leno as the principal co-authors of this important legislation to 
expand college education opportunities for at-risk young people.      

SUPPorT

Free Trade 
Agreements 
with Key 
Trading 
Partners 

The Chamber supports Congressional ratification of the pending free trade agreements between the United States 
and South Korea, Peru, Colombia and Panama. Trade between the United States and these nations has doubled over 
the past four years and all three countries currently enjoy nearly free access to the U.S. market. Passage of the free 
trade agreements will allow American businesses to export American products almost tariff free.

SUPPorT

San Pedro 
Bay Ports’ 
Trucking Plan 

The Ports’ Truck Plan would prohibit self-employed truck drivers from operating at the ports and mandate expensive 
compliance measures that are not required at any other California port. A better solution is a statewide clean 
air truck plan that creates uniform emission standards for all trucks servicing all of our ports and rail yards. The 
Chamber supports a statewide plan as the more equitable, effective and environmentally sustainable alternative to 
the Ports’ Truck Plan.

oPPoSE

Fixing the 
Sacramento-
San Joaquin 
delta

State Senate bill SB 974, would levy a $60 per container fee on goods passing through the ports of Los Angeles and 
Long Beach with the goal of funding clean rail projects. However, the fee money would be sent to Sacramento with 
no guarantee that it would be spent on local projects. In addition, no funding is provided for desperately needed 
congestion relief on local roadways or much-needed repairs for the ports’ ailing bridges. This bill also conflicts with a 
proposed container fee designed to improve the same infrastructure by funding local projects at the local level.

wATCH

Build more 
Affordable 
Housing

The Chamber supports implementing the Los Angeles City Planning Department’s proposed density incentives for 
the development of affordable housing. This includes ensuring that low and very low income units in a condominium 
development are offered for both sale or rent by the property owner. In addition, the Chamber continues to work 
with partners on streamlining the city’s permitting and planning process to spur more transit oriented, smart growth 
housing developments.

SUPPorT

Statewide 
Legislative 
redistricting

Of the 459 separate races in California over the last three election cycles, only four seats switched party hands. 
Currently, electoral districts are drawn by incumbents. The Chamber will continue to monitor redistricting efforts 
aimed at promoting fairness, transparency, and competition of both ideas and candidates in our state’s elections. 

wATCH

L.A. City 
Industrial 
Land Policy

As the City of Los Angeles reviews its industrial land use policy, the Chamber continues to work with stakeholders 
to ensure that we protect vital industrial lands and related jobs while recognizing that housing and mixed-use 
developments may be more appropriate for certain areas. Key areas for review include downtown Los Angeles, the 
San Fernando Valley and along the Los Angeles River. Ultimately, the Chamber supports creating a regional industrial 
use plan that encompasses all local cities and communities.

wATCH
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Big dreams for a 
better L.A.
For nearly 120 years, the L.A. Area 
Chamber has advocated and helped 
establish L.A.’s port, international 
airport, water system, entertainment 
industry hub and freeway system. We 
asked members of the Chamber Board 
of Directors about their dream project 
or policy idea for the L.A. region that the 
Chamber can help make a reality.

“My dream is that one day all Californians 
will have access to high quality, cost 

effective health care 
paid for by all of us 

- not just employers. 
The business 
community 
must continue to 

work together in 
promoting a more 

efficient and effective 
health care system.”

—Albert L. Greene, President & CEO, 
Valley Presbyterian Hospital 

“My dream is to create a world-class, 
1,700-seat performing 
arts center featuring 
Broadway-caliber 
performances in 
the San Fernando 
Valley. This has 
been a dream 
for this region for 
three decades and – in 
collaboration with the county’s Music 
Center – will bring unprecedented 
cultural opportunities to more people in 
the Los Angeles area.”

—Jolene Koester, President, California 
State University, Northridge

“My dream for L.A. is for more of our 
young people, especially those from 

inner-city communities, 
to be equipped and 

empowered to 
successfully obtain 
a college education. 
Our next generation 

of leaders needs 
to possess the tools 

required to find the 
breakthrough solutions that will continue 
to make our region competitive and 
viable in the 21st century.”

—Michael D. Lizarraga, President & CEO, 
TELACU Industries

1. Kerry Cartwright, Port of Long Beach and Michael Christensen, Port of Los Angeles discuss “America’s loading dock” at the Los Angeles County Mobility 21 Coalition meeting in San Pedro in July. 2. State Sen. Alan Lowenthal speaks with Leland Dolley, Burke Williams & Sorenson at the Mobility 21 Coalition meeting. 3. Los Angeles Unified School district Superintendent David Brewer III congratulates 
scholarship winners at the Chamber’s Cash for College reception at the Los Angeles marriott downtown on July 25. 4. Marshall Tuck, executive director of the Mayor’s Community Partnership for School Excellence, addresses the scholarship winners and their parents at the Chamber’s Cash for College reception on July 25. 5. Federal Aviation Administration Administrator Marion C. Blakey speaks with Culver 
City Councilmember Scott Malsin at a luncheon co-hosted by the Chamber and several business organizations in August at the Los Angeles Airport marriott Hotel. 6. L.A. City Council President Eric Garcetti talked about the new Jobs, business Growth and Tax Reform committee at the Chamber’s Access L.A. City Hall event on Sept. 20.  7. Panelists discussed improving L.A.’s Business Climate at the Chamber’s 
Access L.A. City Hall event, from left Chamber President & CEO Gary Toebben; L.A. City Councilmember Dennis Zine; L.A. Deputy Mayor Helmi Hisserich, Housing & Economic Development Policy; Chamber Board Member Bill Allen, president and CEO, Los Angeles County Economic development Corp.; and Brendan Huffman, president and CEO, Valley Industry and Commerce Association. 8. From left, George 
Kieffer, manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP; Tom Erb, director of Water Resources, Los Angeles department of water & Power; and L.A. City Councilmember Jan Perry discuss water and power at Access L.A. City Hall. 9. L.A. City Councilmember Janice Hahn discusses the importance of curbing gang violence at Access L.A. City Hall, with Pete Nash, chief security advisor, microsoft Corp.
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As the college application season begins, the 
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 
and partners of L.A. Cash for College are 
making it easy for students in Los Angeles to 
learn about and access higher education and 
college financial aid.

The College & Career Convention on Oct. 
10 and 11 at the Los Angeles Convention 
Center will feature colleges and universities 
throughout the state and country, will 
provide information about scholarships 
and other financial aid opportunities, and 
feature college preparation workshops all 
designed to help students understand the 
importance of college and accessing financial 
aid resources.

Free Cash for 
College 

The Chamber’s Cash for College program 
will host financial aid workshops throughout 
the L.A. region from January to March 
and will host its annual Cash for College 
Day on Feb. 9 for students and their 
families to receive one-on-one assistance 
in the completion of necessary FAFSA and 
CalGrant forms, as well as personalized AB 
540 counseling.

Over the past two years, more than 400 
college-bound students have received more 
than $500,000 in scholarship funds from the 
College Access Foundation of California. 
Among them is Emily Rosales of Santa 
Clarita, who is currently pursuing a business 
degree as a freshman at the University of 
California, Berkeley. Rosales’ family will be 
back at the convention for another year.

“I have a younger daughter who is a senior 
and I am looking forward to taking her to 
the convention,” said Ana Rosales, Emily’s 

mother. “The money we got from Cash for 
College for Emily was a great start. I plan to 
fill out twice as many applications this year.”

Cash for College is a joint project presented 
by L.A. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, City 
of Los Angeles, Los Angeles Community 
Development Department, the L.A. Area 

Chamber, Los Angeles Community College 
District, Los Angeles Unified School 
District and UNITE-LA, Inc.  

For more information, contact Director of 
Education & Workforce Development 
Alma Salazar, 213.580.7566 or 
asalazar@lachamber.org.

COLLEGE BOUND. Hundreds of youth attended the 
Chamber’s College and Career Convention last year. This year, 
the convention will be on Oct. 10 and 11 at the Los Angeles 
Convention Center.
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uccess in tomorrow’s global 
economy depends on the 
education of today’s youth, 
particularly in critical subjects 
such as math and science.  

Unfortunately, for U.S. business, 
according to a new survey commissioned 
by the Raytheon Company, American 
middle school children would rather clean 
their rooms, take out the garbage or visit 
the dentist than do their math homework, 
leaving education and business leaders 
worrying about the future of our workforce.

“This is disturbing because mathematics is 
essential to comprehending the principles of 
engineering, which advances our standard of 
living as a nation and lends critical support 
to the economy of California,” said Jon Jones, 
president of Raytheon Space and Airborne 
Systems (SAS), headquartered in El Segundo.
   
Still, students have confirmed, that it 
is the approach, not the content that is 
discouraging them from pursuing these 
essential subjects.  More than 60 percent of 

these same sixth to eighth graders say they 
want to improve in math, and 94 percent 
say doing well in math is important to them. 
Some 80 percent reported the subject would 
interest them more if they knew how people 
in music, sports and video games used math 
in their jobs. 

Recently, the L.A. Area Chamber, 
philanthropists, school reformers, and 
policymakers in the Los Angeles area 
have advocated for Multiple Pathways, an 
approach designed to provide academic and 
career foundations for students through 
school programs based on their interests and 
unique strengths.  The Multiple Pathways 
perspective advocates that students learn 
better when academics are relayed in a more 
hands on approach.  

“We’ve established that American students 
want to and can do well,” Jones said. “But 
they need to be engaged in math on their 
own terms. In middle school, too many 
students think math is geeky. But they don’t 
think it’s geeky to design a rollercoaster or a 
video game, or go for a cross-court winner 
on the tennis court.”

Raytheon recently invited 350 middle school 
students to its campus in El Segundo to hear 
professional bicycle moto-cross rider Dave 
Mirra and video game designer Mark Skaggs 
talk about how they use math in their work. 

“That’s why Raytheon conducted the 
survey and has launched an initiative 
called MathMovesU (www.mathmovesu.
com),” said Pat Coulter, vice president for 
communications public affairs at SAS.  “Our 
objective is to help middle school students 
see the relationship between studying math 
now and living an exciting and rewarding 
life later.”

For the L.A. region to have the per-capita 
growth and human capital to propel a 
thriving economy in the future we must 
start with education. The Multiple Pathways 
approach provides both the academics and 
inspiration for students to want to learn - 
ensuring an effective education environment 
and the foundations students need to 
succeed, which will ultimately benefit an 
entire business community.

For more information, contact V.P. of 
Education & Workforce Development 
David Rattray, 213.482.3987 or 
drattray@lachamber.org.

Business spotlight:

Bottom-Line Benefits
Save money everyday—a benefit 
of your membership.

Don’t forget, your Chamber 
membership is the key to Bottom-Line 
Benefits − big savings on everyday 
business costs, including shipping 
with DHL Express, airport parking at 
The Parking Spot, discounts on office 
supplies with Office Depot and savings 
with NationJob Network. For more 
information, contact Membership 
Manager Pat Clark, 213.580.7595 or 
pclark@lachamber.org.

Combining academics and 
inspiration for success

Giving Non Profits 
A Boost 
Non profit organizations in the Los Angeles 
area are facing immense challenges with 
increased needs, unfunded mandates and 
rising accountability requirements. 

L.A. County boasts more than 50,000 non 
profits, with six to seven new non profits 
being created every day on average in the 
last year, according to UCLA’s Center for 
Civil Society study, Creating Opportunities: 
The State of the Nonprofit Sector in Los 
Angeles 2007. The non profit sector grew by 
1 percent from 2003 to 2005, but by nearly 
20 percent from 2000 to 2005.  

The sector has grown more in numbers than 
in financial capacity, with many non profits 
serving a greater number of people per 
organization and spending less per person in 
need, according to UCLA’s study. 

To help non profit executives face these 
challenges head on, the L.A. Area Chamber 
will kick off a new program for the non 
profit community. This fall, the Chamber 
will launch a Non Profit Council to help 
engage the non profit community in policy 
issues and solidify the partnership between 
the business and non profit communities 
through a number of program opportunities.

“The Chamber is positioned to build 
sustainable partnerships with the business 
and social sectors,” said Program Manager 
Bridget Netter. “Our partnership will impact 
the health and economic welfare of our 
region.”

The council is open to Chamber members 
only, but additional programs will be 
available through the council to engage the 
business community at large, including the 
executive roundtables’ Non Profit Plus+.

“There is no better time than now to further 
the conversation between non profits and 
the business community,” said Chair of 
the Non Profit Council Lance Slaughter, 
executive director of The Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society. “I look forward to 
working together with all of our partners as 
we face the challenges ahead.”

For more information, contact Program 
Manager Bridget Netter, 213.580.7576 or 
bnetter@lachamber.org.

S

MATHEMATICAL VIDEOS. Video game developer 
Mark Skaggs demonstrates the authoring of one of his 
video game titles at Raytheon’s Space and Airborne 
Systems facility in El Segundo. Skaggs showed the use 
of mathematics to calculate three-D models and time 
sequencing used in video games.

RIDING ON MATH. Professional bicycle moto-cross rider Dave Mirra 
talks to children at Raytheon’s El Segundo facility during Engineers 
Week on how mathematics comes into play when performing his 
gravity-defying stunts.
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85 Years C. W. Cole & Company, Incorporated
70 Years  AC Martin Partners
65 Years  ACCO  Engineered Systems, Inc.
60 Years Brandow & Johnston, Inc.
55 Years  AECOM Technology Corp.
50 Years  Van Nuys Airport Industrial Center
40 Years Metropolitan Water District of Southern  
       California
  Wells Fargo
25 Years Chicana Service Action Center, Incorporated
  DFS North America
  Forest City Commercial Development
20 Years Keyser Marston Associates, Incorporated
  LA84 Foundation
  Los Angeles World Airports
  Port of Los Angeles
  Superba, Inc.
15 Years  Metro
  Omni Los Angeles at California Plaza
  Steward Realty Management Co.

mEmBEr ANNIVErSArIES
Congratulations to our renewing members! We greatly appreciate your continued support and involvement.  *Circle Level Members are in bold

5 Years Bain & Company, Inc.
  Boys & Girls Clubs of America
  BTI Communications Group, LTD
  Caine & Weiner Company, Inc.
  California Teachers Association
  City of Los Angeles Community 
       Development Dept.
  Donna M. Green & Associates, LLC
  Fraser Communications
  IsComp Systems, Inc.
  Prime Jet, LLC
  Soka Gakkai International, USA
  The Home Depot
  Tishman Construction Corporation of California
  Trench Shoring
  UMDS
  Urban Partners, LLC
  Wescom Credit Union
  Williams Records Management
1 Year  Ace Mortgage Funding

  Alzheimer’s Foundation of America-Western   
            Regional Office
  Amerijet International, Inc.
  Asolva
  Aviva Family & Children’s Services
  California Statewide Certified Development Corp.
  Casden Properties, LLC
  Cbeyond Communications
  Children’s Institute, Inc.
  First American Title Insurance Co.
  FuturePorts
  Hirsch Pipe & Supply, International Sales
  Icon Blue, Inc.
  infoUSA
  JHC International Group, Inc.
  JPS Surface Solutions
  KimmelMedia
  Lanair Group
  Leffler Miller Ward & Company, LLP
  Malhotra & Malhotra

  Minx Restaurant & Lounge
  ODIC Environmental
  OLIX  International, Inc.
  Paramount Pictures
  PKF
  State Bank of India (California)
  The Datamyne
  TMO Leasing
  Torti Gallas and Partners, Inc.
  University of Southern California, Supplier   
       Diversity Services
  Univision TV, Los Angeles
  US Green Building Council - LA Chapter
  Venturi Staffing Partners
  Westfield Corporation, Inc.
  Snak King Corporation
    
  UPGRADE to Bronze
  AXA Advisors (1 year)
  Devon Self Storage DLA (1 year)
  Golden Eagle Hospitality
  Qvantage (1 year)

wELComE To THE CHAmBEr
Thanks to our new members, who joined the Chamber during June, July and August 2007.  
To learn more about Circle Level membership benefits, call 213.580.7500.

DIAMOND MEMBER
Microsoft Corporation
Celeste M. Alleyne, (310) 449-7300, Information Technology

GOLD MEMBER
Kaufman & Downing LLP
Stephen J. Kaufman, (213) 452-6565, Legal/Compaign Finance and 
Election Law

SILVER MEMBER
Los Angeles Convention Center
Rachel Griffin, (213) 741-1151, Facilities/Event Venue

BRONZE MEMBERS
AFC Worldwide Express
Bruce Roberts, (310) 665-0940, Freight Forwarders

Air Transport Association of America
James E. Stevens, (202) 626-4000, Community Organizations

American Tours International LLC
Nicky Tang, (310) 641-9953, Travel Agency - Corporate Travel

ARUP
Andy Howard, (310) 578-4400, Engineers

Bolton & Company
Danielle Chayot, (626) 799-7000, Insurance/Property & Casualty

Crowell & Moring LLP
Donald E. Sovie, (949) 263-8400, Attorneys

DesignQuorum
Michele Leal, (818) 501-1930, Graphic Designers

Doheny Eye Institute
Tony Loren, (323) 442-7111, Eye Care

First Federal Bank of California
Kevin Maxie, (213) 620-9800, Banks

Johnson Controls, Inc.
Lawrence Rivera, (562) 698-8301, Energy Conservation Services 
& Products

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation aka JDRF
Mark Rieck, (213) 233-9909, Health Care/Organizations

Mount St. Mary’s College Doheny Campus
Marie Blakey, (213) 477-2500, Universities & Colleges

Pelican Products, Inc.
Sharon Ward, (310) 326-4700, Manufacturers

Pinkerton Consulting & Investigations
Miguel A. Martinez, (213) 240-1270, Security

Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic
Melissa J. MacRae, (323) 664-5525, Community Organizations

Related Companies of California
William Witte, (949) 660-7272, Real Estate/Developers

Riester Pacific, Inc.
Jessica Jewell, (310) 392-4244, Advertising/Agencies

San Bernardino County Economic Development Agency
Moises Cisneros, (909) 387-9856, Government Agencies

Scan Health Plan
Douglas A. Jaques, (562) 989-5100, Health Care/HMO

World Marketing, Inc.
Ingrid A. Garcia, (714) 994-9245, Direct Marketing

STANDARD MEMBERS
Active Contact Solutions, LLC
Gray Davis, (310) 403-4322, Consultants/Technology Design

Alexander Elias Architecture, Inc.
Alexander C. Elias, (310) 839-5892, Architects

AMRO INTERNATIONAL, INC.
Rohan Nawagamuwa, (213) 413-7900, Importers & Exporters

ARGO
Pat De Castro-Mcgill, (818) 317-2564, Real Estate/Appraisers

Bay Alarm
Laurence Mack, (818) 335-2938, Security

BCS Staffing
Beryl Smith, (310) 691-2178, Staffing

Cardinal Trading Company
Peter Afiuny, (562) 685-1905, International Trade

Centro Latino for Literacy
Melanie Stephens, (213) 483-7753, Education/Programs

Chef Eric’s Culinary Classroom
Eric J. Crowley, (310) 470-2640, Schools

CSULA-Career Development Center
Christopher M. Lenz, (323) 343-3237, Universities & Colleges

Deputy State Controller-Laurette Healey
Laurette Healey, (310) 968-7887, Government Agencies

eWaste Center, Inc.
Dana Jung, (323) 837-9950, Recycling

Forbridge International Group
Yun Zhao, (626) 282-4288, Travel Agencies

ForeFront Mortgage Investment
Eduardo Caldera, (877) 800-4833, Real Estate

Golden Key Hotel
Ray T. Patel, (818) 247-0111, Hotels & Motels

HealthShare America
Daniel Poseny, (877) 842-2425, Health Care/Organizations

Hint Mint
Cooper Bates, (213) 622-6468, Candy

Je Voudrais...
Misty L. Nethaway, (310) 729-4328, Event Management/Event 
Services

LACC Foundation
David Ambroz, (323) 953-4011, Business Organizations

Legacy of Excellence Investments
Mattie S. Nogaye, (877) 590-6262, Real Estate/Investments

Liberty Mutual Insurance Group
Lillian Razavi, (323) 292-6218, Insurance

Lista Design Studio, Inc.
Patricia Castillo Linn, (909) 238-5516, Graphic Designers

Los Angeles Downtown News
Dawn Eastin, (213) 482-5933, Publishers/Newspapers

Mil-Spec Supply, Inc.
Kenneth R. Lynn, (818) 700-1001, Distributors

North American Production Sharing, Inc.
Vivian L. Olmos, (858) 794-7947, Business Process Outsourcing

Paradise Contained
Anne M. Phillips, (818) 712-9240, Contractors/Landscape

Paris Laser Printer Repair, Inc.
Arthur L. Milton, (562) 634-4499, Printers/Cleaning & Repair

PMCS-Professional Micro-Computer Service, Inc.
Gary Emirkhanian, (818) 957-5647, Computers/Network & System 
Integrations

Premiere Group, Incorporated
Benjamin O. Warren, Jr., (213) 505-5952, Security

Public Counsel
Dan Grunfeld, (213) 385-2977, Attorneys

Rangel Schaffer of Pacific Advisors, Inc.
Marguerite Rangel, (323) 316-9116, Financial Services

RIS Technology, Inc.
Christian A. Giangreco, (310) 348-9700, Internet/Web Hosting

Rocca International USA, Inc.
Victor R. Florian, (818) 885-1878, Consultants/Financial

SafeTech Communications, Inc.
Gali Dotan, (818) 889-9395, Telecommunications/Telephone 
Systems & Service

Shirley Associates
Martin R. Shirlley, (323) 460-6202, Executive Search Firm

Simon Property Group-Brea Mall
Susan S. Brown, (714) 990-2733, Shopping Center

Skid Row Housing Trust
Molly V. Rysman, (213) 683-0522, Community Organizations/
Social Service Organizations

Skyline International, Inc.
Chiu Lui, (626) 292-1812, International Trade/Business Services

Special Olympics Southern California, Inc.
Judith A. Biggs, (310) 981-9600, Sports

Takami Sushi & Robata/Elevate Lounge
Melissa G. Summers, (213) 236-9600, Restaurants/Full Service

Tatou Supper Club
Jason Iriarte, (213) 482-2000, Restaurants

TekProdigy International
Evelyn R. Schaffer, (310) 860-5175, Consultants/Information 
Technology

Veritas Worldwide, Inc. dba Rothschild Commercial 
Captial Funding
Jorge Bueno, (818) 753-2446, Real Estate/Loans

“The Chamber has allowed us to 

cultivate relationships with many 

leading businesses in the greater Los 

Angeles area.”

Harry Bajwa 
Vice President of Operations
Qvantage
Member since 2006

We attend Chamber meetings, events and 
mixers regularly. As a result, not only have 
we acquired new business, but we have 
also enhanced our professional network. 
We have built in-roads with a variety of 
new organizations—ones that may have 
never crossed our paths otherwise. The 
Chamber fosters a sense of community 
for business owners and gives us a voice.  

“I believe in the Chamber and its 

mission to bring business and 

community together in one place to 

impact the future business growth of 

Los Angeles.”

Forescee Hogan-rowles
President & CEO
Community Financial Resource Center   
Member since 2005

The Chamber is a place where interesting 
and provocative conversations and 
dialog happen as it relates to L.A. and the 
broader Southern California region. It is 
a critical institution to the success of our 
future here in Los Angeles—the Chamber 
promotes a strong business sector and a 
strong economy, which are necessary for 
an economically healthy future. 

“Everything I need to support my 

business, I found at the Chamber.”

Barbara rocha 
Owner
Barbara Rocha and Associates
Member since 2005

I appreciate the Chamber staff – they 
made it easy for me to see how the 
Chamber was a good fit for my business. 
I have since been able to make great 
connections with other small business 
owners by attending the Referral Network 
and the Small Business Roundtable.  

“Individuals who involve themselves 

with the Chamber on any level can 

impact the development of policies 

affecting the region.”

Timothy Smith
Health Policy Specialist Government  
     Affairs 
L.A. Care Health Plan
Member since 1999

The Chamber allows me to represent 
my employer’s concerns on health 
policy issues through the Health Care 
Committee. The Chamber also provides 
me with the unique opportunity for 
training and civic engagement through 
the Leadership Los Angeles program, 
which has allowed me to interact with 
professionals from a number of fields and 
has inspired me to become involved with 
my community in new ways. ”

“The Chamber is a leader for our 

region in Sacramento and washington, 

d.C., while collaborating with other 

business organizations, including 

the Central City Association, on 

issues facing Southern California.”                                                                                        
                                                 
Lucinda “Cindy” Starrett
Partner
Latham & Watkins, LLP
Member since 1937

The Chamber is uniquely positioned 
to help with cutting edge issues, which 
require regional cooperation. Latham 
& Watkins, LLP has been involved in 
Chamber leadership for many years, 
including current Chamber Board 
Member Bob Wyman and retired partner 
Jack Walker. And I am very proud of our 
partner David Fleming, the first Valley 
leader to chair the Chamber Board and 
a longtime visionary for the health of the 
L.A. economy.

FACES oF THE CHAmBEr
Members talk about why they invest in the L.A. Area Chamber
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A better L.A. is our business

350 South Bixel Street
Los Angeles, California 90017
213.580.7500 • Fax 213.580.7511
www.lachamber.org

our mission
By being the voice of business, helping its members 
grow and promoting collaboration, the Los Angeles 
Area Chamber of Commerce seeks full prosperity for 
the Los Angeles region.

diamond Club
The Chamber gratefully acknowledges the support of 
our largest member investors, the Diamond Club, for 
their help in fulfilling the Chamber’s mission.

AT&T
Automobile Club of Southern California
Bank of America
Chevron Corporation
Kaiser Permanente
Latham & Watkins, LLP
Los Angeles Times
Majestic Realty Co.
Microsoft Corporation
Port of Los Angeles
Ralphs Grocery Company
Southern California Edison
The Gas Company, a Sempra Energy utility
Time Warner Cable
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.
Wells Fargo

The views contained in the Chamber VOICE reflect 
positions taken by the Los Angeles Area Chamber of 
Commerce and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
our Diamond Club members.

October 16
Attend the 72nd annual luncheon 
to honor exceptional contributions 
in developing the built environment 
of L.A. 

November 4
Join elected officials, 
transportation, business and 
community leaders for the sixth 
annual Mobility 21 Summit. 
 

December 5
Honor those who’ve shown 
extraordinary commitment to 
strengthening the L.A. community. 

Honor this year’s winners of the Lifetime Achievement award.
Engage transportation officials and experts on priorities in the five-county region.
Register now for these events and more at www.lachamber.org.

Vehicles traveling within L.A. County drive a total of 85 million miles a day.
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