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eople all over the country are looking for ways to 
do more with less. From small business owners to 
policymakers, Americans are finding that in this new 
economic climate, the conventional ideas and old 
methods no longer work.

Enter “innovation,” which quickly became a buzzword in 
December 2007, in sync with the start of the recession. 
Though broadly used, it generally refers to the invention 
of products and processes that introduce positive change 
to society. Harvard Economist Michael Porter calls it “the 
central issue in economic prosperity.”

In Southern California, the region that brought the 
nation the space shuttle, the Internet and the Mars Rover, 
innovation is more than a buzzword; it’s our bread and 
butter. The L.A. area is home to two of the top five patent-
producing universities in the nation (The University of 
California and California Institute of Technology); 
dozens of Nobel Prize-winners; a vibrant startup scene; 
a booming tech sector; and one of the most cutting edge, 
busiest and most profitable port complexes in the world.

Suffice it to say, Southern Californians know a little 
something about innovation, and with the world hungry 
for cleaner, more efficient and cheaper ways of doing 
things, our ideas have never been more in demand. The 
ability to find creative solutions to big problems is part of 
what has grown L.A. from a sleepy pueblo to a massive 
metropolis in less than 125 years. Thinking big and 
partnering across industry lines have enabled City leaders 
to overcome L.A.’s unique challenges, and has made the 
City a world leader in multiple industries.

P The L.A. Area Chamber believes that this region has the 
power to lead the country in an economic revival, and has 
been working with business and civic leaders to promote 
innovative solutions to some of the nation’s most pressing 
problems. Following is an overview of some of the sectors 
where the L.A. area is leading the nation in innovation.

leantech is on the rise in L.A., with more than 
700 cleantech companies already located in the area. 
This October, the City will launch the Los Angeles 
Cleantech Incubator (LACI) to accelerate the 
development of cleantech start-ups and to help build a 
stronger green economy in L.A. LACI will offer office 
space, mentoring, commercialization help, networking 
opportunities and financing to eligible cleantech 
startups.

LACI is a nonprofit organization hatched from the 
CleanTech L.A. alliance between the Mayor’s office, the 
L.A. Area Chamber, local research institutions, and 
other business and government organizations.
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Wednesday, October 5, 2011

ACCESS
L.A. City HALL

Join business leaders from throughout the region for a networking breakfast and a special City Council meeting on issues vital 
to L.A.’s businesses. Topics include job creation, prioritizing essential city services, pension reform, fixing the budget deficit and 
lowering L.A.’s business tax. This event is free and open to the public.

City Attorney
Carmen Trutanich

City Controller
Wendy Greuel

City Council President
Eric Garcetti

Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa

SPEAKERS INCLUDE

Join us for ACCESS L.A. City Hall

TRANSPORTATION

L.A. is pioneering an innovative transportation plan that 
President Obama has called a “template for the nation.” 
L.A. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s 30/10 Initiative, 
strongly endorsed by the Chamber, has the potential 
to generate economic growth, create tens of thousands 
of jobs, improve public health, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, ease traffic congestion and reduce government 
spending.

This year, national leaders adopted the local plan as 
a model for the country, America Fast Forward. “We 
know one thing without a doubt—government has to do 
more with less, and the innovative financing model of 
30/10 can serve as a model for smart investment in U.S. 
infrastructure,” said Mayor Villaraigosa in a column in 
The Huffington Post. “By leveraging local funds, we can 
build 21st century regional transit projects and create 
hundreds of thousands of jobs, all at a low cost to the 
U.S. Treasury.”

Want to hear more? 
Join us at the LACI launch! 
Thursday, October 6, 2011
5 – 8 p.m.
411 S. Hewitt St.
Los Angeles, CA 90013

The event will feature a showcase of new technologies 
from local cleantech companies, tours of LACI, food and 
drinks from local restaurants and live music. The program 
will include remarks from local political leaders and a 
presentation about LACI and the La Kretz Innovation 
Campus by LACI Executive Director Fred Walti.

RSVP now at laci.eventbrite.com.
For more information, visit laincubator.org.

SCHEDULE 

7:45 a.m.     Registration & Continental Breakfast

8:30 a.m.        Plenary Session with L.A. Mayor and City leaders

9:45 a.m.     Break

10 a.m.      L.A. City Council meeting on jobs and business
     growth and presentation of the Beacon 
     Economics Los Angeles City Council Districts 
     2011 Economic Report

11 a.m.         City Council Discussion

11:30 a.m.     Public Comment & Adjourn

For more information contact Shannon Cooper, 213.580.7565 
or scooper@lachamber.com.

TURNING CHALLENGES 
INTO OPPORTUNITIES:
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Lee Ligons, Vice President of Business Development, 213.580.7523, lligons@lachamber.com

P. Anthony Thomas, Vice President of Public Policy, 213.580.7568. athomas@lachamber.com

Michelle Attebery, Director of Events, 213.580.7585, mattebery@lachamber.com
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For membership information, contact the Chamber at 213.580.7592 
or visit lachamber.com.
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Monika Medina, Senior Interactive Marketing Manager, 213.580.7516, mmedina@lachamber.com
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Meghan Witzke, Marketing & Communications Manager, 213.580.7548, mwitzke@lachamber.com
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Event Highlights

TUES | DEC 6
Southern California 
Visionaries Awards Luncheon 

The Southern California Leadership Network annually 
recognizes leaders who are inspiring positive change in 
the region at this pinnacle leadership event in Southern 
California. For more information, contact Taleen 
Ananian, 213.580.7526 or tananian@lachamber.com.

Want to know what’s coming up at the 
Chamber? Visit lachamber.com/events 
or scan this code using a QR scanner on 
your mobile phone to view and register 
for upcoming events. Below are some key 
signature events you don’t want to miss:

Calendar of EventsThe power of innovation

For the third year in a row, Los Angeles has the most Energy Star-rated buildings of any city in the nation.

DEC 7 - 8
10th Annual Cash for College:
College & Career Convention

The two-day College & Career Convention features 
college life seminars, interactive career demonstrations, 
financial aid presentations and an exhibit hall with 
college and university representatives from throughout 
the United States. For more information, contact Simon 
Flores, 213.580.7598 or sflores@lachamber.com.

Increase your organization’s visibility in Los Angeles 
and gain new customers by advertising in the L.A. Area 
Chamber’s publications and website. Advertising with 
the Chamber is available exclusively to Chamber members.

Contact Monika Medina, 213.580.7516 or mmedina@lachamber.com.

Advertise in:
    Chamber VOICE, the Chamber’s award-winning 

quarterly newsletter
    L.A. Business This Week, the Chamber’s award-

winning weekly email newsletter
    lachamber.com, the Chamber’s nationally       

recognized Web site 

WED | SEPT 28
The Connection Point Series, Session 
Three: Twitter and Blogs for Business

Learn how Twitter can be an information accelerator 
with the power to produce real bottom line results. 
Also, find out how blogs can increase customer 
engagement and help establish you as a thought-
leader. For more information on the Connection Point 
Series, “Social Media: The New Way to Connect with 
Customers,” visit lachamber.com/connectionpoint.

WED | OCT 5
ACCESS L.A. City Hall

Join business leaders from throughout the region for a 
networking breakfast and a special City Council meeting 
on issues vital to L.A.’s businesses. Topics include job 
creation, prioritizing essential city services, pension 
reform, fixing the budget deficit and lowering L.A.’s 
business tax. This event is free and open to the public. 
For more information, contact Beverly Kenworthy, 
213.580.7531 or bkenworthy@lachamber.com.

THE 
CONNECTION 


POINT
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nnovation is the ability to see change as an 

From America Fast Forward, in which L.A. is a model for the nation in 
discovering innovative ways to finance transportation projects, to the growing 
cleantech industry, the Chamber is working to utilize our area’s entrepreneurial 
spirit to put Californians back to work. 

For the past year, the Chamber has been planning a new state-wide leadership 
development program, California Connections, to build a cadre of leaders across 
the State that know each other, respect each other and share a common desire 
to break down the barriers that exist between different geographic areas. This 
November, the Southern California Leadership Network will launch the program, 
giving executives throughout the State an opportunity to study important issues 
and create pathways to successful statewide leadership.

A key to leadership development and continued innovation is education. As 
home to some of our nation’s top higher education and research institutions, the 
L.A. area owes much of its world-class status to its universities. These research 
institutions employ more than 100,000 people and fuel our economy through 
their excellence in innovation, teaching and public service. Through the L.A. 
Compact, the Chamber has engaged our universities in a focused effort to support 
innovations that will ensure a strong 21st century workforce for our region.

The past three years have been very challenging and full of change for businesses 
in L.A. and throughout the State, but our members have used collaboration to 
sustain their business as and set the stage for growth in the future.  I thank you 
for your continued support of the innovative efforts of the Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce. In times of change, your time, talent and resources 
have helped us identify ways to make L.A. a better place to live and work. 
Collaboration and Innovation are powerful tools.  

Gary L. Toebben
President & CEO
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 

I
opportunity, not a threat. Throughout history, the 
leaders of business and industry in California have 
embraced that philosophy; and in today’s climate of 
continuous change, there’s no other way to ensure our 
area’s future prosperity than to seize the opportunity 
to innovate once again. 

In this issue, we’ve explored innovations throughout 
Los Angeles, Southern California and the State. As 
you’ll read, innovation is not only a part of the culture 
in our region; it is also the answer to our many of our 
current challenges.  



27 percent of the State’s biomedical workers live in L.A. or Orange County.

Photo courtesy of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Photo courtesy of Metro
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10 ways the Chamber helped your business
Your investment in the Chamber helps us build a stronger economy and quality of life in the 
region. Here are a few ways we helped improve L.A. business:      

Hosted nation’s largest job 
fair for veterans

The Chamber joined the U.S. Chamber, 
ServiceNation: MissionServe and a 
number of other organizations to host the 
Hiring our Heroes job fair for veterans at 
Sony Pictures Studios. More than 160 
area companies and 1,500 veterans and 
military spouses took part. In addition, 
attendees received a visit from the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge, who made the 
event the last stop of their U.S. tour. 
Bottom line: The Chamber gave 
veterans and military spouses a unique 
opportunity to connect with businesses 
ready to hire.

3
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Played vital role in 
Blueprint for Great 
Schools

State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Tom Torlakson unveiled A Blueprint for 
Great Schools, a 31-page report prepared 
by his Transition Advisory Team. Made 
up of leading teachers, parents, school 
employees and administrators as well as 
community, labor and business leaders, 
the team is co-chaired by Stanford 
Education Professor Linda Darling-
Hammond and L.A. Area Chamber 
Senior VP of Education and Workforce 
Development David Rattray. The Blueprint 
is designed to make sure success in a 
California classroom today means success 
in college and a career tomorrow. 
Bottom line: The recommendations 
promise to support our 21st century 
workforce with the necessary skills to help 
them thrive in our economy.

GAVE VETERANS THE ROYAL TREATMENT. The 
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge spoke at the Hiring 
Our Heroes job fair, which connected veterans and 
military spouses with local job opportunities. 

SHAPING STATE EDUCATION POLICY. L.A. Area 
Chamber Senior VP David Rattray spoke at a press 
conference with State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Tom Torlakson.

10 Helped set up Office of 
Economic Analysis

Chamber President & CEO Gary Toebben 
testified in support of the L.A. City 
Administrator's recommendations for the 
Office of Economic Analysis (OEA) Pilot 
Project. The L.A. City Council unanimously 
passed the ordinance. Council President 
Garcetti's office is funding the pilot project 
with $250,000. The OEA will ensure that 
new city legislation is evaluated for its 
direct impact on jobs, the ability to keep 
business in the City, the amount of private 
sector investment attracted and tax 
revenue for the City.
Bottom line: This is a big win for the 
business community and the Chamber 
thanks the L.A. City Council for its support 
and Council President Garcetti for his 
leadership.

Celebrated Home For 
Good milestones

The Business Leaders Task Force 
on Homelessness Co-chairs Jerry 
Neuman, Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & 
Hampton, LLP, and Renee Fraser, Fraser 
Communications, testified at the State's 
Select Committee on Homelessness 
special hearing in L.A. Assemblymember 
Toni Atkins, chair of the committee, and 
Assembly Speaker John Pérez heard about 
the efforts L.A. is making in aligning their 
goals with our Home For Good plan as 
well as what the State can do to support 
this work. Home For Good is at 46 percent 
toward the goal of housing chronically 
homeless this year and 43 percent of 
housing homeless veterans.
Bottom line: By redirecting and 
coordinating our existing resources, we 
can eliminate homelessness in L.A. and 
spend less money than we do now.

Created job opportunities 
for young workers

The Chamber and Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa helped create hundreds of job 
opportunities within the private sector 
for L.A. area youth. AT&T, Cedars-Sinai 
Health System, Cordoba Corporation, 
H&R Block, Kaiser Permanente, 
Microsoft Corporation, Toyota Motor 
Sales, U.S.A., Inc., Vons, Walmart 
Foundation, Wells Fargo and other 
companies all pledged summer jobs for 
the HIRE LA’s Youth campaign. 
Bottom line: Connecting youth with jobs 
is vital in strengthening the workforce.
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Chamber President & CEO Gary Toebben 
testified in support of the L.A. City 
Administrator's Office proposal to issue 
a request for proposals (RFPs) to find an 
alternative management structure for the 
Los Angeles Zoo. The plan would provide 
the zoo with the flexibility to utilize new 
earned revenue sources and more private 
sector fundraising. This means more 
revenue to operate and market the zoo. 
In August, L.A. City Council passed the 
measure to solicit RFPs from prospective 
zoo operators.
Bottom line:  This business model would 
permit the zoo to fully reach its potential 
as a civic institution that adds greatly to 
the quality of life in L.A.

Testified for L.A. Zoo 
restructuring

9
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Continued to push for 
pension reform

Chamber Board Chair Joseph Czyzyk, 
Mercury Air Group, Inc., testified in 
support of AB 340, which would help 
reform California's public pension 
system. The bill gives retirement boards 
permission to call out and identify 
suspicious pension enhancement 
practices, an authority they currently 
do not hold."The Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce strongly supports 
Assemblymember Furutani's AB 340 
to end these abuses, and we encourage 
the Legislature to continue with further 
pension reforms," said Czyzyk.
Bottom line: AB 340 is an important 
first step in reforming our state’s public 
pension systems.

2

Supported downtown 
stadium MOU

The L.A. City Council voted to approve 
a Memorandum of Understanding that 
outlines the framework of a $1.5-billion 
proposal to develop a downtown stadium 
and new wing of the Convention Center 
as proposed by Anschutz Entertainment 
Group (AEG). The Chamber supports the 
public-private development model for the 
proposed project. 
Bottom line:  Bringing professional 
football back to L.A. would be a stimulus 
to our regional economy.

1 Pushed Westside Subway 
Extension to final 
approval stage

The Chamber has been a long-time 
proponent of the Westside Subway 
Extension, which was recently announced 
as one of eight projects nationwide that 
has been invited into the final approval 
stage to receive loan funding from the 
Transportation Infrastructure Finance and 
Innovation Act program. The $641 million 
federal loan commitment would help fund 
a high-capacity, nine-mile extension of the 
Metro Purple Line subway to a proposed 
Westwood/Veterans Affairs Hospital 
station once negotiations are complete.
Bottom line: The Chamber applauds 
the U.S. Department of Transportation 
for advancing the project, and thanks 
Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara 
Boxer for their continued support.

EXPANDED PUBLIC TRANSIT. The Westside Subway 
Extension will provide a high capacity, high speed and 
dependable alternative for the 300,000 people who 
travel to the Westside every day. 

L.A. City Controller Wendy Greuel at the 
Accenture Pancakes & Politics Breakfast 
Speaker Series.

Spearheaded America Fast 
Forward Coalition Letter

The Chamber sent a letter to Congress, 
co-signed by more than 30 chambers 
of commerce from across the country, 
calling on the House and Senate to pass a 
robust transportation reauthorization bill 
that includes innovative financing such as 
America Fast Forward. The coalition is in 
agreement that infrastructure investment 
should be a top priority for Congress, and 
that maintaining a strong transportation 
infrastructure, creating jobs and balancing 
the budget are not mutually exclusive 
goals. The Chamber has been a strong 
proponent of America Fast Forward, 
known locally as 30/10.
Bottom line: More than 920,000 
Americans per year will be put to work 
building our national infrastructure if 
federal legislation is passed to enable the 
America Fast Forward program.
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IN MAY … Senate President pro 
tem Darrell Steinberg discussed the 
importance of connecting education and 
the economy to ensure that the State has 
the workforce it needs to stay competitive 
at the Accenture Pancakes & Politics 
Breakfast Speaker Series. Cindy Glenn, 
U.S. Customs & Border Protection; and 
Howie Smith, U.S. Dept. of the Treasury - 
Alcohol, Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, met 
with the Trade Commissioners Networking 
Group for a private import briefing. Woolas 
Hsieh, president and founder of Solarmer, 
spoke about green technology at the 
Environmental Sustainability Council. “We 
aren’t calling for a mandate, we are calling 
for shared responsibility,” said Greg Good, 
director, Don’t Waste LA Project, LAANE, 
discussing a proposed franchise waste haul 
system in L.A. at the  Land Use & Mobility 
Council. IN JUNE … “We need to focus on 
retaining jobs in Southern California,” said 
L.A. County Supervisor Don Knabe at the 
Accenture Pancakes & Politics Breakfast 
Speaker Series. David Chou, technical 
architect at Microsoft Corporation, 
discussed the evolution of cloud computing 
at the Small Business Council meeting. 
Yolie Flores, Los Angeles Unified School 
District Board Member, spoke about the 
important reading milestones that take 
place in third grade at an Education Town 
Hall meeting. The Chamber honored 
former Rep. Jane Harman (CA-36) for 
her eight terms representing Los Angeles 
County in the House of Representatives. 
“We need to be looking at the long-term 
goal of having zero to near-zero emissions 
technologies.” said Elaine Chang, deputy 
executive officer for planning, rule 
development & area resources, South 
Coast Air Quality Management District, 
at a special Environmental Sustainability 
meeting. Los Angeles Times reporter Jeff 
Gottlieb shared what it was like to break 
the Bell financial scandal at the Occidental 
Petroleum Power Hour Series. State 
Sen. Alan Lowenthal spoke about the 
importance of developing partnerships at 
the Education & Workforce Development 
Council meeting. IN JULY … At the 
Accenture Pancakes & Politics Breakfast 
Speaker Series, L.A. City Controller Wendy 
Greuel said, “We need to get L.A. back to 
work and to let people know that L.A. is 
open for business.” The Chamber hosted 
representatives from the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District, including 
Barbara Baird, district counsel, for a public 
hearing on the proposed draft AQMD 
Energy Policy. Los Angeles Department 
of Water & Power General Manager Ron 
Nichols discussed basic business costs and 
the rate increases necessary to meet those 
costs. Michael Hayashida, J.P. Morgan 
Chase Bank, N.A., called Brazil “the 
fastest-growing economy in the west” at the 
Navigating Global Economic Challenges: 
Corporate Best Practices in Foreign 
Exchange Risk Management program. 
Participants at the first High Speed Rail 
Task Force meeting heard updates from 
California High Speed Rail Authority Board 
member Curt Pringle. Alan Bell, deputy 
director, Los Angeles Department of City 
Planning, spoke about the Department’s 
efforts to re-write the City’s zoning code for 
the first time in 65 years at the Land Use & 
Mobility Policy Council. At the Government 
& Civic Issues Council, Darry Sragow, SNR 
Denton US LLP, said that the business 
community should view redistricting as 
an opportunity to affect change. Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa met with business 
leaders at the HIRE LA’s Youth Employer 
Engagement Luncheon. 

Don't miss out on any action this fall − go to 
www.lachamber.com/events for a calendar of 
upcoming speakers and events.



California continues to claim the highest number of annual patents in the country, generating about one quarter of all U.S. patents issued in 2010.page
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Turning Challenges into Opportunities, Continued from page 1

The L.A. Area Chamber believes that 
this region has the power to lead the 
country in an economic revival, and 
has been working with business and 
civic leaders to promote innovative 
solutions to some of the nation’s most 
pressing problems.

The merits of America Fast Forward have won over a 
bipartisan group of national leaders—a difficult feat in 
today’s divisive political climate. In July, the Chamber 
sent a letter to Congress, co-signed by more than 30 
chambers of commerce from across the country, calling 
on the House and Senate to pass a robust transportation 
reauthorization bill that includes America Fast Forward 
financing. If federal legislation was passed to enable the 
America Fast Forward program, more than 920,000 
Americans per year would be put to work building our 
national infrastructure, generating $5.8 billion in state 
and local tax revenues and $10.6 billion for Washington.

“With so many in the construction industry out of work 
and the cost of projects at a historic low, now is the 
time to take our foot off the brake, step on the gas and 
pass a robust transportation reauthorization bill that 
includes innovative solutions that drive America Fast 
Forward,” says L.A. Area Chamber President & CEO 
Gary Toebben.

The last several years have seen a number of innovations 
emerging as a result of L.A. area research. In 2005, 
Abraxis Health, Inc., a global biopharmaceutical 
company recently acquired by Celgene Corporation, 
introduced Abraxane, a novel form of a widely used 
cancer drug used to treat metastatic breast cancer. 
The world’s largest independent biotech firm, Amgen, 
has long called the region home, and is turning out 
treatments for everything from cancer and osteoporosis 
to heart failure and arthritis. Baxter International Inc. also 
has three of its five U.S. Baxter BioScience operations in 
Southern California, and is working on research related to 
hemophilia, biotherapeutics, regenerative medicine and 
vaccines.

In L.A. and Orange counties, employment in the 
technology and scientific sectors is up from 2009, with 
more than 70,000 people working in biomedical industry 
jobs. In fact, 27 percent of California’s biomedical workers 
live in the region, and L.A. County is third in the State 
for the number of residents working at private research 
institutions.

California has consistently ranked No. 1 among all states 
in funding received from The National Institute of Health 
(NIH), the primary agency of the federal government 
responsible for biomedical and health-related research. 
In 2010, the State received $3.3 billion in NIH grants, 
which helped to employ more than 71,000 people. 
More than $1 billion of these funds went to L.A. area 

research institutions, including the California Institute 
of Technology; Cedars-Sinai Health System; Children’s 
Hospital of Los Angeles; City of Hope; University of 
California, Los Angeles and University of Southern 
California.

There is nothing better for your 
business than a Majestic address!

TYPES OF PROJECTS:  

Master-Planned Business Parks + Industrial/Warehouse/Distribution Facilities

Office Buildings/Corporate Headquarters + Hotel/Casino/Recreational Facilities

Sports & Entertainment Facilities + Institutional/Specialty Projects + Retail Centers

13191 Crossroads Parkway North, 6th Floor
City of Industry, CA 91746
tel: 562 692 9581  •  fax: 562 695 2329
www.majesticrealty.com • R.E. License #00255328 (CA)

A T L A N T A  |  B E T H L E H E M  |  D A L L A S  |  D E N V E R  |  L A S  V E G A S  |  L O S  A N G E L E S

Founded in 1948, Majestic Realty Co. has a commercial real estate 
portfolio of more than 70 million square feet nationwide.

We’re in business 
around the world.
We’re at home in L.A.

Occidental Petroleum Corporation — founded more than 90 years 
ago in Los Angeles — is today the fourth-largest oil and gas company 
in the United States by market capitalization, with over 30,000 
employees and contractors on four continents.

Producing oil and natural gas in California for California, Oxy is:
> The largest public company headquartered in Los Angeles County
> California’s No. 1 producer of natural gas
>  California’s No. 2 producer of oil and gas on a barrels of oil 

equivalent basis
> Approximately 1,000 employees and contractors in 

Los Angeles County
>  Dedicated to providing a safe and healthy workplace and 

responsible environmental stewardship throughout our 
worldwide operations 

We’re energized by the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce 
and its outstanding efforts in promoting business and economic 
growth in the greater Los Angeles region.

Headquartered in Los Angeles since 1920

www.oxy.com
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L.A. is not well-known as a biotechnology hub, but 
the vast array of innovation coming out of the L.A. 
area is putting the City on the map. In fact, L.A. has 
been pushing the boundaries of science for decades, 
claiming some of the world’s top innovators and 
producing technology that has saved millions of lives 
worldwide. Southern California scientists had several 
key contributions at the dawn of the biotechnology 
industry, including technology that was used to create 
synthetic human insulin, as well as the automatic 
gene sequencer. Since then, the region has remained 
a pioneer in the industry, developing breakthrough 
treatments for cancer, Alzheimer’s, Leukemia, HIV/
AIDs and cardiovascular diseases.

LIFE SCIENCES

GREEN INITIATIVES

Where the State is leading the nation in environmental 
innovation, L.A. is leading the State. In 2007, Mayor 
Villaraigosa released the GREEN L.A. Action Plan. 
GREEN L.A. gives L.A. a target of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions to 35 percent below 1990 levels by 2030, the 
most aggressive goal of any big U.S. city.

The plan aims to increase L.A.’s dependence on renewable 
energy to 40 percent by 2020. The City is well on its way 
to reaching this goal; since 2005, reliance on renewable 
energy sources has gone from 3 to 20 percent, the most 
dramatic improvement in the State among major utilities. 
Part of L.A.’s renewable energy is provided by the Pine 
Tree Wind Power Plant, the nation’s largest municipal 
wind farm, as well as the Terminal Island Renewable 
Energy Project (TIRE), a state-of-the-art clean energy 
facility which is setting the standard for clean energy 
nationwide.

TIRE is the nation’s first to turn biosolids, the nutrient-
rich organic materials resulting from the treatment 
of sewage sludge, into clean energy. The five-year 
demonstration project saves the City $1.6 million per 
year in the cost of removing biosolids, and the energy 
produced is worth $2.4 million. The project has been 
recognized as one of the top 50 innovations in American 
government by the Harvard Kennedy School’s Ash 
Institute, and has received a National League of Cities 
2010 Award for Municipal Excellence.

For more information, contact P. Anthony Thomas, 
213.580.7568 or athomas@lachamber.com.
 



Statewide Term Limits Reform - Californians for a Fresh Start
The Chamber partnered with the L.A. County Federation of Labor on a term limits reform initiative that has qualified for the next state-
wide election. The initiative will reduce state lawmakers’ time in office to 12 years, but allows them to serve the entire time in a single 
house. This allows lawmakers to focus on developing expertise and long-term policy solutions rather than on their next election. 

Big dreams for a better L.A.

or more than 120 years, the L.A. Area Chamber has F
championed L.A.’s port, an international airport, water 

system, entertainment industry and freeway system. We 

asked members of the Chamber’s Board of Directors, what’s 

your dream project or policy idea for the L.A. region that the 

Chamber can help make a reality?

“

My hope is to unleash an innovation 
renaissance in L.A. Capitalizing 
on our world-class universities, 
our intrepid entrepreneurs and 
forward thinking policymakers can 
usher unprecedented growth and 
development. It is time we replace 
individual reaction with collective 
action. Making long-term investments 
in transportation and infrastructure, 
promoting the green economy and 
supporting local small businesses 
can pave the path of significantly 
improving our quality of life.

Brandon Shamim
President & CEO
Beacon Management 
     Group

L.A. is in the process of replacing all 140,000 of its streetlights with LED lights, which will save approximately $10 million per year in energy and maintenance costs.

SUPPORTBUSINESS ADVOCACY PRIORITIES

STATEWIDE POLITICAL REFORM:

Reforming the City of L.A.'s Uncompetitive Business Tax (Gross Receipts)
The City of Los Angeles levies a gross receipts tax on most businesses, and is the highest taxed city in L.A. County and near the top of all 
major U.S. cities. The Chamber advocated for the creation of the Business Tax Advisory Committee, which recently released an economic 
analysis that shows that eliminating the Gross Receipts tax not only creates more than 130,000 jobs, but also generates more indirect 
income to the City compared to the current tax revenue.

L.A. City Office of Economic Analysis
In 2010, the Chamber won a unanimous vote at City Hall for our proposed Office of Economic Analysis, which will provide a non-
partisan, independent review of proposed City legislation for the potential job and economic impact. The pilot project was funded for 
the first year with $250k. The Chamber is working with City Hall to identify a permanent source of funding for fiscal year 2012/13.

L.A. City Planning & Permit Reform
L.A. has one of the most expensive and confusing planning/permitting processes of any major U.S. city. Applicants often have to deal 
with multiple city departments with differing standards and timelines. The Chamber strongly supports the Mayor’s efforts to make 
the system more transparent and efficient, as well as provide certainty to all stakeholders. 

The California Environment Quality Act (CEQA) Strengthening
CEQA was originally intended to ensure that development projects meet environmental standards. However, the law is often abused 
to stop projects for political reasons wholly unrelated to the environment. In March 2011, the Chamber convened a wide consortium 
of L.A. based CEQA experts and developed a working document entitled "CEQA Strengthening Recommendations." Reaching out to 
build a statewide coalition of support, the goal is to fix CEQA so that it lives up to its original intent.      

Local Ports & Goods Movement
The Port of Los Angeles is a $50 billion per year economic engine, and supporting pro-customer priorities and infrastructure 
improvements are essential to maintaining the Port as the nation's busiest complex. The Chamber advocates for expediting terminal 
improvement projects, ensuring an economically feasible clean air action plan and opposing mandates or new fees on port customers. 

America Fast Forward
In 2008, voters approved a sales tax increase to generate $40 billion in transportation funding over the next 30 years. Formerly 
known as the 30/10 Initiative, America Fast Forward seeks to partner with the federal government to build a dozen major 
transportation projects within the next 10 years rather than over three decades. This innovative bipartisan plan will create more 
than 100,000 jobs. Cities across the country are looking at replicating this plan for their own transportation needs.

Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) Modernization 
LAX is a $60 billion annual economic engine for our region and supports thousands of local jobs. The Chamber is proud of recent 
progress to modernize outdated terminals for a better passenger experience. However, there is still a pressing need to reconfigure the 
two northern runways for greater passenger safety and to accommodate the next generation of larger, cleaner and quieter aircraft.

BUSINESS CLIMATE

REGIONAL ECONOMIC ENGINES    

Focus on the Delivery of Essential City Services
The Chamber supports structural reforms to the City's budget process that focus on the delivery of essential city services by creating 
public/private partnerships when it makes sound fiscal sense. The City’s current fiscal condition has created the need to review both 
long and short term operational changes to address the current structural deficit.
 
L.A. Zoo Restructuring 
Based on the recommendation by the City Administrative Officer, the City Council is currently reviewing a process in which a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) will be issued for a private entity to take stewardship of the L.A. Zoo. The Chamber will be advocating for a robust 
RFP that will save the City money and provide the Zoo with greater flexibility to care for the animals and maximize its a revenue.

GOVERNANCE & FISCAL REFORM

Business Leaders Homelessness Task Force
The Chamber and United Way of Greater Los Angeles formed the Business Leaders' Task Force and launched the Home For Good 
report - a five-year strategic plan to end chronic and veteran homelessness in L.A. via permanent supportive housing (PSH). Placing 
a chronically homeless individual in PSH costs taxpayers 42 percent less than when they are living on the street.

REGIONAL STEWARDSHIP

EDUCATION & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT   

Improving Public Education through Public Policy 
The Chamber is sponsoring the following legislation that promises to strengthen our public education system:
AB 250 (Brownley) – Will implement 21st century standards and assessments. 
AB 790 (Furutani) – Establishes a Linked Learning high school pilot program that would allow participating districts to implement a 
district-wide approach that supports strong academics, technical education and real world experience in the classroom.
AB 1304 (Block) – Establishes a Linked Learning high school pilot program that would allow participating districts to implement a 
district-wide approach that supports strong academics, technical education and real world experience in the classroom. 
Workforce Investment Act (WIA) – On the federal level, the Chamber is supporting the reauthorization WIA. WIA will provide our 
nation’s workers the opportunity to receive the support needed to begin rebuilding our economy. 

Local Education Leadership
As a signatory of the L.A. Compact, the Chamber applauds LAUSD Superintendent John Deasy’s goals to improve LAUSD. Because 
improvement of local schools must be a collective effort, the Chamber works with Deasy and other Compact partners and supports 
Deasy’s “Performance Meter”, which outlines goals that will guide and measure overall performance of our schools.
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“

“

Daniel Gryczman
Executive Vice President
Regent Properties

Like my parents, I received a high 
quality education in LAUSD, but I 
question whether the opportunities 
afforded me will be available to my 
own kids.  As we face tough economic 
realities, my big dream for L.A. is that 
publicly funded education is returned 
to excellence for all kids across our 
City, and that we find creative ways 
to make housing opportunities more 
plentiful and affordable, which will 
generate economic opportunities for 
the entire community.

“

“

“

Critical for the Port of L.A. is the 
redevelopment of Terminal Island in a 
way that will enable the Port to utilize 
the real estate assets necessary to grow 
cargo capacity well into the future. 
This includes developing state-of-the-
art terminals, preserving commercial 
fishing operations and facilitating 
efficient rail movement of imports and 
exports. Regional participation and 
support of this planning process is 
important for the Port’s future.

Geraldine Knatz
Executive Director 
Port of Los Angeles

Mary Rajer
Sheboygan, WI

T.M. Franklin Cownie
Des Moines, IA

Frank Jackson
Cleveland, OH

Dick Moore
Elkhart, IN

Don Welvaert
Moline, IL

Rahm Emanuel
Chicago, IL

Mike McGinn
Seattle, WA

John Engen
Missoula, MT

Thomas Menino
Boston, MA

Ralph Becker
Salt Lake City, UT

David Bieter
Boise, ID

Annise Parker
Houston, TX

James Thompson
Sugar Land, TX

Steve Benjamin
Columbia, SC

Otis Johnson
Savannah, GA

Pat Bates
Altamonte Springs, FL

Craig Lowe
Gainesville, FL

Buddy Dyer
Orlando, FL

Scott Smith
Mesa, AZ

Richard Berry
Albuquerque, NM

Mark Kleinschmidt
Town of Chapel Hill, NC

Scott Foster
Hendersonville, TN

Angel Taveras
Providence, RI

Thomas J. Jean
Rochester, NH 

Pedro Segarra
Hartford, CT

Michael Bloomberg
New York, NY

Stephanie Rawlings-Blake
Baltimore, MD

William D. Euille
Alexandria, VA

J. Christian Bollwage
Elizabeth, NJ

Peter Lewis
Auburn, WA

Sam Adams
Portland, OR

Ed Lee
San Francisco, CA

Mick Cornett
Oklahoma City, OK

Harold Perrin
Jonesboro, AR

Guillermo Vidal
Denver, CO

Patrick Hays
North Little Rock, AR

Antonio Villaraigosa
Los Angeles, CA

Ashley Swearengin
Fresno, CA

William A. Bell Sr.
Birmingham, AL

Ardell F. Brede
Rochester, MN 

Michael Nutter
Philadelphia, PA

america’s mayors support America Fast Forward

Full listing on reverse.

empower local communities not only to make 
decisions about what is best for them when it comes to 
jobs – but in a way that does not add to the nation’s 
budget problems

America Fast Forward will:

create jobs right now
by empowering local communities

support
tens of thousands of 
Main Street American 
businesses in a new 
and innovative way

leverage 
private capital 
to create one million private 
sector infrastructure jobs 
nationwide

create quality private sector jobs – not 
through the traditional route of the federal government providing 

taxpayer funded grants that flow through a variety of entities – 

but by empowering local communities with 

forward-looking financing tools that will allow them to focus their 

own resources directly on the priorities that will best lead to real 

job creation right now

To learn more about America Fast Forward or to get involved with 
L.A. Area Chamber policy councils, visit lachamber.com/advocacy.



The 30/10 Initiative will result in 160,000 new jobs, 191 million fewer vehicle miles traveled per year and a reduction of 10.3 million gallons of gas used annually.

- Mark Twain, 1872
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California Connections

California—a microcosm of creativity, innovation 
and that pioneering spirit—needs strong leadership 
to continue to maintain its world-class companies, 
institutions and organizations. Fellows of California 
Connections 2011 are taking on that challenge in this 
first-of-its-kind statewide leadership development 
program launching in November. 

The Southern California Leadership Network’s newest 
fellowship is giving business, government and nonprofit 
executives the opportunity to study the mega-regions 
shaping California, make connections with executives 
around the nation’s most populous state and create a 

I

Focus on leadership

Scenes from some of the Chamber’s 
key events in 2011

Chamber Snapshots 1. The Chamber, U.S. Small Business Administration and supporting sponsor Bank of America honored small business owners 
and champions (above) at the 30th Annual Small Business Awards at the Millenium Biltmore Hotel.  2. At the 6th annual Cash 
for College Scholarship Awards Reception, the Chamber, event sponsor State Farm and Cash for College partners capped off 
another successful campaign and presented more than 250 local youths with a total of $225,000 in scholarships.  3. The Chamber 
joined the U.S. Chamber, ServiceNation: MissionServe and a number of other organizations to host the nation's largest job fair for 
veterans at Sony Pictures Studios. Above, Chamber President & CEO Gary Toebben and Chamber Board Chair Joseph Czyzyk 
meet with the Duke of Cambridge, who gave a speech at the event.

his quarter we sat down with 

Public Policy

T
P. Anthony Thomas, the 
Chamber’s new vice president 
of public policy, to get his 
take on the current political 
climate in Los Angeles. 
Thomas will oversee issue 
development for the Chamber 
and help develop the 
organization’s public policy 
priorities and strategies.

t was [pioneers] that gave to California a 
name for getting up astounding enterprises, and 
rushing them through with a magnificent dash 
and daring, and [with] a recklessness of cost or 
consequences, which she bears unto this day. 
And when she projects a new surprise, the grave 
world smiles as usual and says, ‘Well, that is 
California all over.’ 

personal roadmap to enhanced statewide leadership 
roles. 

“California’s greatness is the sum of its dynamic 
regions,” said Kimberly Freeman, SCLN Board Chair 
and Community Relations Director for Southern 
California Gas Company, a Sempra Energy utility. 
“Our leaders must gain a deeper understanding 
of these regions to propel California in a positive 
direction.” 

California Connections provides that guidance and 
pathways to successful leadership through interactive 
seminars, small group excursions and SCLN’s 
signature skill development component Building Your 
Leadership Portfolio™. 

Join us as we build a pipeline of leaders ready to 
ensure that California’s future is bright. For more 
information or to get involved, contact Taleen 
Ananian, 213.580.7526, tananian@lachamber.com, or 
visit www.leadershipnetwork.org.

Los Angeles, Orange County 
& the Inland Empire

  L.A.’s creative economy, and 
diverse ethnic communities 

  Downtown L.A. arts, historical 
preservation, and sports and 
entertainment 

  Critical safety net 
organizations

  L.A. and Orange County 
transit

  Orange County politics, 
research and development, 
cultural communities and 
tourism

San Francisco, Oakland 
& the Silicon Valley

  San Francisco and 
      Oakland politics

  Land use and transportation 
planning

  Balancing environment and 
commerce on the Bay

  Port of Oakland as a gateway to the 
Northern California mega-region

  Knowledge-based economy and 
the University of California system

San Diego & Tijuana

  Cluster economy and convergence of sectors

  San Diego neighborhood redevelopment, 
military presence and tourism

  Pension challenges and reform

  Structure and function of Tijuana government

  Crossborder security, economy, manufacturing, 
global competitiveness and health care delivery

Central California

  Coastal issues of tourism, 
sustainability and climate change 

  Agriculture issues of water, 
employment and public education

Regions & themes explored 
Following economic and demographic overviews of the main regions 
below, Fellows will engage in dialogue and excursions around themes of:

You’ve been living in Sacramento for the last several years. 
What challenges are you excited to tackle now that you’re 
back in your hometown?

Thomas: It is my sincere intention to maintain the L.A. Area 
Chamber’s position as an economic and political force as I 
work with the membership throughout my tenure. I look 
forward to working in concert with State legislative and 
congressional delegations, labor, City Council and the Board 
of Supervisors to create what I like to call the “triangle of 
partnership.” If we are to be a business friendly city, then we 
must have a partnership between government, labor and the 
business community. Once we stand as a united front, there 
will not be a city in the nation that will be able to stand in 
competition.   

What is the biggest step L.A. needs to take to become a more 
business-friendly city?

Thomas: We need to first define what message we are 
using to attract and retain companies in L.A. One move in 
the right direction would be to abolish the business gross 
receipts tax. L.A. has the highest sales tax of all 88 cities in the 
County. Businesses know that taxes and fees are necessary, 
but in many cases, they are being overrun with fees that 
become burdensome to industry. The Business Tax Advisory 
Committee (BTAC) has recognized the tax as an unnecessary 
burden, and should be applauded for their overwhelming 
support of this issue. If City Council can also get on board, it 
will help our long-term job growth.

How do you see the prospects for reform in L.A.?

Thomas: Change is hard to come by, especially when you 
have done it one way for many years. However, reform can 
happen if policy makers, labor and the business community 
work together to define a common problem and collaborate to 
solve it. Getting on the same page in the beginning will help 
to avoid finger-pointing and blame-shifting later on. Building 
partnerships between business, labor and government will be 
beneficial to all involved. 

How can our agenda work in concert with the State’s 
economic agenda? 

Thomas: It goes back to having a viable plan and working with 
our state legislative delegation. We need to engage them early 
and often to achieve business friendly reform. We also need 
to oppose any proposals that do not increase jobs or attract 
industry to the State. Will it have its challenges? Yes. Is it 
doable? By all means.

For more information, contact P. Anthony Thomas, 
213.580.7568 or athomas@lachamber.com.

California 
Connections



The City’s wind farm, Pine Tree, is located on partially leased land that remains a working cattle ranch. page
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4. AT&T, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Cordoba Corporation, H&R Block, Kaiser Permanente, Microsoft Corporation, Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc., Vons, Walmart Foundation, Wells Fargo 
and other companies joined Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and the Chamber in pledging summer jobs for HIRE LA’s Youth  during the Employer Engagement Luncheon. (Above from left, Vincent Castillo, 
AT&T intern; Villaraigosa; Anita Gabrielian, AT&T; and Donovan Green, AT&T).  5. More than 40 Leadership Southern California fellows completed their 10-month leadership fellowship, where they 
explored the Southern California region's assets and opportunities.  6.  Ambassador Ron Kirk, U.S. Trade Representative, above, met with more than 20 business executives at the Chamber to discuss 
the challenges and barriers faced by U.S. small and medium enterprises entering the global marketplace.
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Universities fuel L.A.’s innovation economy
Southern California's economic engines:

 ew cities outshine Los Angeles when it comes to higher F

4 5 6

education. The area’s universities are regularly ranked among 
the top research institutions in the world, and their role in 
generating cutting-edge technology, developing highly-skilled 
workers and supporting local businesses puts them in a prime 
position to fuel the City’s growing innovation economy.

L.A.’s research universities have an enormous economic 
impact, sustaining more than a 100,000 jobs and infusing 
tens of billions of dollars into the local economy annually. 
The University of California, Los Angeles; The University 
of Southern California; and California Institute of 
Technology are among the largest overall employers in
the City.

The high density of universities in L.A. supports a rich 
network of collaboration and public-private sector 
partnerships. For instance, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 
and USC are working together to develop medical devices 
for children. By combining programs, institutes, faculty and 
students, they hope to create a pipeline of new pediatric 
devices in L.A.

Another fruitful partnership (and recent National Institute 
of Health grant recipient) is the UCLA Clinical and 
Translational Science Institute (UCLA CTSI). A partnership 
between Cedars-Sinai Medical Center; Charles Drew 
University of Medicine and Science; Los Angeles Biomedical 
Research Institute at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center; 
and UCLA, the UCLA CTSI aims to facilitate translational 
research, or the transition of basic research into practical 
treatments and clinical trials.

"California, and L.A. in particular, has always been a 
trendsetter,” said Dr. A. Eugene Washington, UCLA vice 
chancellor for health sciences and dean of the David Geffen 
School of Medicine at UCLA, in a news release. “As the 
rest of the U.S. population undergoes dramatic change, the 
experiences and successes of our CTSI programs will offer a 
model for health improvement nationwide." 

Inter-institutional collaboration produces a wealth of valuable 
research, resulting in technology that can then be patented 
and transferred to the commercial sector through a process 
called technology transfer. The University of California, with 
three campuses in the region, has led all U.S. universities in 
patents issued for 18 consecutive years, receiving 349 patents 
in 2010 − twice as many as second-place MIT. These patented 
technologies produce hundreds of new inventions and spawn 
dozens of local startups, spurring the growth of the tech 
sector in L.A.

L.A. universities also help transform research into practical, 
applied innovations in the local economy through continuing 
education programs like UCLA Extension or partnerships 
between research universities and community colleges.

One such partnership is the Bridges to the Future program, 
a collaboration between Cal State L.A., L.A. City College, 
Pasadena City College and East L.A. City College to develop 
the pool of talented minority students who will eventually 
become leaders in biomedical research. These types of 
education programs enable workers to find better jobs and 
higher pay, while also providing employers with access 
to new ideas and processes that can increase their firms’ 
competitiveness.

In addition to workforce development, higher education 
institutions outreach to the L.A. community in a variety 
of ways. The Caltech Classroom Connection pairs Caltech 
volunteers with local pre-college educators to increase 
student understanding, appreciation and interest in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics. California State 
University offers more than 2,500 service-learning courses 
to 65,000 students annually through its landmark Center 
for Community Engagement. These and other university 
efforts help to sow the seeds of innovation throughout L.A.’s 
communities, and ensure the future health of the local 
economy.

For more information, contact Mandy Denaux at 
213.580.7532 or mdenaux@lachamber.com.

#2
UCLA ranks

best public university 
in the world1

5 in the U.S.
in research 
funding.

UCLA is in the topUCLA 
receives more 
applications 
than any 
university in 
the nation.

USC is the 
largest private 
employer in 
L.A. County

USC ranked
in a survey 
of best 
university civic 
partnerships²#1

USC has an economic impact of

$4.9 billion
per year in the region 

Caltech ranks

best university in the 
world (behind Harvard)³#2

The Jet Propulsion Laboratory, founded 

and managed by Caltech, has 20 spacecraft 

and nine instruments conducting active 

missions, including the most distant human-

made objects, Voyagers 1 and 2.

Caltech’s faculty and 
alumni have received

 Nobel Prizes.
32

On L.A. area 

CSU campuses, 

for every 

$1 spent, $1.70 
is generated in the 

regional economy.

39,000
L.A. Area CSU campuses sustain more than

jobs in the region

By the

numbers

1.   Shanghai Jiao Tong University’s Academic Ranking of World 
Universities 2010, U.S. News & World Report Best College 
rankings 2010

2.   “Saviors of Our Cities: A Survey of Best College and University 
Civic Partnerships 2009”

3.   Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2010



Member Advantage
The Chamber’s member-to-member discount program offers a variety of savings, from hotel rooms to 
printing and shipping. If you’d like to offer other members a discount on your products or services, contact 
Pat Clark, 213.580.7595 or pclark@lachamber.com.

ACCOUNTING
Jackson Hewitt Tax Services
15 percent off all tax preparation fees. Contact Robert Ovalle, 
562.423.5477 or Robert.Ovalle@jtax.com.

ADVERTISING
Billboard Connection Outdoor Advertising   
40 percent off all production charges plus free graphic design with 
any advertising campaign. Minimum $3,500 total campaign budget. 
Contact Brian Alexander, 310.429.3900.

ADVOCACY
Move LA   
10 percent off events for the next 12 months. Contact 
Amy Williams, 310.310.2390 or amy@movela.org.

ATTORNEYS
Dickerman & Associates
20 percent discount on hourly rate for business, real estate and 
general civil litigation. Contact William Dickerman, 310.268.6666 or 
wmdickerman@gmail.com.

AUDIO VISUAL
CCS Presentation Systems, Inc.
$75 off projector rentals. Contact Gina Riberi, 323.954.7754, ext. 12.

AUTOMOBILE SERVICES
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
10 percent off with code 32c4999. Call 1.800.593.0505 or your local 
office.
High-N Mobile Auto Detailing
20 percent off auto wash and detail. Services provided at your 
location. Contact James Douglass, 213.840.3379. 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
All City Employees Benefits Service Association (ACEBSA)
10 percent off AMC movie tickets, 10-45 percent off Disneyland, 
Knott’s Berry Farm, Magic Mountain tickets, and 25 percent off See’s 
Candies Gift Certificates. Contact Stephanie Rodriguez or Rhianna 
Castro, 213.485.2485. 
Co-Pilots Advisory Boards & Business Services
Special Pilot 101 Advisory Board: $395 per person for all (4) sessions 
(standard cost: $795). Contact Wade Sorola, 626.506.6284.

COMMUNICATIONS 
CoolerEmail, Inc.
20 percent sign-up discount on any email marketing service plan. 
E-mail Dan@coolermail.com with LAChamber in subject. One 
discount per account. 

COMPUTER & AV
SmartSource Rentals
20 percent off all rental equipment. Restriction: Discount is on 
equipment subtotal only. Contact Kim Webb 310.237.5324.

CONSULTANTS
Majestic Hospitality
15 percent off all fixed-fee bids. Contact Christopher Henry, 
310.895.7925 or chris.henry@majestic-hospitality.com. 

EDUCATION PROGRAM
UCLA Anderson School of Management 
10 percent off any Executive Education Program. Restriction: Cannot 
be combined with any other discount. Call 310.825.2001.
CHAMPIONS: Adventure, After School & Sports programs
20 percent off team building low ropes courses. Call 310.671.4400.

FINANCIAL
Los Angeles LDC, Inc. 
$250 off any loan application fee or loan documentation charge. Loans 
must be $150,000 or less. Contact Michael Banner, 213.362.9111.
Ploutus Advisors, LLC 
20 percent off Real Estate & Financial Consulting fees. Contact Adnan 
Tapia, 310.614.7710 or atapia@ploutusadvisors.com.

FRUIT & GIFT BASKETS
Melissa’s/World Variety Produce, Inc.
15 percent off exotic baskets. Contact Lori Hirai, 888.588.0151, ext. 270.

HOUSING
Oakwood Worldwide
10 percent off daily rate for a fully-furnished one bedroom apartment 
in downtown Los Angeles.  Contact Nancy Walsh, 800.595.3102.

INTERIOR DESIGN
Design Theory   
15 percent off design hourly rate or 10 percent off design flat fee. Go 
to www.design-theory.com.

JANITORIAL SERVICES
Elite Services
New clients receive two hours cleaning or janitorial services. May not 
be used with any other offer. Contact Rose McCoppin, 323.982.9500.

MARKETING & DESIGN
IE DESIGN & COMMUNICATIONS  
10 percent off hourly fee for branding and design services. Contact 
310.376.9600.

North Bronson Software                
10 percent off hourly consulting or flat-rate contracts to build iPhone 
and iPad applications. Contact Rick Van Voorden, 213.568.7082 or 
rick@northbronson.com. 

WireMedia Communications, Inc.        
10 percent discount off branding, marketing and design services per 
hour. Contact Marcy Rye at touchbase@wiremedia.net or 917.848.8257.

PET CARE
Bark Avenue
10 percent discount on award winning dog daycare, boarding, grooming, 
training, pet parties, pickup and delivery. Restrictions: Speed Scrub 
Club. Contact Jay Blumberg, 213.748.7485 or jay@barkavela.com. 

PHOTOGRAPHY
Architectural Photography & Design
10 percent off architectural photography fees - includes exteriors, 
interiors, construction progress, and claims for use as promotion 
purposes or contract. Contact Richard Levy 213.250.0100.
PBF Photography
10 percent off normal hourly rates or 15 percent off packages. 
Contact Patrick Botz-Forbes 323.309.3332.

PRINTING & COPYING 
Universal Reprographics, Inc.
15 percent off color copies, posters, b/w digital printing and 
copying, CAD plotting and blue printing. Contact Madeline Wilson, 
213.365.7750.

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Weisman Hamlin Public Relations
10 percent off WHPR’s full public relations and marketing services 
per hour. Contact Sydney Weisman, 323.730.0233.

TELEPHONE
Sprint
Minimum of 15 percent off monthly bill for new and existing accounts. 
Contact Marvin Lee, 213.256.7344 or marvin.lee@sprint.com. 

TIME MANAGEMENT
A Clear Path: Professional Organizing for Home, Work, and Life
10 percent off a four-hour minimum “de-clutter” session anywhere 
within the greater L.A. area. Contact Regina Lark, 818.400.9592.

TRAINING PROGRAM
Newleaf Training and Development
30 percent off training and development public seminars. Contact 
Paul Butler, 661.288.1004 or paulbutler@newleaf-ca.com.

TRANSLATION
Dynamic Doingness, Inc.
One-time 20 percent discount on translation services. (30 percent 
for nonprofit). Contact Mary Jo Leavitt, 818.550.9536 or info@
dynamicdoingness.com, or go to www.dynamicdoingness.com.

 TRANSPORTATION
Cheap Airport Parking
10 percent off with promo code lachamber at cheapairportparking.org.
SuperShuttle Los Angeles
Sedan Services: $10 discount on airport transfer. Book online at 
www.execucar.com; use discount code HKCKA. Contact Jose Alcocer, 
310.222.5500 ext. 10519. 
TMO Business Capital
$250 off any loan application or any business/equipment loan 
funded. Contact John McGarr, 310.223.0824. 
WallyPark
20 percent off valet or self-park service per day with a minimum 
three-day stay. May not be used with any other offer. 
Contact Bryan Gusdorf, 800.PK.WALLY or 800.759.2559.

Member Highlight

SBA7a/504:  $2,000 loan packaging fee waiver on applicable 
loans booked through 1/31/12.  EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
LENDER. Contact Miguel Juarez, 213.787.2838 or 
Miguel.Juarez@PromericaBank.com.

Fee credits up to $100/mo for six months on applicable new 
accounts through 1/31/12.  Contact Roberto Manzano at 
213.787.2833 or Roberto.Manzano@PromericaBank.com.

page

A better L.A. is our business

8 With more than 2,200 biomedical companies, California is the leading state for life-science research.



California is more energy efficient and emits fewer greenhouse gas emissions per person than the rest of the United States, Germany, the United Kingdom or Japan.

Face to face: 

U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer
The L.A. Area Chamber speaks with a civic leader on issues affecting the business community in the L.A. region.

his quarter we spoke with U.S. T
Senator Barbara Boxer about America 
Fast Forward and L.A.’s role as a 
national leader in innovation. 

You are a major supporter of America Fast Forward, 
the national extension of the local 30/10 Initiative for 
transportation in the L.A. area. Why is this initiative so 
important to you?

Senator Boxer:  America needs to put people back to 
work, and one of the best ways to do that is to invest 
in the nation’s aging infrastructure.  My bipartisan 
transportation proposal, Moving Ahead for Progress in 
the 21st Century (MAP-21), would create or save more 
than 1.8 million jobs nationwide and 170,000 jobs in 
California in each of the next two years.  MAP-21 will 
establish a new initiative, “America Fast Forward,” which 
is based on 30/10 and builds on the success of the federal 
Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 
Act (TIFIA) program. We would increase TIFIA funding 
from $122 million per year to $1 billion per year.  

According to the Federal Highway Administration, 
every federal dollar spent through TIFIA has historically 
supported a total of $30 in transportation investment.  
That means that the $1 billion of TIFIA funding in MAP-
21 would leverage $30 billion in transportation projects 
and would create up to an additional one million jobs 
nationwide, which would go a long way toward jump-
starting our economy.  

America Fast Forward proposes a new way of approaching 
an old problem. What are some other ways that 
policymakers are thinking outside the box to do more with 
fewer resources?

Senator Boxer: I have introduced a bill that would 
help responsible homeowners who are current on their 
payments but underwater on their homes to refinance at 
a lower interest rate. The bill, S.170, seeks to remove some 
of the barriers to refinancing, such as risk-based fees. By 
lowering their interest rate by one percent, an average 
homeowner with a $150,000 mortgage would save $1,100 
a year – and that's money that would go right back into 
the economy. The bill is bipartisan – it's cosponsored 
by Sen. Johnny Isakson of Georgia – and it's backed by 
the National Association of Realtors and the National 
Association of Mortgage Brokers. We believe we could 
help up to two million homeowners.

In business, the greatest challenges often present the greatest 
opportunities. What opportunities do you see emerging 
from the economic downturn?

Senator Boxer: We need to remember the lessons of 
how we got out of economic downturns in the past. 
During the 1990s, under President Clinton, we created 
23 million new jobs by investing in high-tech, biotech 
and other emerging industries. We also turned deficits 
into surpluses. We can do that again. If we make smart 
investments in clean energy, transportation and other 
infrastructure, and health care, we will lay the foundation 
for our country’s long-term economic growth and create 
millions of new jobs. I just toured the Lawrence Berkeley 
National Lab where scientists are working to use artificial 
photosynthesis to create new liquid fuels that could power 
our cars, trucks and airplanes with no carbon pollution. 
These kinds of technologies will be game-changers and 
will keep America an economic leader.

You’ve long been a supporter of investment in education 
and research. What are you working on currently to keep 
America’s workforce competitive in the global economy?

Senator Boxer: I have been a longtime supporter of the 
R & D tax credit and I’d like to see it made permanent. 

I think we need to continue to invest in cutting-edge 
medical research, which has helped create so many jobs 
in California. I’ve also been a strong supporter of Pell 
Grants and other investments in education to make sure 
our children have the opportunities they deserve and 
businesses have the skilled workers they need. 

And to compete in the 21st Century, we have to invest 
in rebuilding our infrastructure. That's why I'm working 
so hard to pass MAP-21. The House would slash 
transportation spending by over 30 percent and under 
their proposal, California would lose $1.72 billion next 
year for highway and transit projects and over 61,000 jobs.  
California and the nation can’t afford that.

Creative problem-solving and invention are classic 
characteristics of California businesses. What can the 
Chamber and other business organizations do to keep it 
that way?

Senator Boxer: Los Angeles has been a leader 

— Senator Barbara Boxer

“

“

The most important thing 

L.A. area businesses can do 

is do what they have always 

done – innovate, pioneer 

new ideas and products, and 

create jobs.

pioneer new ideas and products, and create jobs. And 
continue to partner with us, especially on ideas like 
30/10 and America Fast Forward. With your help, we 
can leverage federal investments and create millions of 
private-sector jobs. And we can get our economy back 
on track.

in leveraging funds for 
transportation investments, and 
the 30/10 initiative is a model for 
the nation. And the L.A. Area 
Chamber has already taken on a 
major role by being such a strong 
advocate for 30/10 in California 
and for “America Fast Forward.” 
During this time of intense 
debate over deficits, I think it’s 
critical that businesses join us 
in making the case for federal 
investments that help spur 
private sector funding, create 
jobs and grow the economy.

What do you see as the biggest 
barriers to innovation today?

Senator Boxer: One of the 
biggest barriers for a lot of small 
businesses and entrepreneurs has 
been the lack of access to capital. 
I worked on a bill with Sen. Jeff 
Merkley of Oregon last year 
to get billions more in capital 
to small businesses by lending 
through community banks. 
We know that small businesses 
created nearly two thirds of all 
jobs in America over the last 
15 years, so we need to support 
them and help them expand 
and create jobs. We should 
also reform regulations that 
are overly burdensome while 
keeping those that are wise. 

How can the L.A. area business 
community help tackle 
these barriers?

Senator Boxer:  The most 
important thing L.A. area 
businesses can do is do what they 
have always done – innovate, 
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   WE ARE THE QUIET  
   FORCE BEHIND  
   THE SALES SENSATION 
   THAT IS YOU. 
 

In your business, sales mean success. Yet when the day is over, you  
are also responsible for the fundamental things that keep you up and 
running, like reliable business communications. That’s why you chose 
a partner who understands your needs. One that works with you to  
provide the solutions that make you more productive.  
Time Warner Business Class. You first. The technology follows. 

 
TWCBC.COM  888.531.8809 

Internet | Phone | Cable TV | Ethernet 
 

Some restrictions apply. Time Warner Business Class is a trademark of Time Warner Inc. 
Used under license. ©2011 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved. 

 



The Port of Los Angeles is the first port in the world to allow in-service container ships to plug in to electrical power instead of running on diesel power at berth.

A Big Break for Small Business
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Bottom-Line Benefits  Save up to 50 percent by utilizing the advantages provided by the L.A. Area Chamber and its members.

Find out more at lachamber.com/bottomline. For more information contact Pat Clark, 213.580.7595 or pclark@lachamber.com.

The Chamber has adopted the next generation eCert technology 

as our standard to process your Certificates of Origin. 

lachamber.com/ecertify. 

Certificates of Origin

Chamber members can now “Connect 4 Lunch” to make personal 
connections with three other members in an intimate lunch setting.
lachamber.com/bottomline.

Connect 4 Lunch Los Angeles Area Rx Card
As a resident of L.A. County, you and your family have access to a 
FREE Discount Prescription Drug Card program. Download and print 
a Los Angeles Area Rx Card. lachamber.com/rxcard.

Chamber members will receive a free six-month membership with the 
Employers Group, California's preeminent human resources expert. 
employersgroup.com/lachamber.

Human Resources Expertise

Office Depot
Save up to 65 percent on office supplies from Office Depot, with 
next-day delivery and convenient ordering by fax, phone or web. 
www.lachamber.com/bottomline.

The Parking Spot
Save 20 percent at both locations of The Parking Spot at Sepulveda 
and Century. www.lachamber.com/bottomline.

Focus on small business:

li Mohammedi is the owner of a luxury chauffeur A

Anne Philips  left her job 
at an investment group 12 
years ago to pursue her love 
of gardens and gardening. 
She is now founder and 
president of Go Green 

Building a sustainable 
community one garden at a time

SMALL BUSINESS CORNER
Last year, she was interested in finding some capital, 
and a Chamber staff member pointed her to the Inner 
City Capital Connections program (ICCC). Established 
in 2005, ICCC is a free program, sponsored by the 
Initiative for a Competitive Inner City and Bank of 
America, that is designed to stimulate the flow of 
capital to inner city businesses. 

“It was a great experience,” says Philips. “Hearing the 
speakers talk about what they’re looking for and how 
to present yourself as a business was very useful. With 
the experience and contacts I made through ICCC I 
feel very prepared for future growth.” 

Since going through the program, Philips has 
expanded her commitment to sustainability in her 
community, both to the environment and people in 
it. She has partnered with Villa Esperanza, a group 

business based in Los Angeles. Since starting the 
company in 1986, he’d envisioned expanding his business 
worldwide, and by 2010 he’d begun to take tentative steps 
towards achieving that goal. Mohammedi was unsure of 
the next step, but got a big push forward when he was 
accepted to Goldman Sachs’ newly-announced 10,000 
Small Businesses Program.

A five year, $500 million initiative, 10,000 Small 
Businesses aims to help small businesses in urban and 
rural communities across the United States. The program 
is designed to help small businesses grow and create jobs 
by offering business owners free access to education, 
mentors, networking and financial capital.

“When you’re serious about your business, you can take 
all the help you can get,” says Mohammedi. “This program 
offered a great education that cost nothing but my time, 
and came at just the right moment since I’d been wanting 
to grow my business.”

In L.A., the program’s business and management 
education program is led through a partnership with 
Los Angeles City College and The Long Beach 
Community College District. The program is free to 
accepted business owners, and includes nine modules that 
cover traditional business disciplines, including sales and 
marketing, financial statement analysis, human resources, 
operations and entrepreneurial leadership. Courses are 
taught through a practical, peer learning-based approach, 
and each business owner develops a growth plan as a 
capstone to the course.

“When they go through the curriculum, the scholars—
business owners—get an understanding of how to work 
on their business instead of in their business,” says Alex 
Davis, dean of economic and workforce education and 
executive director of the 10,000 Small Business program at 
Los Angeles City College. “Often scholars obtain contracts 

and funding as a result of going through the program and 
learning how to become bankable.”

With 325,132 small businesses (compared to the national 
average for metro areas of 78,289) the L.A. area is an ideal 
location for 10,000 Small Businesses, and the program 
has gained the support and partnership of local mayors, 
including Long Beach Mayor Bob Foster and L.A. Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa. 

“Scholars come into the program with one idea about 
the program, but they really don’t understand all the 
components,” says Davis. “Once they go through all the 
modules there’s a transformation. That’s the sentiment 
that they share; that they’re able to see their business with 
fresh eyes.”

Mohammedi couldn’t agree more. “I’m more motivated, 
focused and growth has been more consistent,” he says. 
“10,000 Small Businesses gave me the push I needed to 
move forward, and in the next five years I hope to expand 
my fleet in L.A. and open offices in San Francisco and 
New York – maybe even London or Paris. The sky’s the 
limit.”

For more information, contact Bridget Netter, 
213.580.7576 or bnetter@lachamber.com.

To be considered for the program, applicants 
must be the primary owner or co-owner and key 
decision maker of a business that meets the 
following criteria:
  Business revenues between $150,000 and 

$4 million in the most recent fiscal year.

  At least four employees (including the 
business owner).

  Business has been in operation for at least 
two years.

  The potential and desire to grow and create 
jobs in the community.

The program will be most beneficial for business 
owners who:

  Own an established business that is poised 
for growth.

  Have a diverse base of customers.

  Can demonstrate that they have thought 
critically about how to grow their 
companies.

  Demonstrate a need for the program but 
are unable to access or afford a business 
management education.

For more information and to apply to the program 
at L.A. City College, visit lacc10ksb.com

For more information and to apply to the program 
at Long Beach Community College, visit 
lbcc.edu/10000smallbusinesses.

10,000 Small 
Businesses 
Eligibility

that helps developmentally disabled adults to 
find employment. "We have hired their landscape 
maintenance crews to assist us in several of our 
accounts,” says Philips. “It has been a very positive 
experience for all involved. We are looking to 
attract businesses that are interested in having 
their landscapes maintained in an environmentally 
friendly way, and are also interested in helping the 
developmentally disabled in the community
find jobs."

Visit Go Green Gardeners online at 
gogreengardeners.com. Go Green Gardeners has 
been a Chamber member since 2007.

The Inner City Capital Connections program is now 
accepting nominations for its 2011 program. For 
more information, visit icic.org.

Gardeners, a full-service landscaping company with 
a commitment to water conservation and sustainable 
gardening. Philips reduces water waste through the use 
of smarter irrigation systems and by planting native 
and drought-tolerant plants. She does not use gas-
powered mowers or blowers, pesticides or herbicides.
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Member Anniversaries
Congratulations to our renewing members! We greatly appreciate your continued support and involvement. *Circle Level Members are in bold.

Welcome to the Chamber
Thanks to our new members who joined the Chamber during May, June and July. To learn more about Circle Level membership benefits, call 213.580.7592.

Faces of the Chamber
Members talk about why they invest in the L.A. Area Chamber 

“The L.A. Area Chamber has done 
a great job in providing a forum for 
the issues and challenges we face 
here in Southern California.”    

Deborah Watson-Triggs
Vice President/Branch Manager
     Brentwood Square Office
Union Bank
Member since 1914

As a recent graduate of the Southern 
California Leadership Network’s 
Leadership Southern California 
program, the Chamber has provided 
me with access to leaders in 
the community and serves as a 
connection to foster new relationships 
to create business opportunities. I 
have learned and better understand 
why community leadership is 
important, and how critical it is to help 
fill the gap in servicing our community. 

“The L.A. Area Chamber, like 
AT&T, continues to rethink and 
reinvent programs to improve 
educational opportunities 
and job skills to underserved 
communities.”

Donovan Green
Director, External Affairs
AT&T
Member since 1895

The most important benefit of 
investing my time in the Chamber is 
being able to participate in programs 
that also allow me to achieve 
AT&T’s Corporate Citizenship and 
Sustainability goals. The Chamber’s 
partnership with the Mayor’s HIRE 
LA’s Youth internship program is 
a perfect example of this effort. I 
also enjoy being a member of the 
Chamber’s Education & Workforce 
Development Council, which strives 
to improve education and business in 
Los Angeles.
 

“The L.A. Area Chamber 
compliments the political, 
industrial and social read of this 
world-class city.”

Ralf Korbner
Business Development Manager,   
     Western USA
SITA World Tours
Member since 2010

As a company that promotes and 
facilitates international travel, 
SITA World Tours believes travel is 
synonymous with education, fun 
and respect for the culture and 
environment in all of our destinations. 
The Chamber provides networking 
opportunities and allows us to share 
our knowledge and passion for 
travel with others. The Chamber also 
provides local and foreign expertise, 
which assists members in navigating 
common business, infrastructure and 
environmental challenges. 

In 2000, the first “rough draft” mapping of the human genome was completed by the Genome Bioinformatics Group at the University of California, Santa Cruz.

“When I switched from being an 
employee to a business owner 
nearly four years ago, one of my 
first orders of business was to 
retain that valuable connection 
with the L.A. Area Chamber.”  

Alicia Maldonado
President
Mockingbird Communications
Member since 2008

Many of my clients work within the 
educational arena and I’ve been 
actively engaged with the Chamber’s 
Education & Workforce Development 
Council for more than 10 years. The 
Council keeps me abreast of current 
educational issues facing Los Angeles, 
the state and nation, and provides 
opportunities for members to play an 
active role in critical policy issues that 
affect our schools, students and in the 
end, business.

PLATINUM
Republic Services
Johnnie Perkins, 925.201.5828
Waste Management/Rubbish Disposal

GOLD
Walmart Stores, Inc.
Javier C. Angulo, 213.256.8148
Merchandising/Mass

SILVER
Dakota Communications
Rick Taylor, 310.815.8444
Public Relations

FedEx Office
Liz Reseigh, 800.463.3339
Copy & Print

BRONZE
Achieve Beyond
Justin R. Pulliam, 323.722.8610
Health Care

AVETTA, Inc.
Lloyd Marino, 310.601.8336
Consultants/Information Technology

Bezaire, Ledwitz & Borncamp, APC
Samuel B. Ledwitz, 310.769.4783
Attorneys

Corporate Jets, LLC - Van Nuys
Richard Hodkinson, 818.989.5888
Airlines

Guru Denim, Inc. 
     dba True Religion Brand Jeans
Deborah E. Greaves, 323.266.3072
Clothing

Harbor Building Services
Peter Lescord, 310.320.2966
Janitorial

Hilton Checkers Los Angeles
Donna Lewis, 213.624.0000
Hotels & Motels

Hooters of Downtown L.A.
Laura Acton, 213.222.9464
Restaurants

L.A. Taxi Cooperative, Inc. 
     dba Yellow Cab Co.
William J. Rouse, 310.715.1968
Transportation/Services

Los Angeles City Cab
Sigrid Lopez, 818.252.1670
Transportation/Services

Macero Tax - Las Vegas
Tony Hama, 702.851.3991
Consultants/Tax Consultants

NAIOP SoCal
Cynthia G. Fusco, 714.979.9131
Business Organizations

National Inspection Testing & 
     Certification Corp. aka NITC
Mike Massey, 877.457.6482
Testing & Certification

Pepperdine University-Graziadio 
     School of Business & 
     Management
Joshua Kirby, 310.568.5500
Universities & Colleges

Radisson Hotel at 
     Los Angeles Airport
Alejandro Vazquez, 310.337.6462
Hotels & Motels

Regent Properties
Daniel Gryczman, 310.806.9822
Real Estate/Developers

Resources Global Professionals
Joni Noel, 213.689.4157
Corporate Services

The Torres Group of Companies
Anthony L. Torres, 310.729.0111
Insurance/Life

STANDARD
Advantage Professional
Leona Reed, 213.236.9200
Staffing/Accounting

Alternative Petroleum Technologies
Mr. Thomas Houlihan, 775.322.4605
Environmental Services

Alvarado Family Dental Center
Lupita Arriaza, 213.383.3314
Dentists

Avidian Systems LLC
Obene Manu, 800.709.2795
Consultants/Information Technology

Carmel Partners-Dwell at Vue
Olivia Choto, 310.833.6714
Apartments

Center Theatre Group
Michael Zoldessy, 213.628.2772
Attractions/Theatre Companies

Century 21 - Jay Diederich
Jay W. Diederich, 626.297.5358
Real Estate

Clean Street Food
Sara Larkins, 818.395.7893
Caterers

Day Star Networks, Inc.
Will Hendry, 714.514.8548
Computers/Network & System Integrations

Devcon Security
Vaaron A. Watts, 310.493.9935
Security

Dorger Consulting
Mitch Dorger, 626.529.5563
Consultants/Management

Encore Tax Consulting Group, Inc.
Armando B. Jamjian, 213.412.2000
Consultants/Tax Consultants

Eudora International
James Na, 213.741.1202
Cosmetics/Skin Care & Fragrances

Fouts Ventures LLC
Matthew Fouts, 812.241.5653
Software Developers

Greater Los Angeles Cote D'ivoire 
     America Chamber of Commerce
Dr. Ngoma C. Zaho,JD,Ph.D.
866.995.7378
Business Organizations

Gwynne Pugh Urban Studio
Gwynne Pugh, 310.396.4540
Architects

Hiramatsu & Associates, Inc.
Bette Hiramatsu, 310.415.3867
Consultants/Accountants

House of Health/Casa de Salud
Dr. Afshin Akhavan, 213.747.2626
Health Care/Services

Hurrell Cantrall, LLP
Jennifer Grady, 213.426.2000
Attorneys

iCON LA Ultra Lounge
Samantha Heart, 213.867.6000
Restaurants/Full Service

Italian Trade Commision
Honorable Carlo A. Bocchi 323.879.0950
Trade Organizations

JESTAR Group
Emily Xue, 310.721.0495
Travel Agencies

Law Office of LaVonne Lawson
LaVonne Lawson, 310.231.1040
Attorneys/Tax

The Jay Marks Group
Jay Marks, 310.701.5524
Consultants/Management

Marsha D. Lewin Associates
Marsha D. Lewin, 310.592.4808
Consultants/Marketing

Marshall Consultants, Inc.
Robert J. Marshall, 310.924-2400
Consultants

Martha Spelman - 
     Marketing Consultant
Martha J. Spelman, 310.670.5300
Consultants/Marketing

Masters Limousine, Inc.
Abe Zeke, 310.216.7777
Limousines

MELIN Consulting, Inc.
Laurent M. Melin, 323.657.2474
Consultants/Business

Modern American Muscle Cars.com
Ken Doyle, 661.360.9261
Automobiles

Neighborhood Legal Services 
     of Los Angeles County
Neal S. Dudovitz, 800.433.6251
Legal, Compliance & Ethics Services

NIC, Inc.
Joanna Monroy, 877.721.3330
Computers/Network & System Integrations

OnGreen, Inc.
Jane Dam, 800.297.0445
Environmental Services

Opportunity Green
Karen Solomon, 310.765.2233

Paychex, Inc. - Tristan Tilma
Tristan E. Tilma, 424.209.5071
Payroll Services

Poseidon Seafood, Inc.
Jin Shimizu, 323.266.5701
Food Products/Wholesale & Distributors

Preschool California
Araceli Sandoval, 323.254.1416
Community Organizations/Youth Programs

Rocky Peak Enterprises, LLC
Teri O. Thompson, 805.527.3745
Consultants/Marketing

Royal Roofing Company 
     (R.W.S. & P. Inc.)
Steve Pinkus, 562.928.1200
Contractors/Roofing

The Selling Method
Stephanie Barrymore, 978.503.4838
Consultants/Sales

Servcorp
Christine M. Mantilla, 213.330.4300
Executive Suites

Speedpro Imaging-LA
Scott Tallis, 310.422.6529
Printers/Digital

THINK Together
Dr. Anne K. Turner, 562.286.3831
Education/Programs

TJM Consulting Group
Tom Morehouse, 818.422.1110

U2R1 Media, Inc.
Alexis A. Zerebko, 416.345.8271
Consultants/Business

Vox Pop Films
Lisa Hepner, 323.482.1772
Video & Film Production

“The L.A. Area Chamber is 
a major force in influencing 
policy makers to act in the best 
interests of business, and as a 
member I’m able to be a part of 
that process.”

Robert L. Rodine 
Principal Consultant
The Polaris Group 
Member since 2005

Being involved in the Chamber allows 
me to work in a council setting with 
influential business people to share 
specific interests in the issues of 
concern to me. As an individual 
businessman, I am much better able 
to see results for the betterment of 
policy affecting business in the setting 
of a powerful organization such as 
the Chamber, than in attempting to 
influence change on my own.

115-Year Anniversary
Bank of America

75-Year Anniversary
Avery Dennison
Cedars-Sinai Health System

70-Year Anniversary
Vons, a Safeway Company

65-Year Anniversary
Stein Shostak Shostak Pollack 
     & O'Hara, LLP

35-Year Anniversary
Daily Journal Corporation    

30-Year Anniversary
Morley Builders

25-Year Anniversary
Six Flags Magic Mountain & 
     Six Flags Hurricane Harbor

10-Year Anniversary
Arquitectonica
U.S. Discount Center Corporation
Woodland Farms

1-Year Anniversary
Advanced Computing Institute
ALC and Company, LLC
AMG Consulting Group
Arts For LA
Autry National Center of the 
     American West
Barry's Tickets Services
Bluefeet
The Capital Grille

5-Year Anniversary
AIRBUS AMERICAS, INC.
Argosy University
Billboard Connection 
     Outdoor Advertising
Gateway to L.A.

Dress for Success Worldwide- West
Dykema Gossett, LLP
Dynamic Doingness, Inc.
ECOLA Termite & Pest Management
El Cholo
Englander Knabe & Allen
Equity Residential
The GEO Group, Inc. - 
     MARVIN GARDENS CENTER
Global Green Partner
Good Shepherd Center for Homeless 
Women & Children
Green Mochi, LLC
Hitachi, Ltd. Los Angeles Office
IVEX USA, Inc. (IVEX-California)
JW Marriott Los Angeles at L.A. Live 
     The Ritz Carlton, Los Angeles
Kneafsey & Friend LLP

Long Beach City College
Los Angeles Police Protective League
Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension 
     Construction Authority
Petal Valley International, Inc.
Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne
Professional Development Center of 
     Glendale Community College
Quebec Government Office of 
     Los Angeles
SA Recycling, LLC
Silverline, LLP
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
     Council of Los Angeles
Supreme Flooring America
Teka Corporation
TIMOTEO, LLC
University of Phoenix

Icon Blue, Inc.
NBCUniversal
OLIX International, Inc.
State Bank of India (California)
University of Southern California, 
     Supplier Diversity Services
Univision Communications, Inc.
  10,000 Small 

Businesses 
Eligibility



350 S. Bixel St., Los Angeles, California 90017
213.580.7500 | Fax 213.580.7511
lachamber.com

Our Mission
By being the voice of business, helping its members grow and promoting 
collaboration, the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce seeks full prosperity 
for the Los Angeles region.

Diamond Club
The Chamber gratefully acknowledges the support of our largest member 
investors, the Diamond Club, for their help in fulfilling the Chamber’s mission.

AT&T
Automobile Club of Southern California
Bank of America
Chevron Corporation
Clear Channel Outdoor, Inc.
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
Kaiser Permanente
Majestic Realty Co.
Mercury Air Group, Inc.
Microsoft Corporation
Occidental Petroleum Corp.
Port of Los Angeles
Ralphs Grocery Company
Siemens Corporation
Southern California Edison
The Southern California Gas Company, a Sempra Energy utility
Southwest Airlines Co.
Time Warner Cable
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.
Verizon
The Walt Disney Company
Wells Fargo

The views contained in the Chamber VOICE reflect positions taken by the 
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of our Diamond Club members.

Be a part of the L.A. Area Chamber’s 
signature events by becoming a 
sponsor. 

Different sponsorship levels are available. Contact 
Lee Ligons, 213.580.7523 or lligons@lachamber.com.

Southern California 
Visionaries Awards Luncheon  |  DEC. 6

10th Annual Cash for College: 
College & Career Convention  |  DEC. 7-8

123rd Annual Inaugural Dinner |  JAN. 26

Sharpen your business performance  
with a custom program tailored to  
your company’s needs. 
From leadership development for top managers to communication skills for an entire workforce, 
UCLA Extension can tailor an educational program to fit your specific needs and deliver it  
on-site at your workplace.

With a UCLA Extension Custom Program, you: 
• Get expert advice to pinpoint your training needs 
• Enjoy UCLA quality instruction at your workplace 
• Learn at your convenience with a daytime or evening program 
• Save money with group pricing – save time with no employee travel

With over 100 certificates in more than 20 fields, we have the resources and expertise  
to customize a curriculum that can sharpen the performance of your organization. 

Choose from popular programs in International Business, Computers & Information 
Systems, Engineering & Technical Management, Business & Management, Leadership  
& Supervisory Skills, English as a Second Language, and more. 

For more information contact Sig Ferregur at (310) 206-3565 or  
customprograms@uclaextension.edu.

explore. experience. expand.
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A better L.A. is our business

L.A. was the first city to incorporate fuel-cell vehicles into its fleet, and boasts the largest alternative-fuel refuse truck fleet in the nation.


